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Pakistan expresses
concern over Afghan
fans’ attack on
Pakistani supporters
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GOUT EXTENDS AMNESTY
SCHEME TILL JULY 3

= FINANCE ADVISER SAYS PEOPLE ARE

= WARNS BENAMI COMMISSION

FACING DIFFICULTIES IN DECLARING ~ WILL COME INTO ACTION
AFTER EXPIRY OF DEADLINE

ASSETS, HENCE THE EXTENSION

= SAYS BUDGET IS ALL ABOUT MANAGING

THE EXTERNAL FRONT, STRICT

AUSTERITY, HELPING THE POOR/SOCIAL
WELFARE, HELPING INDUSTRIALISTS AND

MOBILISING REVENUES

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPDRT

day after Fedanl
Board of Revenues
(FBR) Chalrman
Shabbar Zoidi
rejected
speculation in the madia
regarding an extension
in the deadline for the
govemmeant's Asset
Declaraotion Schame,
Adhviser to Prime Ministar
on Finance Dr Hafeez Shaikh
on Sunday announced that
the govemment is extending
the Asset Decloration
Seharne till July 3.

He said this while
oddressing a joint prass
conference with Minister of
State for Revenue Hommod
Azhar, Special Assistant fo
Prime Minister on Informmation
and Broodcasting Dr Firdous
Ashig Awan and the FBR
choiman himsailt.

“Thare’s been a lot
of inferest in the Asset
Declaration Scheme,”
he said, odding that
the deadline had been
axtended to banking
office hows on July 3.

are still in the process or are
facing difficulties wropping

it up,” Shalkh said. “After that,
the benami commission
thcst we are cutently
establishing to pursue

into action.” he odded.
Addressing the
media, Hammad said
thit thousands of people
had avalled the scheme
50 far. “We will put forth
the detolis of this scheme
In o few doys,” he odded.
Shalkh, while discussing
the govermment's budget

“We decided to
extend the deadline as there
has bean a lof of interast
in the Asset Decloration
Scherme. We are giving

people a final opportunity
in cose as some of tham

benami properties, will come

= HAMMAD SAYS AMNESTY

SCHEME RECEIVED

POSITIVE RESPONSE,
GOVT WILL UPDATE

DETAILS IN FEW DAYS

- -

IMATION DEPARTMI

strateqy, sold that it
was part of Its agenda fo
“make all things fransparant
and fo utter nothing but
truth in front of the public
which i precikely what is
reflectad in this budget®.
“That's why we are
announcing that we are
going 1o the Internationa
Monetary Fund (IMF)
progromme. We're sending
a messoge 1o everyone out
there that we're sedous and
ready to take hard decisions
50 we con propel ouselves
along o growth trojectory.®

*Cur focus is to genenate
confidence in markets and
put the reformms in proper
saquence. The idea ks to do
ol this In phasas, not
abruptly,” he explained.

He indicoted five key
elemeants of the budget that
ane part of the govemnment’s
strategy to tockle the crses:
managing the external front,
siict austerify. helping the
pootfsocial welfore, helping
incustricists and mobilising
revenues.
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LAWYERS TO TAKE TO STREETS ON JULY 2

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REFORT

5 the Suy Judicial Coun-

il {8JC) 15 all set to take the

referemce against two top

Judges — Supreme Court

judge (ax Faez Ima and

Sindh High Court (SHC) KK Agha —

the Pakistan Bar Council (PBC) has an-

nounced a nationwide strike on July 2,
Tuesday.

PBC Vice Chairman Syed Amjad

Shah smd lawvers across the country

would hold protest mectings in their bar

rooms, while lawyers® representatives
would assembie at the Supreme Court
premises in Islamabad.

Shah said a meeting of the joint ac-
tion committes would also be convened
at the PBC office at the SC Islamabad
building on the same day.

O June 14, lawyers from bar coun-
cils across the country staged a protest
outsede the SC and bumed copies of the
references filed agamst Justice Isa and
Justice A gha over non-disclosure of for-
eign properties n therr wealth state-
ments. Wearing black bands in
solidarity with the accused judges, the

Supreme Cowrt Bar Council {(SCBA)
led the protest. The lawyers questioned
“tainted record” of the SJC as an author-
ity to hear references against senior
judges. Members of (uetta’s legal fra-
termty had also staged a protest demon-
stration at the Balochistan High Court
{BHC) agamst the reference on the
same day. Thev had chanted slogans
agamst what they described as the pun-
ishment of Justice 1sa for hus stance.
Balochistan Bar Council Exccutive
Committee Charman Advocate Rahib
Buledi, BHC Bar Association
{BHCBA) President Shah Muhammad

Jatod, and other prominent lawyers had
partscipated in the protest, demanding
the government withdraw the reference
against Justice Isa. They had claimed
the reference was equivalent to pressur-
ing judges with regards to delivery of
Justice. The presidential references were
filed against two judges who are widely
recognised and acknowledged as inde-
pendent, upright and competent judges.

A former Supreme Court judge —
who had taken cath under the 2007 Pro-
vistonal Constitution Order (PCO) —
was hired to file the reference by the
Mimistry of Law and Justice.

part of three NA
standing
committees

ISLAMABAD

)
Lardari hecomes

[

The former president and co-chairman PPP
Asif Al Zardan has made the member of
muaire three Mational Assembly standmg
commitices member that chmbed his
jparticipation m six committees. According
to sources, he became the member of NA
commitiees on information, defense
production and privatisation. Sources said it
was PPP plan that Asif Ah Zardan wall
spend most of his time by attending the
mecting of these committees and avoud to
stay long i jail, Tt is pertinent to say that
earlier Asif Zardan was made a member of
NA commuttces on Industrics and
Production, Textile and Water Resources and
he would be attending the meetings of the
commitices afier issuing productson orders.

Accused seeks
eariest conclusion
of trial in Imran
Farooq case

ISLAMABAD
NP

The under-amrest suspects in the murder
case of Briish-Pakistani politician Imran
Farooq have approached Islamabad High
Court (IHC) over consistent delay in their
trials, pleading the court to conclude their
trails at the carlicst, The plea filed by the
accused urges THC Chief Justice to swifily
conclude the trial and subsequently fix
date to announce the verdict,

“Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has
been probing the case for last five vear,
The suspects are being exploned as F1A
keeps on asking for more time in their
investigation™, the petition read It is to be
noted that an Anti- Terronsm Court { ATC)
had rejected FIA's plea seeking more time
to collect evidence m the casc. Other than
that, ATC had summoned FIA's final
argument in the case on June 20,

Indian troops martyr
youth in Kashmir

SRINAGAR

ted mul were killed in the

INF

Indian troops i their fresh act of
state terrorsm in occuped Kashmir,
martyred one Kashmiri youth in
Budgam district on Sunday. The
youth was killed dunng a violent
cordon amd scarch  operation
taunched jointly by Indian Army’s
53 Rashtrrva Rifles, Central Reserve
Police Force and Special Operation
Group at Bugam in Chadoora arca of
the distinct. Soon afer the killing, the
authoritics suspended the internet.
On June 23, Indian troops mar-
tyred at least two youngsters in
Shopian district of occupied Kash-
mir. The youth were killed by Indian
Armmy’s | Rashtriva Rifles, Central
Reserve Police Force and Special
Operation Group dunng a violent
cordon and search operation n
Awneera arca of the district. An In-
dian official claimed that two sus-

zunfight and the identity of the slain
15 being ascertained, he sand, adding
scarches are underway in the arca.
Mecanwhile, the occupation au-
thanties suspended all Internet serv-
wces in the district Indian troops on
Satwrday martyred youth in Islam-
abad district i occupied Kashmir
during a cordon and search operation
m Mowgzan, Vennag. The occupation
authorities have suspended mobile
internet service in Islamabad district.
Earlier, thousands of people at-
tended inthe funeral prayers of the four
martyred youth at their natrve aneas
Shopan and Pulwama destnicts. On Fri-
iy, Indean troops martyred at least four
Kashmin youth i Indien-occupsed
Kashmir (lok) n their fresh act of state
terrorism i the troubled valley. Ac-
cording to detauls, the killings cecurred
in Pulwama district af the Kashmir
The Kashmin youths were martyred
dunng a cordon and scarch operation

at Punjran area of the district.
Meanwhile, an Indian army offi-

cial was also killed n an anack at

Sadura arca of lslamabad district of

the Indian Occupied Kashmir. In
Apnl, the occupying Indian army
martyred 13 Kashmins, including a
young boy. According to data col-
lected by the Research Section of
Kashmir Medm Service, 132 people
were critically injured by pellets,
bullets and tcargas shells over the
course of the month.

Pakistan
demands probe
into attack on
cricketfans

ISLAMARBAD: Pakistan has demanded a
probe o a scutfle outside the Leods ericket
stadium a day Pakistan and Afohanistan
cricket fans clashed in Leeds followed by an
attempted assault on Pakistan cricket team
by an Afghan fan. A statement issued by For-
eign Dfice on Sunday said Pakistan ex-
pressed concemn over the attack of Afghan
fans on Pakistam cricketers and supporicrs
affter the match. Pakistan has demanded
sports and law enforcement authorities i
conduct detail mguiry into the matter and
made the people accountable invelved in the
incudent. Afier Pakistan won the match
against Afehanistan, an Afghan fan tried o
attack Wahab Riaz. The picture shows him
being tackled to the ground by an 10C offi-
cial, The ugly scenes at Headingley were
sparked by the flying of a banner over the
ground reading: ~Justice for Balochstan,™
Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest and poorest
province, which borders Afghanistan and
Iran, 15 rife with Islamist, separatist and sec-
farian MSUrECnCics. STAFF REPORT

PM estahlishes
vouth council

ISLAMABAD: Pnme Minister Imran
Khan has established first vouth council of
Pakistan comprising important icons of
vouth from sparts, education, religion,
economy and arts and culture have been
made part of the council. The PM will be
patron-in-chief of the council while Prime
Minister Special Assistant { PMSF) on
Youth Affars Usman Dar wall be the
chairman of the council, A Pakistan Army
Major Tanveer Shafi 1s the first member of
the council. Bessdes, cricketer Hassan All,
Sana Mir, actor Hamza Ali Abbasi and
actress Mahira Khan, Muneeba Mazan are
the part of the council. e

Govt extends amnesty scheme till July 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01

*“At the heart of the budget are the
people of Pakistan, because a govern-
ment’s success can only be assessed
on the basis of how good it 15 for the
people,” Shatkh said. “And if harsher
than harsh measures need to be taken,
we shouldn’t shy away from them,™
he said.

“When the PTI was clecied into
govormment, it mherited an cconomic
«erisis that 1t is still trying to get out of,”
Shakh said, explaining that due to the
current account deficit and foreign
loans, the external front was a matter
of great concern.

“We ook immediate steps to curh
the external threats. We tried bringing
down the Current Account Deficit. We
imposed taniffs on imports and that too
on luxury products & finished prod-
ucts; to squeere imports. And that has
continued in this budget.

Due to foreign loans and the im-
port-cxport gap, the rupee devalued in
comparison to the dollar. The first siep,
Shatkh said, was to reduce the current
account deficit,

This was achieved by levying tar-
iffs on imparts — particularly lucury
goods and finished products — to re-
duce the purchase of such products.
*“The current account deficit was 520
ballion when this government came to
power, but it has now gone down to
$13.5bn,” he said. “The budget has
suggested measures that will bring it

ZIGori,

,#%p,_

down further to $7 billion.”

The government also managed to
acguire $9.2 billion m loans with
friendly countnies, including deferred
payment facilities with Saudi Arabia
and United Arab Emirates, while the
government is in talks with Qatar over
similar arrangements.

“Things are also on the nght track
with the IMF,” Shaikh said. “If every-
thing stays on course, they will give us
a $6 billion package, and taking a cuc
from them, the Asian Development
Bank haz also committed spme money,
This will be dishursed during the year.
'We have similar hopes from the World
Bank.”™ “Thesc were the steps we took
to generate dollars,” he said.

In order to repay debts taken by
previous governments and make pay-
ments to provinces, the government
needs to save money, Shatkh said.

To do this, the government has
begun to implement austerity measures
starting from the top, with Grade 20+
civilian or military officers not receiv-
ing any increment in the budget, while
Girades 17-20 received a 5 per cent in-
crease, while Grades 1-16 received a
10pe increment in their salaries.

“For the first time in Pakistan’s
history, armed forces have not got a
budget increments. This sends a mes-
sage that everyone is on same page re-
garding taking Pakistan out of this
challenge,” Shaikh said.

The adviser on finance said that the
government had decided that if any

money 15 spent this fiscal wear, 1t
would be focused on the neediest sec-
tions of society first. The government
had, therefore, increased social safety
net budget allocations to Rs191 killion
from Rs10{) ballion.

Additionally, Rs200 ballion was al-
located to provide relief to low-energy
consumers who utilise less than 300
units of electmeity.

“Then we allocated money for the
people of the inbal areas. We believe
that s the third most deserving strata
of the government's relief efforts™
Shaikh said. “Social secunty nets that
alleviate the poor, widows who run
their houscholds and the weakest scg-
menis of socicty get precedence in the
government's priority st for relef.™

Busmessmen were also given some
relief in the budget, Shatkh said, ex-
plaining that import tariffs on a num-
ber of raw matcrials had been slashed
to Opc so that the cost of doing busi-
ness was manageable for busmnessmen.

Simularly, Shaikh said, the tax on
exports has been exempted.

The prime minister s adviser on fi-
nance said the government had zet it-
self a revenue collection target of
Rs5.5bn for the coming fiscal year.

“The rich of Pakistan pay the low-
5t 1ax in our region. [t cannot go on
like this,” he smd, adding that the pov-
emment was “all set to achieve™ its tax
collection target. He explamed that the
measures related to taxation and rev-
enue collection were necessary be-

PKR 1000 -ax

PKR 2000 «ax

cause the government wants to spend
on improved infrastructure, education,
better healthcare and clean water, but
needs funds in order to that,

*All the valid points we got as sug-
gestions from Parliament and other
stake holders, we tried to accommao-
date them to improve this budget,” he
said.

Mimister of State for Revenue
Hammad Azhar chimed in here to say
that although previous governments
had talked about merging FBR data
with the MNational Database and Remis-
tration Authority for 10 years now, the
Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf {FT1) govern-
ment had managed to do it within 10
days.

“Basic steps for broademing our
revenue that have not been taken m the
past 10 years, we ook m our firsi 10
maonths,” he added.

FBR Chairman Shabbar Zaidi said
that people had previously “never had
a good reason to think that the govern-
ment has some sort of data on them re-
garding their taxes™.

“Mow we have mtegrated data that
serves as a driving factor,” he stated.

Azhar, explaining taxes on ciga-
rettes, denved the impression that taxes
on the tobacco industry had been re-
voked to appeasc any lobby.

“The only revoked taxes ane impon
taxes. Taxes on tier 1 and 2 have been
increased per pack of cigarettes, upto
Rs8 even. All this money will be di-
rected towards healthcare,™ Azhar said.
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INDIA WARMS UP TO PAKISTAN, OFFERS
TALKS ON KARTARPUR CORRIDOR

NDIA has proposed to hold

talks with Pakistani officials

on Kartarpur Cormidor be-

tween July 11 and 14 on the

Pakistani sude of Wagah Bor-
der to take the project further, with
the aim of completing it by No-
vember ahead of the birth anniver-
sary of Baba Guu Nanak,
according to reporis.

According to the plan proposed
by India, both sides will discuss a
draft agreement peraming o issucs
related to the project’s infrastruc-
ture and alignment and the faciiat-
ing the movement of Sikh yatrees,

The development follows
nearly three months of silence
which was preceded by India’s de-
clsion to post] the talks sched-
uled for Apnl 2 over the alleged
inclusion of pro-Khalistan activists
n the Pakistan: committee.

While announcing its decision
to postpone the meeting, New
Delhi had said it had “sought clari-
frcations from Pakistan on key pro-

posals put forward by India at the
last meeting held in Attan to dis-
cuss the modalities of the Kartarpur
Sahib Comdor™.

Pakistan, in a statement, had
regretted India’s decision, saying:
“Last minuic postponcment with-
out seeking views from Pakistan
and especially after the productive
technical meeting on March 19 15
incomprchensible.™

The cormdor is planned to be
opened for Sikh pilgnms this year
n commemoration of the 350th
birth annmiversary of Baba Guru
MNanak, the founder of Sikhism.

The groundbreaking ceremony
of the corndor in Pakistan was per-
formed last year on November 28,
In January, Pakestan had shared ts
draft of Kartarpur Comidor Accord
with India and inwvited its delegation
for a visit for negotiatmg the docu-
ment, which would govern opera-
tions of the corridor meant to
provide visa-free access to Indian
Sikh pilgnms to the Gurdwara in

Kartarpur Sahub (Narowal district).
In January, Pakistan shared its draft
of Kartarpur Corridor Accord with
India and mvited 1ts delegation for
a wisit for negotiating the document.

India, however, instead of ac-
cepting the propozal on that occa-
swon, msisied on hosting  the
meeting and asked Pakistam offi-
cials to visit Dell either on Feb 26
or March 7. Although the counter-
proposals from Islamabad and
Delhe had given the impression of
a sort of standoff on the ssue, Is-
lamabad had, instead of reacting to
the position taken by India in re-
sponsc to is original suggestion,
vowed to “take the process for-
ward”. The announcement came a
week after the Indian Air Force
{IAF) violated Pakistami airspace
following the Feb 14 attack target-
ing Indian socurtty forces n Indian-
occupied Kashmir's Pulwama arca.

Two intruding [AF jets were
later downed by Pakistan and a
pilot was captured only to be re-

leased as a unilateral goodwall ges-
ture. Amidst rhetoric by Indian of-
ficials in the afiermath of the
attack, Pakistan had called back ns
high commissioncr in India for
consultations on Feb 18, The high
commissioner retumed 1o India last
week as tensions began to defuse
after intervention by influental
world capitals. On March 14, offi-
cials from Pakistan and India
agreed to expedite work to opera-
tionalise the Karmarpur Corridor
after talks on the matter concluded
on a cordial note in Attari, India.

Delegations of Pakistan and
Indian techmical experts met on
March 19 at the the proposed zero
points to discuss and finalise the
development of the Kartarpur Cor-
ndor. It was decided afier this
meeting that both sides will present
surveys and maps for border fenc-
ing and developmental work on the
Dera Baba Manak-Kartarpur Sahib
corndor te their respective govern-
menis HNEWS DESK

Govt notifies
Adjudicating

Authority under

Saudi team in town for
‘Road to Makkah’ project

Benami act

ISLAMABAD: Federal povernment has
established the Adjudicating Authonty under
Benam Transactions (Prohshition) Act 2017,
according to a press statement ssued by the Federal
Board of Revenue here. Jamil Ahmed, a retired
Pakistan Administrative (Hficer has been appointed
of the Adjudicating Authority
“h:uas Muhammad Tanvir Akhtar, a retired Inland
Revenue Officer and Khagan Murtaza, an officer of
Pakistan Adminstrative Officer were appointed as
members Adjudicatimg Authority, according to the
naotification. The Adjudicating Authority will start
functioning wee.f. 15t July, 2011 %.In an another
naotification 1ssuwed by the FBR, Inland Revenue
Officers have been posted in the Benami Zoncs
established under Benami Transactions { Prohibetion)
Act 2017, Benami Zones have already staried to
implement Benami Act 2017, Under the instructions
of the chairman FBR. has already swung into action
against people having Benami properties. app

Buzdar, Sarwar
call on PM

Amid reports that some of the lawmakers
belonging to the Pakistan Muslhim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) from Punjab are ready to jump the ship,
Prime Mimister Imran Khan on Sunday mct Punjab
Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar and
Governor Punjab Chaudhry Sarwar. During the
meetings, the Punab CM and the Governor
Funjab briefed the prme minister on the current
political situation in the provnce. South Punjab
Province Exccutive Council Chasrman Tahir
Bashir Cheema was also present in the meeting,
Matters pertaining to South Punjab province also
came under discussion in the meetmg. NEWS DESK

I5LAMABAD
STAFF REPORT

A 40-member Saudi team ar-
mved Islamabad on Sunday
for 60 days stay to inriate
Road to Malkkah project from
Islamabad airport durmg Hay)
Operation, 2019, Federal
Mimister for Religious Affars
and Inter-fath  Harmony
Noorul Hag Qadn welcomed
the Saudi delegation and pre-
sented & bougquet The Sauds
team will iake over the re-
sponsthiliics at Islamabad ar-
port tomormow, said a
Mmister for Religious
Affairs Noor ul Hag Qadn

said that after the success of

Road 1o Makkah project in
Islamabad, the project will be
expanded to include other

cities of the country. The
Mmister appreciated the role
of Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammad bin Salman who

played a role in granting of

this facility to Pakistam pil-
grims He sard the project has
started on an expenimental
basis at Islamabad Awport
and later it will be expanded
o mclude Karache, Lahore,

“Two and three new
cities will be added mio the
profect next year,” he added.
The Minster termed the
ranting of e-visa facility to
Pakistans palgrims by Saudi
authoritics a good step as it
was a long-standing demand
of Pakstan. The CAA had
announced on June 27 the

schedule of pre-Hag flight
operations for Karachi s Jin-
nah International Aurport.
According to the schedule,
first pre-Hayy flight of a pni-
vate arline will depart from
Karachi on July 3 The
flight, PA-1760 would leave
for Saudi Arabia with over
180 mtending pilgnms on
board. From Karachu, the first
PLA Hajj flight, PE-743, will
depart at 7:00 pm with 225
passengers on board for
Medina on July 5. Sources
said that over 25081 m-
tending pelgrims would be

to Saud: Arabia
through 95 flights duning
the Haj operation from
Karachi and added that the
operation would continue
nll August 6. NEWS DESK

Shujaat calls Senate
chief Sanjrani, assures
support

LAHORE
STAFF REFORT

Pakistan Muslim League
(PML-0) President and
former prime mindster
Chaudhary Shujaat

Senate Sadig Eanjra.ni and
expreszed his party's
the besieged the Senate ch:cf Shujaat
sand that there was no justification for moving a no-trust motion
the Scnate chairman. and assured him PML full support
on which the Chairman Scnaic has eratiude to Ch
Shagat Hussam and Chawdhary Parvez Elabi for their support.
THE NUMBER GAME: The jomnt opposition is in a
comfortable numencal pesition to tum the tables on the ruling
coalmon if it goes ahead with its decision o vote out Sanjrani,
A primary condition will be that all the opposition vodes are
cast in the favour of its consensus nomimee in the secret
ballot. As per the calculations, the opposition parties, in the
103-member House, enpoy the support of 61 senators while
the governmg alliance has the backing of 40 members, The
chairman can be removed by the maponty of the total
‘membership. Thus the support of at least 32 senators wall be
required to carry the no-confidence motion. The opposition
alliance comprises the PML-N with 29 senators, PPP with 20,
Mational Party of Mir Hasil Bizengo wath five members,
Jamat Ulema-c-1slam-Fazl (JUI-F) with four senators,
Pashtoonkivwa Milli Awami Party (PEMAP) of Mehmood
Achalen with two and Awami National Party ( ANP) of
Asfandyar Wal with onc member in the Upper House, The
decision to remove Sanjram was taken at an APC hosted by
JUI-F chief Fazlur Rehman The government alliance 15 ina
weaker position, with FTT's 14 senators. Its ally Muttahida
Qaumi Movement {MOM) has five, Balochistan Awami Party
{(BAPY) has two, and Balochistan National Party-Mengal
{BNP-M) and PML-Functional have one senator each m the
Houwse. 8 senators, who sit on the government benches, ane
from trbal districts. The two votes of the Jamant-e-Islami
can’t be counted in the basket of the opposition or the
‘2overnmient as this party has embarked upon an
“indcpendent™ policy. It stayed away from the APC and
doesn’t stand wath the government as well. Its Senate votes
may go to either sade or its MPs may even abstam. Sadig
Samjrani doesn’t belong to any of the political parties. He was
elected & senator by an independent group. However, later the
mdependent group, he belonged to, formed Balochestan
Awami Party (BAP). The numenical asscts of the two sides
apart, the charman’s ouster, the first of its kind, will be a huge
devel that may stir the already charged political
environment. It may further peak the confrontation. Already,
the opposition’s dommation in the Senate has debilitated the
government to get any bill passed from the Upper House.

PPP rejects increase
in prices of power,
gas: senator

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mustafa Nawaz
Khokhar, the spokesman to the Chamrman
PPP Bilawal Bhutto-Zardan, has saud that
FPP rejects the increase in the prices of gas
and elecincity. Senator Khokhar ma
staternent on Sunday said that the
government wants toorun the country by
price hike, which is anti-people. The people
are bemg crushed under the increasing prices

of goods cver smee thas government came
it powwer, he added. He saad that the
Sovernment's incompetency 15 at its height as
the people who created a havoc over pnice
hike while standing on containers are
nowhere to be seen, The government wants
to reduce the deficit by robbing the people of
this country, he added. The spokesman to
Chairman PPP saud that the le are sick
and tired of the PT1 government and if they
decide to protest on the roads, then no one
can stop them. He sasd that Chairman
Bilawal 15 determined towards acquinng
Justice fioe the people. PPP has already begun
s mass contact campaign, he concluded, e

TRANSGENDER PERSON
KILLED IN COLD BLOOD

NOWSHERA: A wransgender person named Afiab aka
Mava Khan was shot dead by “unknown assailants™ m
MNoor Gul Babar arca, police said on Sunday. The body of
the transgender person was shifted to the Distnict
Headquarters Hospital for postmoriem. Doctors at the
hosprtal saud Afiab was shot at from a close range.
According to Pakhtunkhwa Crvil Society Coordmator
Taimoor Kamal, the deccased was handed over to his
tamity by Hashtnaghn Police without his consent a month
ago. She, however, fled from home and was again handed
over to the family by the police on Saturday. And a few
hours later, she was shot dead. According to a report ina
local media outlet, police suspect her father, who was upset
at her for choosing to live as a transgender person, was
behind the cnime. Meanwhile, the transgender communaty
in Peshawar gathered outside the Hashinaghn Police
Station and staged a demonstration. sPp

PML-N members leaving due to Shehbaz, Maryam ‘rift’ : Fawad

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPOET

Federal Mimster fior Science and Tech-
nology Fawad Chaudhry on Sunday said
the “oppasition was breaking”™ and the
Pakistan Muslim League-Mawaz (PML-
N} lawmakers were jumping the nift amid
an alleged rift between party President
Shehbaz Sharnf and Vice President
Maryam Nawaz.

Addressing media talk, the minister
said there was no role of the Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insaf ( PT1) in breaking away
the PML-N members because they were
well aware of the future of the party with
its leadershup allegedly divided.

Fawad said that the PTI was not in-
volved m any groupings, but it was the
PML-N itself that sct the things in mo-
tions. “There was a fight for leadership in

the PML-N and the Shanf famil

Spealing about the role of Shehbaz in
the party, he said PML-NM leader Shehbaz
Sharif had resigned from all the commit-

tees and just remained opposition leader
in the Mational Assembly.

No one pays atiention to Shehbaz
Sharif m the PML-N, he claimed.

He said that Shehbaz Shanf = not a
ecrisis leader and that leadership of the
PML-N had been taken over by Maryam
Nawaz, He added Shehbaz had become
Fazal Elali or Rafig Tarar now as She-
hbaz is nothing more than a figurchead.

He said that Shehbaz Shanf talked
about the Charter of Economy on the
floor of the Mational Asscmbly with
Khawaja Asif next to him. When Maryam

MNawaz rejected it, Asif Khawaja himself

changed his stance to support Maryam.
He said that Marvam MNawaz had
snatched the PML-N"s narrative from her
uncle Shehbaz Shanf. He sad that
Maryam Nawaz 15 the one who ousted her
own father from power, made him go to
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Jail and took over the party leadership.
The mimsier termed the opposition
attitude as iImmature and challenged to try
0 remove the Senate chairman, whom he
declared government’s candidate for the
slot. “They should trv to do 5o to know
how many their senators support them.™
PTI ON RIGHT TRACK OF PROS-
PERITY: The politscal footing, strong
foreign policy  and prudent cconomic
plans of the government had put the
country on the right track of prospenty,
e said while talking about the perfiorm-
ance of the PTI. The minsster said that the
Zovernment had paid Rs 9.8 billion in

lpan<, which was more than the budget of

Sindh province while the government
was stll striving to overcome the coco-
momic situation. He said that the govern-
ment remamed successful m passing the
federal budget fior the year 20019-20 and

started working to meet the challenges in
tax collection target which was fixed at
Rs 5.5 trilhion. The munister assured that
the government will be able to improve
the financial condition of the country
within spc months while the government
also remained successfid in achieving for-
cign policy goals,

He termed Afzhan President Ashraf
Cihani’s visit to Pakistan and Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan's upcoming visit to the
US as game changer. He saud that Foreign
Mimster Shah Mehmood Qureshi duning
s visit to Brussels signed vanous agree-
mients, one whole chapter was on science
and technology cooperation, he added.
He said afier British Arways, other Euro-
pean Union airlines had started modifying
their advisones regarding Pakistan. Prince
William and Kate Middicton are also
coming o Pakistan i August, he added.
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CITY NOTES

M.A. NIAZI

HE Chief of Army Staff should not be

asked to fircfight. First, he had to break

the Pakistan cricket team out of 1ts los-

ing streak. After the loss to India, there

he was at the World Cup match against
Mew Zealand. The team won. 5o why didnt he
2o to the match with India, Maybe that 15 some-
thing his suceessor will do. OFf course, he may
have been talent-spotting. Back in 1992, Gen
Asif Nawaz was COAS, He didn't go to Aus-
tralia during the World Cup, but if he had, he
would have been able to take in one of the
matches which Imran Khan captained on his fa-
mous cCampaign.

The members of the team had probably

that their days of being scouted was over,
baut 1f the COAS was personally present, then
were there any nerves among any of the players?
I would suspect that the most nervous would be
Sarfraz, for if he won the Cup, he would still
need to do a lot to win approval.

In some respects, he would not find a problem.
Sartrax might be the only person who can make
Imran look bright, and Imran is in turn the only
jperson who makes Mian Nawaz Shanf book brisht.
Mian Naweaz had the advaniage of making hus mil-
itary backers feel miellectually superior, which was
the edge he had over Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who had
the disadvantage that he was ll:rrlfymgh. bnght,
and made his backers realise it

Beside winning the Cup, Sarfraz would have
o start cating organic food, and bring chaes to
hus personal life. At the moment, he isn’t reputed
to have fathered any illegitimate children. He

BH\TING THE HEAT

might want to rectify that. There 15 some doubt
about him, as the PT1 thinks he is a cormupt ele-
ment, but he can’t really be held responsible for
some of the shots that have been played, or all
the balls the bowlers have bowled.

Maybe the COAS was keeping safe. The
Chiet of Defence Staff of Ethiopia, Gen Scare
Mekonnen, was killed by his bodyguard, 1n
Ambhara, The Amhara Governor was also klled
by his bodyguard. A coup attempt was made,
even though there was mo allegation of cormup-
tron anywhere. And anyway, only General
Mekonnen should have been allowed to carry
out a coup. And let there be no mistake: the
country s cconomy cannet afford anything hap-
pening to Greneral Bajwa.

He's playing an ever more important role m
the economy than he would have expected when
accepting his commission, what with being a
member of the National Development Council,
and being the chief guest at a seminar at the Na-
tional Diefence University on the couniry’s eco-
nomic  problems.  With one well-placed

eround bark of “"Shun!™ the economic n-
dicators misbehaving will fall nto line. If they
don't, they will only prove that they are traitors.

Will we be looking at “sclected” indicators? 1
doubt it, now that “selected”™ has been declared an
unparliamentary word. Some other words that
should be declared unparhiamentary- *hottletops”,
*wives” and “illegitimate daughicr”, And in future,
no parliamentary party will be allowed to sclect a
PML It will have to hail him by acclamation.

Well, | suppose that’s not a problem m
France, where it reached 46°C. Well, Europe is
going through a heat wave night now, because of
the Chinese conspiracy aganst the USA, which
= what US President Donald Trump insists that

chmate change actually 15. That, by the way, was
the seasonal high for Lahore. And we have fans.

Fans did not save Oscar and Valeria
Ramirez, the father and daughter who drowned
whilc crossing the Rio Grande from Mexico into
the USA. Thewr picture raiscd memorncs of Alan
al-Kurdi, the Synan refugee boy who was
drowned while trying to get into Europe from
Syria, and photographed on the Turkish beach
he was drowned.

Now, four years down the line, Europe is
still wresthing with the blem of Syran
refugees. What price the USA will sull be
wrestling with Mexican refuges problem four
wyears down the line? The USA is not facing a
new flood of refugees from Mexico, but from
all over Central America (the Ramirczes were
from San Salvador),

It’s interesting that both the drowned chil-
dren were flecing violence. In Syna, it’s the civil
war. In Central Amernica, 1t"s the cocaine cartels,
In both, one can sec the USA as ultimately re-
sponsible, because in the Mid-East, if the USA
didn’t back Israel, it wouldn't have to be a player,
and the civil war would probably be over. And if
there weren't so many people domg cocaine i
the USA, the cartels, all the way from Mexico to
Colomina, wouldn't exist. But | supposc we now
back the cartels. Which reminds me. Maybe Sar-
fraz should take up cocaine too.

The death of the Ramirezes comeided wath the
revelation that migrant children in Texas border pa-
trol facilities didn’t have ., toothbrushes
or blankets, and were being forced 1o sleep on
floors. The rﬁnlt was probably inevitable: Demo-
cratic candidates fior President tumed up for the

Lok, the electson 15 i wanter 2020, Tt's
summer 2009 Only in Amenical

LHC rejects Khawaja brothers’ bail pleas in Paragon Society case

LAHORE: Lahore ngh Court (LHC) announced

aco h the reject
of th: pleas filed by Khawaja brothers fr.n' Tbaul,
media reported.

A two-member bench headed by Justice Al
Bagir Wajfi issued the 14-page verdict.

Development Authority {LDA).

Khawaja Saad Rafique started this project
along with s wife Ghazala and Qaiser Amin
Buti.

During the hearing of this case, court noted
that the name of air avenue society was changed

agamst PML-N leaders.

The verdsct of the court further said that i this
project 21 canals and 18 marlas of governmental
land was included m the society from Phlarwan
whereas 4 canals and 10 marlas of land was added
from the Cantt area. The verdict mentioned this

Wﬂmiwmn‘{&

10N st o e A s -1
SefppBerfaroal s Lonte dipgh M bactin

Bt Msar S L Pt £ 8 o pryemllopinginndt 2
LI ALY L o oh Pt P o s sa LM L
BT (1 VLTI E W

et DML wpia Pl dartuPes g L 3

e o LTV (AP T PR I O
5 R

P2 AL R VO O (PR

Pt iyt P Sl e A

The verdict asserted that paragon society  to paragon society while Muhammed Rafique, clearly that Khawaja brothers acquired the plots
launched tn 2006 was not approved by the Lahore  Shated Buti and others recorded statements  through fraud and were unable to defend the ac-
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PAKISTANT

Protesters demand
recovery of
missing persons

LARKANA: The relatives of missing
persons belonging to different disinicts
held a protest here on Sunday at Jinnah
Bagh to seck their carly and safe recovery.
The protesters, including women and
children, were holding portraits of their
mussing relatives and banners and
placards inscribed with their demands.
They gathered in front of local press club
and chanted slogans for acceptance of
their demands. The protesters came here
from different parts of the district and
were demanding recovery of missing
persons, including Prof. Ghulam Shabir
Kalhom, Murtaza Juncjo, Kashif Al
Tagar, Aqib Chandio, Murtaza Solangi,
Shakhud Juncjo, Rafique Umrani, Ayoob
Kandhro and others. They appealed to
Prime Minister Imran Khan, Chief Justice
of Pakistan Asif Saced Khosa and Chief
of Army Staff General Camar Javed
Bapwa to take personal interest in the safe
recovery of the missing persons. e

2 dead hedies found
n Orangi, Malir

KARACHI: Bodies of two persons
brutally murdered were found on Sunday
marmning from two different spots of the
Meiropolis. As per police, one of the body
which was found from Orang) Town arca
of Karachi had the head severed and
hands and legs all ted up. Police clammed
that the body was of a man named Sher
Zaman, The other body was discovered
from Bakra Pern Malir arca. Police said
that the victim was subjected to severe
torture before being murdered. As per the
latest reports, only one of the bodies got
identified, however, police have launched
invesligabion into the matier. e

NEWS

MURAD REJECTS POSSIBILITY OF
ZARDARI TO BECOME SENATE CHAIRMAN

NEWS DESK

INDH Chaef Mimster (CM)

Syed Murad Al Sheh on

Sunday rejected rumours re-

arding the former president

and Pakistan People’s Party
co-chairman Asif Ali Zardan’s chances
of becoming Senate chairman,

While talking to journalisis
Jamshore, the Smmdh chief minister
clamed, “Asif All Zardan would defi-
nitely do it for what he says.”

“I do not think that Zardan Sahib
wall become Senate chairman as the
jpresent head of the Upper House was
able to get this positon afier being sup-
ported by Asif Ali Zardan,™ he added.

Shah reiterated that PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardan has condemmned
the role of the federal government and
the Speaker National Assembly.

“The federal government has not
heard sugeestions of opposition despite
a major surge 0 inflaton. | condemn
such moves of the federal government.”™

Shah refused to comment over the
recent meeting between Prime Minister
Imran Khan and Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) legislators. He
said, “Concerned political party should
be asked for the meeting of N-Leaguc
ministers with PM Imran Khan™

However, he said that it was a con-
demnable action for changing lovalties
of legislators by harassing them.

It 15 pertinent to menhon here that

Sadig Sanjram had met with the former
president Asit Al Zardan in Pardiament
House [slamabad following the opposi-
tron partees” threat to de-scat Senate
chairman on Junc 23,

According to details, the meeting
between Asif Zardan and Senate charre-
man lasted for more then half an howr,

When it was inquired from journal-
15t to disclose erther matter of no-confi-
dence motion  against him was
discussed in the meeting or not™ The
Senate charrman rephied, *1 just visited
Asif Zardan to inquire has health,”

Sadig Khan Sanrani also ruled out
any possibility of a no-confidence mo-
tion against him, saying that the matter
15 not 3 big deal.

Earlier on June 26, the opposition’s

All Partics Conference ( APC) had saw
disagreement and disarray among its
ranks when the members reportedly dis-
couraged demands of collective resig-
nation from the National Assembly.

JUIF Chicf Manlana Fazal Ur
Rehman was the one who came up with
the idea of collective resignations,

The Major political players sad
that they were deliberating upon the op-
tion to resign but would only consider
i as the last resort.

The APC also discussed plans to
ask the current Chawrman Senate and
Dieputy Chairman Senate to resign from
their positions. A possibility of the
Deputy Charrman Saleem  Mandwvi-
walla’s resignation bemng presented was
discussed as the first plan of action.

Schools acress Sindh
to re-open today

ISEAMABAD: Sindh School Education Department
Sunday clanfied that the provincial government has not
masde any extension in summer vacation and all govt and
private educational institutions in the province will re-open
from July 1, 2019. The new educational session would
also begin inall private and government instrutions from
tomomon, 8 private news channel reported. Secretany
School Education Department Sindh advised parents to
send their children to schools in accordance with the
schedule released for the education sessions. ape

PTI gave nothing to masses except inflation: Wahab

KARACHI

Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister
on Information & Archives, Law
and Anti-Corruption  Barrister
Murtaza Wahal has sad that the
country 15 at the edge of devasta-
ton owing to meompetent rulers.

In a statement issued here on
Sunday, Murtara Wahab said that
if it had left to the incumbent mn-
competent  government  they
would even taxed the breathing.

The steeprisc in gas and clectnciy
[ tantf was unjustified, he added. He
saad that the sicps taken by the FT1
government. had dented the for-
cign mvestment badly. It scemed
as if the whole team of the Pime
Munsster Imran Khan had doctor-
ate n ncompetency, he added.
The Adwvisor to CM smd that
the mulers were behaving like step
mother to the peopbe of Sindh.
The failed government had given
nothing o the people of the coun-
try except milation and unem-

ployment, he siated. He said that
a chaotic stuation was prevailing
n the country as people could not
even amange for ther day'’s meal
casaly. He demanded that the de-
cision to rase the gas price should
immedmtely be taken back.
Bamster Muriaza Wahab
while slamming Prime Mimister
Imran Khan said that he was a
friend of stockholders while ad-
versary of the poar. His dual stan-
dard was extremely destructive
for the country, he concluded.

No trains even 10 days
after collision

Ranlway traffic remained disrupied on Sunday after a
jpassenger train collided with a freight train near
Hyderabad on June 20, a local media outlet reported.
At least three people, a train diver and two assistant
drivers, were killed and several others injured after a
passenger tramn collided with a freight train near
Hyderabad. According to report, the Karakoram
Express will depart from Karachis Cantt Statson for
Lahore at 5:15 pm afier a delay of 2 hours. Similarly,
the Karachi Express will leave for Lahore from Karachy
Canti Station at 7:15 pm after a delay of three hours,
said sources. Likewise, Pak-Business and Sukkur
Expeess are also facing delays. The mitial investigation
report of train accident suspected that it occurred
because of negligence on the part of the driver and
assistant driver of a passenger train that rammed into a
coal-laden goods train near Hyderabad. mews pess

Mangoes quench Pakistan’s summer brunt

KARACHI

touched 50 degrees Celsius earlier this

NEED TO
TECHNOLOGY

INTRODLUCE NEW

o export 100,000 metric tonnes of man-

In Pakistan, where people are explonng
ways to beat the seaning summer heat, de-
licious mangoes keep them cool and freshe
The nsing summer temperatures co-
incide with the harvest of mango crop as
well. Extolled as king of fruits, India and
Pakisian recognise st as thewr national
fruit. Both often unleash its power in
diplomacy and political outreach. The
frust has also been used by wniters and
poets in the region, OVer centurics io rep-
resent unspoken thoughts and feelings.
Summer in both countnes is defmed
by the sighis and sounds of vendors
hawking piles of soft, sweet-smelling
mangoes or pureeing them to create re-
freshing drmks to cut through the scorch-
ing heat. “Summer in Pakistan is getting
unbearable with every passing vear, but
mangocs only make 1t bearable,™ Tas-
meem Hussein, a lawyer said while bar-
gaining with a mango-scller, st the
entrance of Karachi's main fiuit market.
Karachi was once known for 1ts modest
weather even in the hottest months of June
and July. Global warming, associated with
nsing pollution levels, have upset weather
clock, with the city getting warmer in re-
cent vears. *“The cold and slushy {mango)
shake or the frosty mango slices beat the
fatizue, caused by the heat,” sard Hussein
with a winsome smule on his bearded face.
PAKISTANI MANGOES ARE
FAVOLURITES
Tang Al a resident of southern M-
pur Khas district, where temperatures

month, sayvs mangoes were the only thng
he liked about summers. “It (summer) is
stifling and disturbing, but 1 like the sca-
son because it brings with it mangoes,
that make me tidy at the end,” he said.
Mirpur Khas 1s onc of the largely
mango-producing regions and famous for
its huge Sindhri vanety of mangoes.
Pakastan produces 1.9 million tonnes
of mangoes annually, thus ranking secth
mn the world, followed by India, Ching,
Thailand, Indoncsia and Mexico. There
are two dozens of mango vanectics, no-
tably, Anwar Ratual, Dasheri, Langra,
Saroli, Sindhri, Totapan, and others. But
the taste of the country 15 prized Chaunsa.
Last year, Pakistan exported 82,000
meinic tonnes of mangoes to the Middle
East, Furope, the LS, Japan, Australia
and other countries. The juicy Chaunsa
accounted for 60% of mango exports.
“Chaunsa is a favourtie in the Middle
East, Ewrope, America and other coun-
trics because of its
special taste”, said
Waheed Abhmed, a
Karachr-based mango
exporter. In terms of
SIWCCINCSs, Pakistani
mangoes edege out their In-
dean and Indonesian coun-
terparts in the internatronal
market. Till 20011, when
the 1JS had put a ban on
the entry of Pakistam: man-
goes, the frunt lovers would go
all the way driving to Toronto,
Canada, to taste Chaunsa mangocs.

R

Diespate its aroma and taste that makes
Pakistami mangoes a hot favournite; Iittle at-
tention is bemg paid to adopt the latest har-
vest practices to improve ther quality
tfurther. Ahmed stressed that adoption 1o the
new technology was necessary to sustain
and also to cxplore new markets. “Even
China- the second largest mango producer-
wants our mangoes, as their production
docs not maich huge demand they have,
becausc of a large population,™ he said.

Past four years, the country’s mango
productson had shightly declined. “Ths
vear, production has shot up, because
growers are getting better prices. But shll,
there is a 30% shoriage compared to ac-
tual capacity and demand, mamby because
of changing weather patterns,™ he said.
The exporter added that the trend wall def-
initely improve mango exports. But the
impact will be scen on the ground, ondy by

3021-22. Pak-
istan
plans

-

zocs this year, according to Ahmed,
MANGO DIPLOMACY

LUsing mangoes to mend stramned re-
lations 1= an old tradition in the region.
The competing tribes over centuries used
ithe fruat, to defuse tensions,

In 2010, then US Sccrctary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton announced to
open the LIS markets for Pakisiani man-
zoes, in a bid to dampen anti- American
sentiment, marking the latest chapter in
the fruit’s curious history of diplomacy.

*“I have personally vouched for Pak-
istama mangocs, which are delicious, and
I'm looking forward to seeing Amenicans
be able to enjoy those in the coming
months,” Clinton said duning her vasit to
Islamabad. Prime Mmister Manmohan
Singh mited crates of mangoes o the vis-
iting LIS President George Bush in 2006,
when they were discussing the Indo-U5
nuclear deal. Whether President Bush
gave India warvers due 0 mangoes 15 not

known, but a

favourable climate

helped India to

clinch the access to

nuchear technology.

Local  chicf-

. tains and political

nivals have been
using mangoes o
mend relations. Pir of
Pagaro, famous spiri-
tual leader and head of his
faction of Pakistan Muslim
League — the second largest party in
rural Sindh province — has continued the

tradition to gift mango crates to his friends
and foes. Another politician from southern
Punjab, Nawahzada Masmullah Khan had
also carned fame for sending mangoes of
his orchards, to his political opponents
every vear till his death m 2003,

Almost every year Pakistan’s govern-
ment scnds a box of mangoes to the In-
dian primc mnister and other top
functionaries m the Indian capital New
Drelha. The most famous Pakistan: mango
1s known as Anwar Ratol, which has s
roots in a village two hours from New
Delha, in the Baghpat district of western
Uttar Pradesh province, Many years be-
fore Partition in 1947, a mango grower
from Ratol had migrated to Pakistani part
of Pungab and named a sprig he had trans-
planted there after his father, Anwar.
SOUR MEMORIES OF SWEET
MANGOES

The sweet mangoes have sour memo-
nes as well. Former military ruler Creneral
Zigul Hag was killed along with several
semaor military officers and the then US am-
bassador in a plane crash m August 1988,
Minutes before the plane took off;, several
boxes of Bahawalpur mangoes were loaded
m the plane. The conspracy theory is that
mango crates had bombs. Noted Pakistan
writer Mohammed Hamif has wsed this
episode in his award-winning comic novel
ntled, *A Casc of Exploding Mangoes”, to
expose cymical layers of corruption. Who
kilbed Zea? The bomb m the mango boo or
a technical error. No one knows, despite
several ingquiries. The jury is stll out on
whether to hold mangoes guilty or not,
Till then enjoy mangoes and stay fresh,
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ficials. At such meetings, no leaks could
passibly occur by definition.

Now, let's take a look at some of the
details. The difference between a “strike”
and an “operation’ = quite sigmificant, at
the very least in terms of duration, and
forces and equipment involved. It would
be mice to know if the NYT actually meant
a single awstrike or an cniire air operation.

Amusingly encugh, the publication re-

MIKHAIL KHODAREROR

RAN'S downing of a US military
survetllance drone last week pre-
dictably led to another flarc-up in
tense relations between Tehran
and Washington. What could be
the implications of a potential conflict be-

tween the two nations?

Right after the Global Hawk AV
was shot down, the New York Times re-
ported that US President Donald Trump
approved military strikes agamst Iran, but

then changed his mend.

Let’s start by saymg that the decision
to launch a military operation against Iran
{which s what this 1s really about), in-
cluding the specific time and place,
would have to be taken by a very small
group of top US political and military of-

ported that the stnkes were scheduled for
early morning to minmise the potenteal
death toll among the Iranian milnary and
civilians. It's worth pomting out that the 115
has never cared about the number of vic-
tims erther among the military personnel or
the civilian population of its adversanies.

Morcover, the purpose of anmy military
conflict 15 10 do as much damage to your
encmy &s possible in terms of personnel,
military hardware and other equipment.
This = how the goals of any armed con-
fhict are achieved. OF course, 1t would be
beest if civihian losses are kept to a mine
mum, but for the US it’s more of a sccond-
ary rather than a primary objective.

The US Navy and Aw Force tradition-
ally strike before dawn with one purpose
alone — 1o avowrd the antiaircraft artillery
{both small and medium-calibre), as well

as 8 number of air defience systems with
optical tracking, finng at them. Besides,
a sirike in the dark hours of the day af-
fiects the morale of the enemy personnel.

Here we need to understand that Iran
would instantly retaliate, and Tehran has
no small capabilitics for that. In other
words, 1t would be a full-scale war, For
the U5, it wouldn’t end with one surgical
airstrike withouwt consequences, ke in
Symia. And the UUS seems to have a very
vague idea on what a miltary victory
over Iran would look like. There s no
doubt that a prolonged air campaign by
the LIS will greatly undermine Iran’s mal-
itary and economic potential and reduce
the couniry to the likes of Afghanistan,
completely destroying its hydrocarbon
production and exports industries.

To say how long such a campaign
could last would be too much of a wild
guwess, but we have the examples of Oper-
ation Desert Storm i 1991 when airstnikes
lasted for 38 days, and Yugoskavia m 1991
when the bombing continued for 78 days.
So, theoretweally, the US eould bomb Iran
fior, say, 100 days, wrecking the country s
economy and mfrastructure step by step,

However, the pnee the US would

conflict may turn out to be too hagh,

Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and the UAE,

agents and dirty bombs.

|be enough to cause devastation.

that the Persian G

For instance, Iran can respond to 1%
aggression by launching intermediate and
shorter-range ballistic missiles 1o target
oil and gas ficlds and terminals m Saudi

Should such a war really happen, the
stakes would be very high, so there s
every reason to assume that Iran’s mis-
siles would not only be equipped with
conventional high explosive frapmenta-
tion warheads, but would also carry toxic

Furstly, it should be pomted out that
even though the capabilities of US mtclli-
mence arencies are almost limietless, quite a
few Iranian missile launchmg sites remain
undiscovered, Sccondly, US air defence
systems i the Persian Gulf, no matter how
eftective, would not shoot down every last
Iranian mssile. And even a handful of
Tehran's missiles reaching critical mfra-
structure i the Persian Gulf regron would

have to pay for starting such a malitary

other oil and gas infrastructure,

GOST OF POTENTIAL US WAR WITH IRAN?
$2350 OIL & ANOTHER AFGHANISTAN

If such a scenano came true, that
would bning inconceivable chaos to the
global economy and would immediately
drve up oil prices to $200-250 per barrcl
—and thai’s the lowest estimate. It 1s these
mmplications that are maost Likely keeping
the U5 from attacking Iran,

To solve the problem of Iran once and
fior all, the US would need to mount a
large-scale ground operation, with the US
Army invading the country. Amenca
would have to wipe out both regular Iran-
1an forces and the Islamic Revolutionary
Ciuard Corps, unseat the current leader-
sh]poflmn, and have a military presence
n every major city for the next 100t 135
years, keeping tight control over the en-
tire country at the same time,

For the record, the US fauled 1o do
that even in Afghanistan, which = several
times smaller than Iran in terms of both
ternitory and population. And almost 18
yvears of fighting later, the US has
achieved next to nothing.

OUn top of that, there are more ques-
tions than answers reganding the reliability
of the antimissile and ar defence systems
f monarchies deployed
o defiend their hydrocarbon terminals and

Mdfikchanil Khodarenok, military
commentator for R .com. He is a retired
colomel, He served as an officer af the main
operational directorate of the General
Staff of the Russian Armed Forces.

EU meeting on Iran ends with no
agreement to prevent US war

WSW5.0RG

ALEX LANTIER

On Frday, diplomats from Gemmany,
Bntan, France, the European Union,
China, Russia and Iran met in Vienma
for talks on the 2015 Iranian nuclear
treaty, a year after Washmgton unilat-
crally scrapped the agreement. No
agreement emerged from the meeting
om the central issue: the growing dan-
ger of a US war aganst Iran,

Last week, amid an ongoing US
military build-up m the Persman Gulf,
US President Donald Trump an-
nounced that he had pulled back from
launching air sirikes on Iran that would
have caused hundreds of deaths only
10 minutes before they were to begin.
On Frday, at the G20 summit n
Osaka, he ndicated that LS war threats
would escalate, declarimg that *“there’s
no rush”™ o ease tensions with Iran.

“There's absolutely no time pres-
sure,” he added. *1 think that in the end,
hopefully, it's going to work out. If st
does, great. And if doesn’t, you'll be
hearing abowt 1.7 It 1s clear that Wash-
ington’s unilateral scrapping of the
20115 treaty and its impositon of sanc-
tions targeting Iranian exports were a
prefude to a new US war doive. Prior to
the Vienna summit between represen-
tatives of the remaining signatories to
the 2015 ircaty, lramian officials
warned that it was the *“last chance.”

*“I thmk this meeting can be the last
chance for the remaiming partics ... o
gather and see how they can meet their
commitments towards Iran,” Forcign
Minstry spokesman Abbas Mousavy
told the Fars news . He added that
LIS sanctions azamet Iran “lack any legal
baz" and are a “desperate™ measure.

Un Friday, dunng the G20 summit
m Osaka, Chinese President X1 finpig
starkly warned that the Persian Gulf,
the centre of the world's oil supply, =
“standing at a crossroads of war and
peace.” According to China’s Xinhua
ncws azency, Xi saud, “China always
stamnds on the side of peace and opposcs
war. All partses must remain calm and
exercise restramt, sirengthen diabogue
and consultations, and jointly safe-
iguard regional peace and stabality.™

Xi's staternent came after his June 5
summit with Russian Presadent Viadimir
Putin in Moscow, where China and
Russia vowed to “protect”™ their ties to
Iran and “frmly opposc the mposition
of umlateral sanctions™ by anyone.

MNometheless, despite the danger of
all-out war across the Middle East, and
potentially the entire world, under condi-
trons where Iran and Russia are already
engaged m a bloody cight-year proxy

war agamst |5-hacked militias fighting
for regmme-change in Syna and Irag, the
Vienna summut faled to reach any deal.

“It was a stcp forward, but it s still
not enough and not mecting Iran’s expec-
tations,”™ lran’s representative m Vienna,
Deputy Foreign Minester Abhas Arageh,
said of the talks. Araqehd smid the stick-
mg pomt was the EU's refusal o defy
crippdmg LIS sanctions on Iran’s ol ex-

that are strangling s cconomy.
Aragehi criticised the Instex { Instrument
to Support Trade Exchanges) inststution
sct up in Pans by Germany, Britain and
France to finance EL-Iran trade without
using the U$ dollar, Up to now;, the EL
powers and Furopean companies have
refised to trade with Iran through Ins-
tex, ciimg fears of US retaliation.

“For Instex to be useful for Tran,
Europeans need o buy oil or consader
credit lines for this mechanism, Other-
wise, Instex 15 not hike they or we ex-
pect,” Aragehi saud. Evenaas it faces US
trade war threats, China 1s defymg US
sanctions on Irantan oil and grecting
Iranean oil tankers in fs major ports. It
15 expected to import 200,000 barrels
per day from Iran, according to industry
cestimates cited by the Financial Times.,

Asked m Vienna whether China
winuld obey Trump’s order to cut Iran-
man ol exports to “zero,” Chinese For-
cign Mimistry official Fu Cong said,
“We reject the umilateral imposition of
sanctions, and for us energy secunty 15
important ... We do not accept this zeno
policy of the United States.” The ELU,
Berlin, London and Panis are pursuing
a different policy—capitulating to 175
threats and demanding that Iran take no
action, cven as Washington sends thou-
sands of troops and an armada of war-
ships to the Persian Gulf 1o threaten i

In Vienna, EUJ diplomat Helga
Schmid merely confirmed that Instex is
“operational” before demanding Iran‘s
“full and effective implementation” of
the 2015 treaty. She thus echoed de-
mands this week from EL Council Pres-
wdent Donald Tusk, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and French President
Emmanuci Macron that Tehran abede by
the treaty, even after Washington has dis-
carded 1t and threatened to bomb Iran,

Aragehi rebuified these calls, wam-
g that Iran could act on its threat 1o
restant uranium enrichment and make
meore than the 300&kz limat on wramniumm
specified by the 2015 treaty. “1 don’t
think the progress made today waill be
encugh to stop our process, but the de-
cispon will be made in Tehran,™ he sad.

This statement reflects growing
anger with the EL in Iranian ruling cir-
cles. After German Foreign Minmster
Heiko Maas visited Tehran earlier this

month to demand that Tehran obscrve
the 201 5 treaty, while waming that Eu-
rope “cannot work miracles™ in foreign
polecy, the Iranian press mocked ham.

The Vienna talks underscore the
fatlure of whatever hopes remained,
after nearly 30 years of bloodletting
after the first US war against Irag in
1990-1991, that rival capitalist govern-
ments” diplomaiic manocuvres can
avert a new impenalist war m the Mid-
dle East. Instead, even broader disasters
are being prepared. Amad its continuing
economic decline compared to powers
like China and Germany, Washmgton s
resortmg maore ageressively to its mile
tary to try to restore its former glohal
hegemony. Yet a US war with Iran, a
country with three times the population
and four times the size of Irag, would
dwart even the homific 2003-2011 US
occupation of Trag, which left a millon
dead. After a decade of bloody proocy
wars in Irag, Libya, Syria and Yemen,
such a war would even more rapidly
maove toward a global war between the
worlds mayor nuclear-armed powers,
threatening the survival of humanity.

The ELI powers” attempts to whip
Iran into line with US demands do not
reflect agreement with Washingion's
Iran policy. Behind the scenes, US-ELT
tensions are surging. At a MATO defence
minsters” meeting Thursday in Brus-
sels, when newly installed acting US
Defence Secrctary Mark Esper sard he
would tolerate no further actions from
Iran, his French counterpart, Florence
Pardy, reportedly replied by demandmg
that Washington not invelve NATO i
military action in the Perstan Gulf,

The EU powers plan to spend hun-
dreds of billions of curos on a future -
dependent  European  army, and
Washington has sent repeated diplo-
matic communications in recent weeks
threatening to cut off military coopera-
tion with the European Union. Plans for
an ELl army are more and more clearly
bound up with the nvalry between the
Unsted States and Europe over the tnl-
ltons of dollars in oil moncy, critical
positions on world markets and con-
trol of melitary bases at stake in the
new round of imperial st wars of plun-
der that are being prepared.

Macron declared Thursday that he
shares the US “strategic obpective”™ In
Iran, namely, preventing “Iran from
getting a nuclear weapon.” He decnied
any [ranian moves o abandon the nu-
clear treaty. Macron also contested
Russian reports, backed by radar data,
that the US dronc shot down by Iran
over the Persian Gulf was hit over lran-
m@n termtonal waters. He saud the infor-
mation available to French authories
indicated it was “in the intermational
#one,” a5 alleged by Washington.

London has already announced
the dispateh of a hundred British com-
mandos to the Persian Gulf o jom the
muilrtary buld-up against Iran.

Air conditioning is the
world’s next big threat

SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

CHRIS BRVANT

The vast majonty of Amencans and many
Australians have air condtionimg, but i Ger-
many almost nobody does. At least not yet

S0 when temperatures in Berlin rose to
an uncomfortable 37 Celsius this week —a
record for the month of June — | was uncom-
monly delighted to go to the Bloomberg of-
fice, where 1t°s artificially and blissfully cool,

Asr-conditioning units sccount for more
than 40 per cent of the peak summer energy
load in major Indian cities. About half of
Chinese houscholds have this modem tool,
but of the 1.6 hllwon people hving in India
and Indonesia, only 838 million have access
to air conditioning at home, Bloomberz New
Energy Finance noted in a recent report,

For many, relief is in sight. Because of
the combmnation of population growth, nsing
incomes, falling equipment prices and urban-
sation, the number of air-conditioning units
mstalled globally 15 set to jump from about
L& bilhon today to 5.6 bilhon by the middle
of the century, according to the Intcmational

“nergy Agency. And because much of this

growth will happen in Asta, Chinese compa-
nies such as Gree Electric Appliances, (ing-
dao Haser, Midea Group and Japan®s Dakin
Industnies Lid should be big beneficiaries.

There’s just one glarimg problem: What
wall all this extra demand for electnicity do
to the chimate™

Carbon dioxide emissions rose another 2
per cent 1n 2018, the fastest pace 0 seven
years. That increase was alarming m iis own
right, given what we know about the untold-
ing climate emergency. But the proximate
cause was especially troubling: Extreme
weather led to more demand for ar condi-
tioneng and heatmg in 20018, BP explained in
1ts annual review of energy sector,

It's not too hard to imagine & vicious
cycle in which more hot weather begets ever
more demand for air conditioning and thus

even more need for power. That in fun
means more cmissions and even hotter tem-
peratures. That negative feedback exists
at a local level too. Awr-conditioning uniis
funnel heat outside, exacerbating the so-
called “wrban heat sland™ effect, which
makes cities warmer than the countryside.

BNEF expects clectnicity demand from
residential and commercial air conditioning
to increase by more than 140 per cent by
2050 — an imcrease that’s comparable io
adding the European Uneon’s entire electric-
ity consumption. Aar condimoning wall rep-
resent 12.7 per cent of electnoity demand by
the middle of the century, compared to al-
mast % per cent now, it thinks.

Thankfully, much of that extra demand
will be met by solar power (the need for
coolmg is highest dunng daylight hours). But
because temperatures don’t always retum to
comtfortable levels when the sun goes down,
there’s a danger some will be supplied by
fiossil power. Builldings have long been a
blind spot m climate discussions even though
they account fior about one-fifth of global en-
ergy consumption,

At least Crermany s “passrvhaus™ move-
ment, a way of building homes that require
very little heating or cooling, voluntary stan-
dard for energy efficiency in buwldings,
shows some people are starting to recognise
the danger, There are lessons o be learned
trom the world of hghting too. The LED rev-
olutton was spurred by mnovation but also
by better energy efficiency tabellmg on prod-
ucts and the phasing out of out-of-date tech-
nology. Something similar needs to happen
with air conditionmg.

There was a big step forward in Jamary
when the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal
Protocol came into force. Though not well
knowam, is aim 1s to phase out the use of po-
tent greenhouse gases called hydrofluorocar-
bons, which are osed wadely 1m air
conditioning systems. Unless substituted,
these alone could cause 0.4C of additional
warming by the end of the century.

Yet true to form, President Donald
Trump's admnistration hasn’t yet submatted
Kigali o the Scnaic for ranfication, even
though American manufacturers would ben-
efit from demand for the new technologies
that 1t would spawan.

Trump knows all abowt the importance
of good air con. He spends much of his time
at his Palm Beach country club, a place that
couldn’t exist without it

So he'd do well to remember this: You
can air condition the clubhouse but not the
golf course. And 1t's startmg to get awfully
hot outside.

Chris Brvamt is a Bloomberg Opinion
colunmmisi covering indusirial companies,



Maaday, 1 hily. 2019

FOREIGN NEws 07

PUTIN SAYS LIBERALISM ‘EATING
ITSELF’ MIGRANT INFLUX WRONG

(SAKA

AGENCIES

USSIAN Presadent Viadimar

Putin fired a new broadside

against Western liberalism at

the Group of 200 summit n

Japan, saying that policics
such as welcoming migrants have hurt
people’s nterests.

Speakong after the sumnit in Osaka
concluded on Saturday, Putin charged
that Donald Trump’s victory in the 2006
L5, presidental election and a drop of
popularity of traditional parties i Eu-
rope have been rooted in growing pub-
lic dismay with mamnstream lberal
policics. He said Trump's clection vic-
tory was driven by growing disenchant-
ment with liberal policies.

“The liberal idea has staried eating
itself,” Putin said at a news conference.
“Millsons of people live their lives, and
those who propagate those ideas are
separate from them.™

He also charged that the influx of
migrants fo Europe has miringed on
people’s nights. “People live in their
own coundry, according to their own tra-
ditions, why should it happen to them?™
Putin smd. The Russian leader added
that while “liberal ideas remain attrac-
tive as a whole,”™ electson results show
that people want change.

Putin  hailed his meeting with
Trump on Frnday on the sidelines of the
G-20 summit as “husincss-like and
pragmatic.” “We addresscd almost the
entire list of 15sues of mutual concern,”

“I deeply respect him, he is a musi-
cal genius and we all love his perform-
ance, but I believe he’s mistaken,™ Putim
said. John and the filmmakers of his
hiopic “Rocketman™ have sharply criti-
cized a Russian disinbutor’s decision to
ecnsor scenes from the new movie fea-
turing gay sex and drog wse.

Putin argued that Russia’s han on
“propaganda” of LGBT culture among
children is aimed at protecting them
from aggressive prosclytizing by the
LGBT community.

“Let a person grow up first before
making a choice,” Putin said. “Let the

he sad. “Of course, we talked about the
situation in varous pans of the world.
Owverall, these consultations were use-
ful.” He said the claims of Russian
meddling in the U_S. election were pant
of the agenda of his talk with Trump.

At the start of Frniday s mecting, the
Russian leader laughed when a reporter
shouted abowut Trump waming Putin
“not to meddle™ in the 2020 presidential
election. Asked Saturday whether the
ssue was discussed duning the mecting,
Putin said that *“we talked about i,” but
didn’t elaborate.

He said he behieves it’s necessary to
“turn the page™ in relations with the
U.5., which have plunged to the lowest
level since the Cold War cra.

In November, Trump abruptly can-
celed a scheduled round of talks with
Putin on the sidelines of the (G-20 sum-
mit in Argentina over Russia’s seizure
of Ukrainian navy ships and their
crews, Russia has kept the scamen in

custody pending trial. Putin said that
Trump rased the issue duning Friday s
mecting and made it & prority.

The Russian lcader said the naval
mcident was a provocation staged by
the former Ukrainian president, and sig-
naled that the Ukrainian scamen could
be released after their tnal is over.

“We should wait until 1t"s over and
then could deal with it,” he sand. “They
were only fulfilling an order, but they
violated the Russian law.™

Putin said he and Trump agreed that
the nations” top diplomats should con-
tinue discussions on a possible exten-
sion of the New Start nuclear arms
reduction treaty that expires in 2021,

They also talked about the need to
encowrage the development of bilateral
economic ties, Putin sad, He also re-
sponded to criticism from singer Elton
John, who accused Putin of duplicity
after he offered a cntical view of the
Wiestern emphasis on LGBT nghts.

chaldren in peace.”

He said that “owur attitude to the
LGBT community 1s absolutely calm
and unbiased,” but added that “thas part
of community aggressively enforces s
point of view on others,™

International human rights groups
have said that Russia's “gay propa-
ganda” law has exacerbated hostility to-
ward LGBT people in the country and
stifled acoess to LGB T-inclusive educa-
ton and support services,

They also strongly protested a 2017
crackdown on gays in the mostly Mus-
lim republic of Chechnya, where more
than 100 gay men were amrested and
subjpected to torture, with some of them
killed, according to activists,

Earhier this vear, nghts activists m
Russia reported 3 new crackdown on
gavs in Chechmya in which at least two
people have died and about 40 people
have becn detained. Authorities
Chechnya have demied the claims,

Saudi Arabia intercepts two Yemen rebel drones

AGENCIES

Two Yemeni rebel drones targeting southern Saudi
Arabia were intercepted on Saturday, a Rivadh-led
military coalition said, the latest in a series of assaults

on the kingdom.

The first drone targeted the provinee of Jizan and
the second was aimed at a residential arca i Asir
province, the coalition said in a statiement released by
the official Saudi Press Agency. The coalitton did not

report any damage or casualties.

The rebels earlier claimed drone attacks on the air-
ports in Jizan and Abha, the captal of Asir, aecordmg

to the group’s Al-Masirah TV.

The Iran-aligned Houthi rebels, who have faced
persistent coalitton bombing since March 20135 which
has exacted a heavy ewilian death toll, have stepped
up missile and drone attacks across the border in re-
cent weeks. On June 12, a rebel missile attack on Abha
airport wounded 26 civilians, drawing promises of

“stern action” from the coalrtion.

Om June 23, another rebel attack on Abha ampaort
killed a Synian national and wounded 21 other civil-
1ans, according to the coalibion.

The raids come amud herghtened regional tensions
after Washington — a key ally of Rivadh — accused

Iran of shooting down a US drone over mternational
waters and of carmying out attacks on o1l tankers m the
strategic Gulf of Oman.

Saudi Aralua has repeatedly accused Iran of sup-
plying sophisticated weapons to Houthi rebels, a
charge Tehran denies.

Following recent attacks, Saudi state media have
reported an intensification of coalition air raids on
rebel posations in the northern Yement province of Ha-
peh and the Houthi-held capital Sanaa.

The coalition intervened mn support of the Yemens
sovernment in 2015 when President Abedrabbo Man-
sour Hadh fled mto Saudi exile as the rebels closed m
on his last remaining territory in and around the sec-
ond city Aden. Since then, the conflict has killed tens
of thousands of people, many of them civilians, relief
agencics say. The fighting has miggered what the
United Nations describes as the world's worst human-
itarian crisis, with millions of people displaced and m
need of aid.

Experts think Trump
policy on China
counterproductive

BEUING/WASHINGTON

AGENCIES

Scores of Asia specialists, including
former U5, diplomats and military
officers, want President Donald Trump to
rethink policies that “treat China as an
encmy,” warning the approach could hurt
LI.5. interests and the global economy,
according to a drafi open letter reviewed
by Reuters on Saturday. The drafi letter
comes as tensions rise between the world's
two largest economics over a raft of
155ucs. They include a trade war in which
the sides have slapped tariffs on billions of
dollars on each others” imports, U.S,
charges of massive Chinese cspionage,
and a Chinese military modemization
program that threatens the U5, edge in the
Western Pacific. The United States and
China, meeting on Saturday on the
sidelines of the (G20 summit in Japan,
agreed to restan talks on ending the trade
battle. “Although we are very deeply
troubled by Beyjing’s recent behavior, we
also believe that many U 5. actions are
contributing to the downward spiral in
relations,” said the draft of the open letter
to Trump and Congress signed by some 80
experts. “11.5. efforts to treat China as an
enemy and decouple it from the global
economy will damage America’s
international role and reputation and
undermine the cconomic interests of all
nations,” it said. “The U.5. fear that
Berjing wall replace the U5, as the global
leader 15 exaggerated.™ Trump’s 2018 LS.
National Sccunity Strategy calls China a
strategic competitor that secks to replace
the United States as the pre-eminent global
power. It was not clear when a final
version of the letter would be released. A
cover note accompanying the draft said
mare signatures were being solicited, and
the final versaion would be submitted to a
major newspaper. The draft of the open
letter lists “Seven Propositions™ that the
signatones said represented ther
collcctrve views “on China, the problems
of the LS. approach to China, and the
basic elements of a more effective 1.5,
policy.” The Chinese government’s
ncrease in domestic repression and
control over private companies, “its failure
to live up to its trade commitments,
areater cffiorts to control foreign OpImIon
and maore aggressive foreign policy™ are
“serious challenges for the rest of the
world,” the draft said.

Hotter than Death Valley: Europe burns, sweats in record heat

PARIS/MADRID

BAGEMCIES

Wildfires burned tracts of land in France
and Spain at the weckend as Europe swel-
tered in record-breaking temperatures that
pushed the mercury toward all-time highs
on Sunday m Germany, killing at least
seven people.

Temperatures in France's southern
Giard region hit an all-time high of 45.9
degrees Celsius (114.62°F) on Friday -
hotter than in Califormia’s Death Valley -
sparking scores of fires that bumed 550
hectares of land and destroved several
homes and vehicles.

One man died while competing on
Saturday in a cycling race in the south-

western Arnege region, m the foothills of

the Pyrences. The 53-vear-old crashed
after fecling unwell, local public prosecu-
tor Laurendt Dumaine said on Sunday,
adding police were investigating the pre-
cise cause of death. The race was called
off after several participants were taken
sick due to the heat, orgamizers smd, An-
other cyclist died in the southern region
of Vauclkuse, with authonties attributing
the man’s collapse to the heatwave.

Meteorologists say a weakening of

the high-level jet stream 1s increasingly
causing weather systems to stall and lead-

INg sumMEMET temperatures to soar. Five of

Europe’s hottest summers in the last 500
years have happened in this century.

Somc 25 out of around 90 adminis-
trative departments im France have
adopied limits on water usc including for
agriculture, which could affcct harvest
yields for summer crops like maize that
are often mmgated.

“The heatwave has also hit the vine-
yards of Herault, widespread damage ob-
served,” Jerome Despey, a wine producer
im France's southwestern Herault region
and head of the local chamber of agncul-

ture said on Twitter, pasting photos of

shriveled grapes.

EXTREME RISK: In Spain, 40 out of

30 regrons have been put under weather
alert with seven of them consedered 1o be
an extreme risk, the national weather
agency saud.

Temperatures in Girona, in northeast-
«ern Spain, reached 43 9 degrees on Friday
- the highest ever recorded inthe Catalan
city. Most of the wildfires that hit Spam in
recent days were stabalized over the week-
end, but fircfighters were struggling to

control a blaze in the central provinces of

Toledo and Madrid, that has burned more
than 20 sq km (7.7 sq miles) since Friday.

Tempemiures eased slightly on Sunday
although the Spamish rational meteoralog-
wcal agency predicted the mercury could
stay over 40 degrees Celsius in some pants

of the couniry, in particular in the northeast.
Al least seven heat-related deaths have
becn reported in recent days: In addition 1o
the two French cyelists, two people have
died in Spam and three m laky.

RACE AGAINST GLOBAL WARM-
ING: Germany s weather service wamned
of “extreme™ heat on Sunday, forecasting
peak temperatures of up to 39 degrees
Celsius from Saxony in the east to the
upper Rhine i the west. That's just below
an all-time high of 40.3 Celsius.

In Frankfirt, 3,000 athletes took part
i an lronMan endurance race despaie the
hheat. Female race Ieader Sarah True of the

United States collapsed within a kilome-
ter of the finish line of the closing
marathon stage, True, who had already
completed a 3.8 km swim and 185 km
bike nde, was carmied off the course and
had to be restrained by first-ad workers
concerned for her wellbeing, live footage
broadeast by Germany s ARD public tel-
evision showed. “Iit felt like a race agamst

global warming - you could have fried an
czg on my head,” said Schastian Kienle,
who finished second in the men's race.
The World Meteorslogical Organpzation
said this week that 2019 was on track to
be among the world's hottest vears on
record, which would make 2015-2019 the
hottest five-vear period. The European
heatwave was “absolutely consistent™
with extremes linked to the impact of
greenhouse pas emissions, according to
the WMO,
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Opposition woes

The passage of the Budget
shows the state of play

HE speech made by the Pime Mmister in the

MNational Assembly on the occasion of its passage

of the Finance Bill showed the state of play, as he
answered the speech of the Leader of the Opposition
Mian Shehbaz Sharif’s erticism of the economic situation
and said that opposition efforts to topple his government
had failed, and also indicate that his relationship with
the powers that be remained strong. Mian Shehbaz also
later said that he was resigning as Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee, a position which is not
only traditional for the Leader of the Opposition, but
whech let him put the government on the rack, as it was
extremely reluctant to let him hold the post.

Another development which could hamper the
Opposition’s efforts is the going of a group of about 15
PML-N MNAs and MPAs from Punjab to Bani Gala to
meet Mr Khan, with a view to forming a forward blocs
in the coming days, both in the National and the Punjab
Assemblies. It should not be forgotten that any move by
the opposition to topple the government would require
the PML-N to play a leading role. If the party 1s unable
to mobilise in large swathes of Punjab because its
MNAs and MPAs have deserted it, that would be a
sertous handicap. Then there is the conundrum of Mian
Shehbaz. He 15 alrcady a substitute, and himself insists
that Mian Nawaz Sharif is the real leader of the party. If
he was to become inactive, as his resignation seems to
mdicate, then the oppositions chances of launching a
movement at all, let alone it succeeding, would be
correspondingly reduced.

However, though there are cracks appearing in the
opposition’s anti-government wall, the PTI s still not
absolved of its responsibility, being the government, of
finding some way of carrying the opposition along wath st
The tnumphalism of the Prime Minister, in promising to
launch a crackdown on money lsunderers, will not help,
While no one would object o this, for an opposition that
feels itself under pressure, this 1s not the message that
will make the opposition give the sort of cooperation that
it needs to run the government properly, by carrving out
the necessary legislation that has been missing so far.

PIA problems

Second incident in a month
shows something is not right

I T was more or less a replay, and showed that PIA 1s
not doing s well as it should. The man change was
the place. In the first incident, at Manchester at the
beginning of the month, a passenger had activated the
emergency door slide, resulting in the offloading of
three dozen passengers and a delay of seven hours in the
flight. In the next, the plane was parked at Beijing
Airport, in the middle of 2 Tokyo-Beijing-lslamabad
flight, about to head home, when the inflizht meal was
bewmng loaded, when the incident occurred, causing 50
passengers to be offloaded and a delay of three hours.
On both oocasions, a Boeing 777 was involved,

The root cause of both incidents was the cabin
crews” lack of familiarity with the new planc. That in
turn indicates that the poor quality of the training,
However, no matter how good the trainmg, it wall have
little or no effect if the person trained 15 not receptive.
Normally, airline employees are receptive to training
because they fear for their jobs. But PLA emplovees
know that therr umions will protect them. If not, they
would have a fallback in their original patrons who had
them recruited. The trugedy of PIA has been that, it has
been regarded as a source of jobs for cach consecutive
generation of friends and family of those who have been
employed for decades. The result s not just that the
airline has failed to attract the best possible recruits, but
also that those who have jomed have powerful patrons.
It 1s because of this, mcidentally, that the unions so
strongly and successfully resisted privatisation. One of
the consequences of privatisation would have been that
the new management would have cut back on the
overstaffing that afflicts the airline.

The airline, under the new CEQ, Ar Marshal Arshad
Malik, had reached break-even operationally by the thind
quarter of the current fiscal year, but profitabiliy was
three or four years in the future, While the bottom line 15
impaortant, the safety of an airline 15 also. But both depend
on the quality of manpower. That is an aspect that the
CEQ should be working on, unless he wishes to live with
more incidents like those at Manchester and Beijing.
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Slogans masquerading as philosophy

P ‘Deep’ thoughts that undo themselves

HASAN AFTAB SAEED

HESE are gems that are presented to

demonstrate unparalleled sagacity on

the part of the utterer. They are ofien

employed as weapons to hit the sup-

posedly less enlightened souls over the
head with. Sometimes they are pressed into
service to get out of discussions that are not ad-
vancing in the desired direction. Chances are
that vou would have encountered them too:
somchody saying patronisingly, or as an excuse
to quit & debate on a “victorious’ note, some-
thing hike: *Well, one can never be sure of any-
thing!"

Especially in the post-truth age, this is a
particularly fashionable sentiment to have and
express. And a pelitically correct one too: you
have your truth and | have mine; let’s live and
Iet live, and all that sort of thing. It sounds very
wise all right. Until, as the peerless Gary Muller
suggesis, one asks the person who has made
the clamm, *Are you sure of this?” Sometimes it
becomes outright hilarious if he happens to
reply (as many are known to have responded):
“I'm positive.”

Also, in addrtion to 1t buckling under rts
own weight, this philosophy s impossible to
practise in real hife, Having epistemological
doubt regarding the certainty of something is
one thing. However, life is much more than
epistemological games played sitting in an
armchair with a cup of tea in hand. It moves
on, continually forcing decisions on every
human being regardless of any cute slogans
that he may like to repeat to others and even to
himself. And everybody must take those decr-
stons based on his best beliefs at any given mo-
ment,

There are other such slogans that sound
nice and decp but end up demolishing them-
selves. For mstance, many theists who are of
the opinion that reason has nothing to do with
their faith are accus-
tomed to saying that rea-
son can lead one astray,
(Some, although not all,
of them arc positively
scared of any evidence
that may threaten their
beliefs.) The problem
with this position too 15
that it collapses when
applicd to itsclf. For how
else is one going to con-
vince anybody of the
truth of 1t? For when onc
has expended consider-
able time and effort jus-
tifying the proposition
using all tools of reason
at one’s disposal, all that
the other party needs to
do 15 smile and remind
onc that reason can lead
one astray {the original
statement ). Indeed, rea-
son can lead onc astray if
one makes an emmor in
one’s reasoning— and
this happens all the time.
But how 15 one to know
if one has been led
astray, By rcason itself,
of course, Also, if unrea-
son (as opposed to rea-
son) 15 the key to the
truth, how 1s onc o
know which brand of un-
reason to adopt (if nei-
ther one makes sense,
and both disagree with
one another)? Of course,
one needs reason to sep-
araic the wheat from the chaff, Truth has just
the one version; falschood and confusion come
i many varieties. Sense is like hight, while
nonsense has innumerable shades,

Many atheists and self-proclaimed science
enthusiasts crr on the opposite cxireme. The
slogan at play here being something like: *One
should never believe anything without proof.”

66

Slogans
masquerading as
deep thought are

probably as old as
humanity itself. And
one would be
justified, especially
considering the
social media and
technology in
general, in
expecting that we
are not going to be
hearing the last of
them any time soon

Y

(I"d be extremely rich today 1f | had a hundred
rupees every time somebody told me this. ) And
vet, if one demands proof of the statement -
self, they are at a loss for words afier they have
exhausted their reper-
toire of insults on you for
asking for a proof of
samcthing so fundamen-
tal. The point is that it's
they who want every-
thing to have a proof, not
you, At best {which they
finally must accept if’
pushed), it"s a maxim or
truesm, which s a far cry
from proof, which was
so strongly emphasised
n the ongmnal rule. So, in
cffect, somcthing 15
being demanded from
others that isn't being
lived up to (can’t possi-
by be lived up to) by the
man himself.

Slogans masquerad-
ing as deep thought are
probably as old as hu-
manity itself. And one
would be justified, espe-
clally considenng the so-
cial media and
technology n general, in
expecting that we are not
going to be hearing the
last of them any time
soorn. Only the other day
I encountered this pearl
of wisdom on a philoso-
phy page: “All philoso-
phy is mental onanism”®,
Since this was a philo-
sophical statement itself,
and if accepted as true,
then this was just another
instance of scli-pleasure
on the part of the sage propounding it. The sage
himsclf appcared to be blissfully unaware of
the quite delicious irony.

Hasan Afiab Saeed is a conmoissewr af
music, {iterature, and food (bur not drinks). He
can e reached ar
wirw face book.comMasanafiabsaced

MARYAM INAM

ESFPITE being one of the
smallest contributors to
global greenhouse gas
emizsions, Pakistan re-
mains one of the coun-
trics most vulnerable to  the
impacLsofcllmsJ: change. Asare-
sult, the country continues to suf-
fer both socially and economscally.
The situation is further exacer-
bated by the lack of financeal re-
sources and technical capacity,
causing Pakistan to incur human
and economic losses worth billions
of dollars due to chmate change,

The international communety
realised the dynamics where the
developed countries’ emissions
were adversely affecting the world.
Therefore, in order to stabilise the
emissions, the Uniled MNations
Convention on Climate Change, an
international environmental treaty,
was established. Under it, coun-
tries meet twice a year in climate
change conferences to advance the
global climate policy and agenda.
In the annual meeting of 2015,
however, all the nations agreed to
transform their development tra-
Jectones so that the average global
nise in temperature can be limited
to between 1.5 and 2 degrees Cel-
sius above the pre-industrial level.
This 15 now commonly known as
the Panis Agreement.

One of the major components
of the Agreement was the flow of
climate finance from the Global
North to the Global South. This
was largely based on the idea of
climate justice; since the develop-
ing countries continue to experi-
ence the adverse mmpacts of
climate change because of emis-
sions caused by the most devel-
oped parts of the world.

Will the world keep its promise
to fight climate change?

P Pakistan is doing its bit

Another important feature of
the Pans Agreement consists of the
climate action plans, which are also
called the Nationally Determined
Contnibutions (NDCs), im which
countries highlight their plans and
efforts to reduce natiomal green-
howse gas emissions and adaptation
measures o counter the negative
impacts of climate change. How-
ever, the least developed and devel-
oping counirics lack financial
resowrces, and based on the con-
cept of climate justice, rely on the
developed countries to fund their
mitigation and adaptation efforts,

Pakistan abided by the Paris
Agreement and the Mimstry of
Chimate Change submatted its first
mntended NDC in 2016, where it
committed to reduce the projected
emissions till the year 2030 by 20
per cent, subject to receiving 540
billion from the mternational com-
munity. Pakistan also agreed to
enhance its adaptation efforts if it
received 57-14 billion & year. The
government has also aligned
NDCs with the country’s strategic
plan, the *Vision 2025, and has
streamlined it into plans, policies,
and sectoral growth targets, which
are set by varous mimisiries and
government entities. Moreover,
Pakistan 1s also revising its NDCs
according to higher ambition n
terms of greenhouse gas reduc-
tions and will be submitting its re-
vised drafi by 2020,

While Pakistan 1s making ef-
forts to fight climaie change and
keeping all its promises under the
Pans Agreement, it is perhaps not
being supported as much by the
international commumity, particu-
larly in terms of climate finance,
Before the Agreement s imple-
mented m 2020, the developed
countrics had to disburse $100 bal-
lon a year to the developing coun-
tries to support their NDCs and
climatc actions. Unforiunately,
that has not been the case and as a
result, many developing countries,
mcluding Pakistan, lack the finan-
cial resources to fully implement
therr planned climate actions.

Although Pakistan has started
receiving support from the Green
Chmate Fund (GCF), it 15 far less
than anticipated. Two projects
have been accepted, one for miti-
gation and one for adaptation for
which collectively GCF has ap-
proved %86 million, although the
total value of these projects is
£621 million. This i5 perhaps be-
cause the developed countries
have not been pitching the re-
quired amount and as a result, less
15 available for disbursement to
the developing countries,

Clhimate finance has been a
much-debated topic in the interna-
tional climate change discussions.
Even in the ongoing UN climate
change conference in Bonn, Ger-
many, developing countrics have

been pushing developed countries
for more finance for their climate
actions. In one of the side events
of the conference, Eddy Perez, In-
termational Policy Analyst, Ch-
mate Action MNetwork, Canada
said, “There will not be imple-
mentation of NDCs if there s no
support, because developing coun-
trics need that support to preparc
and implement climate plans do-
mestically.™ Mandy Barneit, from
South Afrnican National Biodiver-
sity Institute, in one of the ses-
sions also talked about the need
for steady flow of climate finance
and said, “We need to bring cli-
mate finance as close to the
ground as possible for lasting and
wransformative results.”

The government of Pakistan is
committed towards addressing the
grave issuc of climate change, De-
spite having financial constraints,
it allocates over five per cent of its
annual budget to climate-related
expendrtures compared to approx-
imately two per cent for education
and less than two per cent for
health. However, given its vulner-
abality, internal respurces are not
enough and significant financial
and technical support 1s required
from the developed countries for
it to fully realise s climate action
plans.

Marvam Inam is a freelance
colummuist.
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P Dreams must not be confused with desires

Money Matters

SIRAJUDDIN AZIZ

HE mantra of anvone who claims for

him/herself the role of leader, ought to

be *1 have a dream™. The followers

have to be assured that there 15 sun be-

hind the clouds and that each cloud has
a silver lming. Mo, wonder that Martin Luther
King Jr had masses rallving around him, when
he proclaimed, *1 have a dream™. All leaders
must dream, while being awake and when in
fuell possession of all their faculties.

I have always looked at the role of the
CEQ or manager in a corporate entity and
even at the role of the politician who holds the
principal office of responsibility of the coun-
try as of a “seller of dreams™ and mo more.
Some delrver on their dreams, some fail to do
so. Dreams have to be realistic, practically
possible and measurable. Dreams of Utopia
lead to mightmares,

Dreaming is another name for planning by
the leader or manager that permits the opening
of new vistas of possibilities. The ability to see
what 1s beyond the current obscurity, a possi-
bality of a new dawn, 1s the hallmark of a good
leader. Inaction is another word that describes
the conversion of dreams into desires.

The need for obstinate pursuance of vour
dreams, as a leader, 1z best descrbed by
Friednich Mictzsche “Mobody can build the
bridge for you to walk across the niver of life,
no onc but you yourself. There are to be sure,
countless paths and bridges and demigods,
whech would carry you across this niver, but only

at the cost of yourself] yvou would pawn yourself

and lose. There 15 in the world only one way,
on which nobody can go, except vou; where
does it lead? Do not ask, o along with 1™,
From this, | deduce that it 1s important for
the leader to pursue his dreams with a singular
mindset and hefshe should be wary not 1o be
beguiled by impediments on the pathway or
by negatively obscured detractors, whose slo-
gan is: “it 15 not possible™. All strategies and
every single orgamnisational mput must be
driven towards the focused objective of real-

ising the dream.

Some of us confuse “dreams™ and “de-
sires' . They are not synonymous, but mutually
exclusive in meaning and impact. There must
exist in the mind of the leader a clear and fine
distinction between dreams and desires. A
dream has more sublimity to its use, while de-
sire suggests a bit of selfishness or lust. Dreams
are all about future goals in life, while desire,
in scclammed author Neil Gaiman's words, “is
acreature of the moment™. Dreams have larger
canvas and desire iz limited by s immediate
objectives; of being satiated, now and here.

Desire’s realisation is largely dependent on
external stmull and circumstances; dreams on
the contrary are internally generated. Desire isa
craving, a longing, a yearning, while dreams are
maore about aspirations, ambitions, and hope.

Dreaming s an absolute nocessity for lead-
ers/managers. For sure, indulging in it helps dis-
covery of the self and it also helps as the best
route to know yourself, while examining vour
dreams. Good leaders develop skills to know
how others see them. The dark areas are known
to the outside world, while we as individuals
remam oblivicus of it. Self-indulging deception
to make obscure our weakness is a great human
ability. We tend to remain in denial, while the
process of dreamimg unveils to us what we re-
ally are. There is never a fraudulent represen-
tation of talent to one’s own sclf, because
dreams do not take the route of falsehood.

Mo leader can afford to be a hermit or an
Alaskan Eskimo. They must have requisite ca-
pability to derive from their “dreams™ the hasic
steps to find their practical realisation. As Con-
fucius puts it, “By three methods we may leamn
wizdom; first by reflection, which is the no-
blest; second by imitatson, which 1s the casiest;
and third by expenience, which is the bitterest™.
It theretore follows that dreams must pass the
test of “reflection™, “timation”™ and “experi-
ence”, before they can find their way to be
translated into practical achievement.

Leaders, most of them, dream and act too.
If there is no dream to pursue then what 1s left
in hife to accomplish? Managers, who have no
dreams to sell, are invarably lost in the maze
of time and history. Those managers who dane
to dream, while being awake at the job, get to
be more cognisant of the market potential.
Amongst, the first seven Mughal emperors,
Shahjahan s the most remembered and re-
called, because he dreamt of the “Taj Mahal™,
which his labourers delivered to him. His faith
of how it will be a marvellous human endeav-
our for centuries, was shared by those who
built it. A manager can be the dreamer! While
his team chases the dreams to their frution,

Dream merchants rely heavily on intwition
and instinctive habits, rather than logic and ra-
tionale. Faith in your dreams is the first sicp
towards s realisation. The slogan of “Nava
Pakistan™ 15 also a dream of a better Pakistan.
It remains to be seen, whether it 15 an elusive
dream or 1t wall pan out as a successful cliché;

it all depends wpon how resolutely the ma-
chinery 15 emploved towards its accomplish-
ment, If Igbal dreamt of a “Mushm
homeland”, it was the political and states-
manly craftsmanship of Jinnah, that delivered
the dream of Pakistan. The result of this anal-
ogy isthat dreamers need a team of executors;
without it dreams will remain a mere desire!

The kller gases and clouds, that enshroud
the dream, must be cleared off quickly. A clear
sight of the goal, will help to kick the ball
through the goalposts; a leader must therefore
remain wary of all those who will work overtime
to create more haze around the leaders® dream.

As managers, learn about vourself, what
already others know about youw. This exercise
will give credence to the dreams that you
would share with your teammates. Those who
supervise must temper theirr dreams with
heavy doses of reality. The non-acceptance of
ground conditions leads towards arrogance.
Nothing hurts a manager more than a bloated
sense of overconfidence. Dreams must not e
ther be emerging out of cocksureness or even
be ever anchored in the scas of overconti-
dence. We have as a nation, recently wit-
nessed what has become of those who proudly
and arrogantly had remarked, “uski majal, ke
woh...” {how dare, he thinks, he can....)!

Owr thoughts, habits, aptitudes, skills, tal-
cngs and capabalitics are the bedrock from where
sten our dreams. If they lack quality, the emerg-
ing dreams, will be dented too and will only
border at best on their frivolity to be pursued.

Leaders dream and feel the responsibality
that emerges out of this process. Leaders are
what their dreams are! And such leaders must
be feared too, for they will most likely unleash
all their powers to achieve, what 15 considered
as truth and correct. Leaders in postenity and
by history are judged by the enommity of their
dreams. Abraham Lincoln dreamt of abolish-
ing slavery. He did. He i1z remembered.
Dreaming leaders, mcluding our own Imran
Khan, are mostly possessed. They pursue their
objectives with clenched teeth; nothing derauls
them. They are persistent and consistent. They
are notably ohstinate.

Concludi I would like to quote possi-
bly the best descniption of what dreams are to
leaders, from a past leader, who was no less
than the President of USA, Woodrow Wilson,
who had said, “We grow great by dreams. All
big men are dreamers. They see things in the
soft haze of spring day or in the red fire of a
long winter’s evening. Some of us let these
great dreams die, but others nourish and per-
fect them, nurse them through bad days ull
they bring them to sunshine and light which
comes always to those who sincerely hope
that thewr dreams will come true™.

As a compatriot of the Prime Minisier,
Imran Khan, I hope his dreams come truel

Sirafuddin Aziz is a semior banker and a
[freelance columnist.
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Say no to mental
harassment!

ICC Cricket World Cup 2019, an international ericket
tournament, 15 being hosted by England and Wales. People
have expectations with their respective teams, but in the end
it's just a game. One team has to win, while the other has o
lose. If vour team loses that doesn’t mean vou should start
mocking and harassing the players, cspecially when they are
with their family. An incident took place in England at a
mall with Sarfaraz when a boy abuscd him and made
offensive comments over his physique. Despite the verbal
harassment, Sarfaraz acted calm and serene, something
which needs 10 be appreciated, for otherwise that bov could
be reported according to the harassment laws. The boy
apologised and said in his video that he did not know that
Sarfaraz 1s a Hafiz-e-Quran. No one has the nght to insult
and pass ugly comments on anyone whether he is a Hafiz-e-
Curan or not, whether he 15 with his family or not. Why
don’t we fans understand that public figures and celebrities
are humans like us, that they have emotions and feelings
too? If they are public figures that does not mean vou have
the nght to mock, tease or be physical with them anywhere.
We all are excited and have great hopes with our teams but
this does not mean we can publichy abuse and ndicule them
if their performance was not up to the mark. We need to
miotivate our plavers. This mental harassment causes stress
and pressure to the players, as stated by Sarfaraz in an
micrview. We should accept our defeats and hope for the
playvers to play better next time instead of harassing them
and making them the subject of memes on social media.
Sitting under air-conditioners and mocking them 15 very
casy, but playing in the field on the international level,
representing your home country is a tough job.

WARDA GHIAS

Karachi

EDITOR’S
MAIL

The mobile phone
addiction

WITH due respect, I would like to draw the attention of the
concerned authority to the issue of n=ing addiction of mobile
phones. Latest research indicates that the use of the internct
and mobile phones becomes an obsession with the students.
It may be considered one of the biggest non-drug addictions
of the century. The youth are most affected by this. Although
mobile phones have become a necessity today, voung people
must be aware of how to effectively use them, Workshops
can be conducted to raise awareness among the people about
the 1ssue. 1 expect that through your newspaper this issue
would be looked upon as soon as possible.

HAMMAD LODHT

Karachi

CHILD labour 15 the employvment of children for work.
According to the IL0O, Child Labour is defined as work that
has the potential to deprive children of their childhood, their
dignuty and 15 also harmful for their physical, moral and
mental development. It also interferes with their education
{either by not allowing them to attend school, leaving school
prematurely, or forcing them to juggle school attendance
with heavy work). It is a great problem in Pakistan. The
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan estimated that in the
1990s, 11 million children were working in the country, half
of whom were under age ten.

A large section of these children 1s emploved through an
informal economy in streets, in private structures or in their
homes. This also deprives them of any form of safety and
recognition. Denying children ther fundamental night to be
cducated between the ages of five to sixteen expaoses them to
health hazards, hampers their development and puts them at
risk to other forms of violence, which may be physical,
psychological and sexual. Mareover, children in the labowr
envirenment are highly vulnerable to explointation, inctuding
commercial and sexual, as well as trafficking.

The new government must take note of this problem and
should take some steps to help these children.

AREEBA MUNEER
Karachi

RESEARCH in Pakistan’s educational sector has always
been a hard nut to crack. Most of the universities lack
research facilites. Students are provided with some PPT
files and notes to get them through the exam. Consequently,
graduates posscss no critical thinking and innovation.
Furthermore, the majority of e ecering graduates are only
able to solve the problems included in their notes. The
highest-ranked Pakistani university in the list published by
05 World University Rankings 2019 occupies the 397th
spot. There endures the vacuum between industry and
university s research facility, as in the case of any equipment
design dilemma where foreign graduates are called in for
help. In the present phase of socio-economic turmaoil
Pakistan, the performance of industries 15 quite crucial.
Industrics can provide the inicllectual capacity to expand the
cconomy and transfer technologies. The present government
and the Higher Education Commission {along with the
consensus of all stakeholders) must come up with a coherent
and clear strategy 10 INcrease research pos
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RUSSIA, SAUDI ARABIA AGREE TO EXTEND OPEG DEAL

IEEHD[S

USSIA has agreed with Saudi

Arabia to extend by six to mine

months a deal with OPEC on

reducing oil output, Russian

President Viadimir Putin sad,
as oil prices come under renewed pres-
sure from rising US supplies and a slow-
ing global economy.

Putin, speaking after talks with Sawdy
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
told a news conference the deal — which
15 currently due to expire on Sunday —
would be extended in its current form and
with the same volumes.

‘ducers, an alliance known as Opec+, meet
on July 1-2 to discuss the deal that in-
volves curbing o1l output by 1.2 mullion
barrels per day (bpd). The Linited States
15 not participating in the pact,

“We wall support the extension, both
Russia and Saudi Arabia. As far as the
length of the extension is concerned, we
have vet to decide whether & will be six
or nine months. Maybe it will be nine
months,™ sawd Putin, who met the crown
prince on the sidehnes of a G20 summit
m Japan. A nine-month extension would
mean the deal runs out in March 2020,
Russia®s consent means the Opect group
may have a smooth mecting 1if Opec’s
third-largest producer Iran also endorses

The Org of Py | Ex-
porting Countries, Russia and other pro-

the arang
New US sanctions on Iran have re-

duced its exports to a trickle as\’-asltmg—
ton sceks to change what it calls a *cor-
rupt™ regime i Tehran. Iran has
denounced the sanctions as illegal and
says the White House is run by “mentally
retarded™ people.

Kinll Dmitriev, the chief executive of
Russian Direct Investment Fund who
helped design the Opec-Russia deal, said
the pact in place since 2017 has already
lifted Russian budget revenues by more
than 7 tnllion roubles {$110 billion).

“The strategic parinership within
Opec+ has led to the stabilisaton of oil
markets and allows both to reduce and -
crease production depending on the mar-
ket demand conditions, which contributes
to the predsctabality and growth of invest-
ments in the industry,” Domtreey sasd.

Hong Kong prepares for pro-democracy
march amid extradition bill anger

HONG KOMG
AGEWCIES

Hongz Kong authonties called for calm
ahead of Monday’s annual pro-democ-
racy march, with w, ead anger over
an extradition bill expected to lead to
large crowds after high-profile protests
this month against the proposal.

More than a million people have
taken to the streets at imes over the past
three weeks to vent ther anger and frus-
tration at Hong Kong's Belyjng-backed
leader Carnie Lam, posing the greatest
popular challenge to Chinese leader X1
Jinping since he came to power in 2013

China is also grappling with a trade
war with Washington, a faliering ccon-
omy and South China Sea tensions.

Monday s anmiversary of the han-
dover of the former British colony to
Beijing in 1997 has been marked m re-
cent years by deepening despondency
about what many Hong Kong resadents
sce is a relentless march toward maim-
land control. This came to a head on
June 12 when protests against a pro-
posal that would allow people to be sent
to mamland Chana for trial led to police
firing rubber bullets and tear gas near
the heart of Hong Kong's financial cen-
ter, sending plumes of smoke billowmg

among some of the world's tallest sky-
scrapers. Hong Kong s Chief Secretary
Maithew Cheung appealed for calm
ahead of Monday s rally and said in his
bog on Sunday that the government has
leamed from its mistakes.

*“It 1s imperative to restore social
order and tranguillity as soon as possi-
bile, stabilize the business environmient
and bring Hong Kong back on track,”
Cheung said. Lam, who has apologized
for the upheaval, has not been seen in

public since June 18, suspended the ex-
tradrion bill after some of Hong Kong's
biggest and most violent protests m
decades, but stopped short of demands
to scrap it. Activists are also demanding
the government drop all charges against
thosc arrcsted durning the protests,

charge police with excessive use of

fiorce and stop refernng to the demon-
strations as a riot, which can bring a
heavier jail sentence,

But in a show of support for the po-

lice, thousands gathered in heavy rain
and sweltering heat, some waving the
Chinese flag, and obscrved a moment
of silence. The police estimated 53,000
attended Sunday’s rally.

Former police chief Tang King-
shing =aid he felt hurt when protesters
besicged police headquarters duning the
week, while pro-Beijing heavyweight
Mana Tam praised what she described
as Hong Kong people’s eivilized ways
of expressing their opinions.

“We can't tolerate those who .., at-
tack the mule of law, attack LegCo, at-
tack the government,” Tam, who s a
member of China’s MNational People's
Congress, said. “Somse have been taking
directions from foreign countries.”

Organizers of Monday's anniver-
sary march say they are confident that
anger over the city povernment s failure
to withdraw the extradition ball will fuel
mumbers. The bill has reignited a protest
movement that had lost sicam after
democracy demonstrations in 2014
failed to wrestle concessions from Bei-
jing and led to hundreds of amests.

Local medis reported that a 21-
vyear-old Hong Kong student who fell o
her death from an apartment building
on Saturday had left behind a note op-
posing the extradition Law,

Syrians dig, cook, fill sandbags in war with Assad

ATARIB

AGENCIES

Away from the frontlines, voluntecrs are helping i
the war against Pressdent Bashar al-Assad by cooking,
filling sandbags, collecting old tyres and diggmg
lnena.hl:-s aiming to help ward off’ his assault on north-
western ‘3}'{!&

It 1s part of the civilian effort to help defend the
last mapor rebel stronghold from Assad and his Russ-
tan allics who have been pounding it for weeks.

Abu Abdo, 51, says he is playing his part by col-
lecting old tyres to be burned by fighters to create &
smoke screen from hostile warplancs,

“We zo to places where tyres ane repaired, collect
them and take them to the fighters,™ said Abu Abdo,
51, as he piled tyres into the back of a truck with the
help of his sons in the town of Salgin,

“These tyres have no value but protect {the fight-
ers) and keep the encmy busy,™ sand Aba Abdo, as two
of sons sat atop the pile of tyres in the back of the
truck. In recent years, Assad’s opponents have poured
o northwestern Syra from other parts of Syria that
have been taken from rebels, The region, which in-
cludes Idhib province and parts of neighboring
provinces, has an estimated 3 million inhabitants,
about half of whom had already fled fighting else-
where according to the United MNations.

With nowhere else for these people to flee, many
have a stake i fendmg off the atiack on the northwest,
To this end, activists and religious leaders launched a
campaign in May called “fire an arrow with them™.
Volunteers at work in a kitchen in the town of Atarib
are preparing 2 000 meals a day for fighters as part of
the campaign. Yellow nice 15 spooned from large vats
mio polystyrenc trays and lentil soup 15 poured into
bags ready for delvery to fighters.

“The car leaves from here to the frontlines under
air strikes and surveillance sometimes,™ said a 40-
vear-old man at work in the kitchen who gave s
name as Abu Wael. “God willing we contmue so these
meals reach the fighters.™

FILLING SAND BAGS, DIGGING TRENCHES:
Al a nearby quarry, sacks that once contained rice
were bemng filled with grit for use as sandbag de-
fenses. “We are filling according to the demand of the
frontline. The command center, for example, requests
200 bags or 1,000 bags for one position,” said Khaled
al-Jamal, 26, at work with a group of other volunteers.

He fimished hus high school education but was un-
able to register at university once the war began in
2011, He hopes his cffort wall help fighters so “all
their effort is directed at repelling the regime™

In Salqm, men use shovels, pick axes and preu-

matic drills to dig a trench in an olive grove as part of

another civilian campaign, this one called “the Popu-
lar Resistance Battalions™. A long way from the front-
line, Yehwa al-Sheikh, 38, says the trench he 15 digging
with others will provide protection from air strikes for

a family living neartwy.

“We camc to dig trenches to defend ourselves and
our people and to support our Mujahidesn brothers
against Bashar al-Assad.”

Some 300,000 people in the northwest have been
uprooted since late April and local sources have re-
ported that hundreds of ervilians including women and
children have been killed, the U.N. Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitanan A ffairs says.

The termtory 15 largely controlled by Tahrr al-
Sham, a jihadist group representing the latest incarmna-
tion of the Nusra Front, formerly al Qaeda’s Synan
wing, though groups fighting under the banner of the
Free Syrian Army also have a presence.

The Syrian government, which has vowed to re-
cover “every inch”™ of Symia, says it 15 responding to
attacks by al aeda-linked jihadists.

+ cm K

In Taiwan, Hong Kong
immigrants despair
over future hack home

TAINAN

AGENCIES

Kty Wong and Adolf Lim are tightenmg
the serews on therr fiture in Tanwan as they
make the final towches to a hostel in the
southern city of Taman, that they hope will
open its doors to holiday-makers next
manth. The couple from Hong Kong came
to Tarwan in scarch of a stress-free lifie after
being disappointed with the fragmentation
of society back in Hong Kong, along with
the daily negativity that they found hard to
escape, This s the third hosiel they are
opening after armving in 2016. *The level of
evil that you are dealing with is too hagh, 1
Just see no way out,” Yim says, talking
about how the Chinese Communist Party 15
clamping down on freedom in hus home
town. It 1s not only the pressure from the
mainland that made him pack hes bags, but
also daily acts of frustraon that drive a
wedge m society. “As they are unable to
attack Uncle Xi, they go ahead and attack
towrists,” he said, referring to the attiude of
fellow Hong Kong citizens to visitors from
the mainland, who are often resented for
their perceived poor manners. “1 feel
incapable to change the regime, but 1 am
also unable to accept this sort of behavior™
“Recently, we"ve been getting a lot of
inguiries,” says Kitty Wang, referring to
thewr status as something of a pomt of
contact for Hong Kong citizens wanting to
make the jump. Many of the Hong Kong
people ask about the possibaility of gaining
crizenship in Tatwan as investors, The
mumber of people granted Tarwan residency
from Hong Kong and neighboning Macau, a
former Portuguese enclave also given
spectal avtonomy under Chinese rule, has
maore than doubled to 1,267 in 2018 i'mm a
decade ago, official data shows. The irend
spiked m the two years following big
protests calling for full democracy in 2004
that paratyzed parts of Hong Kong for
menths, And / shows no signs of abating.
There were about 400 such immigrants to
Taiwan in the first four months of 201%, a
40% jump from a year ago. Café owner
Ricky Chang first came to Tanwan as a
student and decided to settle down in Taman
in 2013 after several stints i other
counirics. He too s an often approached fior
advice by hopeful immigrants who are eager
to gain crtizenship m Talwan in case things
get too difficult in Hong Kong, Although he
didn’t move to Tarwan for political reasons,
a proposed extradrtson law in Hong Kong
has changed his thinking. “I"'m womed that
I have been engaging in some behaviors
that, although they are legal in Tarwan and
don’t go agamst the law, might be seen as
viglatsons of the law m mainland China and
that there might come a day when I travel
on a plane with a layover in Hong Kcmi: or
go back to Hong Kong to see my

that | might be arrested at the a:rpm't,"hc
said, The extradition ball 15 the latest ina
strng of 1ssues that have troubled ties
between Hong Kong and Beijing, and
sparked g protests m the financial hub.
Hong Kong people have in recent vears
been increasingly upset by mainland
immigrants and sky-high property prices
partly pushed up by mainland investors.
The milux of mainlanders into Hong Kong
was the main reason that drove Joe Ching,
an emtreprencur in the logistics sector who
still has operations in Hong Kong, across
the Tarwan Strait to find a future for his
family of three.
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Japan to tighten
export rules for
high-tech materials
to South Korea

TOKY0: Japan plans to ighten restrichions on the
export of high-tech material used in smartphones
and chips to South Korea from July 4 in connection
with a dispute over a South Korean ruling on war-
time forced labor, the Sankei newspaper re

on Sunday. The row between Japan and South
Korea flared last October when South Korea's
Supreme Court ruled that Japans Nippon Stecl
must compensate South Korcans for forced labor
during World War Two. Japan mainiains that the
issue of forced labor was fully settled in 1963 when
the two countries restored diplomatic ties, and has
denounced the ruling as “unthinkable.™ The
materials to be restricted are fluorinated polyimide
which 1= used in smartphone displays, and resist
and high-purity hydrogen fluorsde (HF ), which 15
used as an etching gas in the making of
semiconductors, the paper said. Resist is a thin
layer used to transfer a circunt pattern to the
semiconductor substrate. High-purity HF 1= used in
etching silicon materials. Japan will stop
preferential treatment for these three matenals for
South Korca, meaning Japanese exporters will necd
10 apply for cxport permission for each time they
want to ship to South Korea, which takes about %0
days, the paper saud. A government announcement
om the restriction 15 expected on Monday, i said,
Japan produces about %0 per cent of Hluorinated
polyimide and resist worldwide as well as about 70
per cent of etehing gas, makmng it difficult for
chipmakers to find alternative supplies, the paper
saud, pointing to potential impact on South Korea's
Samsung Electronics and LG Electronics. Japan's
industry minsstry and finance minstry were not
available for comment on Sunday. In January, Japan
demanded talks with South Korea over the forced
Iabor issue but South Korea has not responded, the
newspaper said, AGENCIES

France nudges up
2020 deficit
forecastto 2.1pc

PARIS: France expects its public sector deficit to
reach 2.1 per cent of cconomic eutput next year, up
from the 2.0 per cent forecast prior to tax cuts
promiscd in response to the “yellow vest™ protest
maovement, a government budget projection showed
on Sunday. President Emmanuel Macron
announced plans at the end of Apnl to reduce
income tax by 5 billion curos ($5.7 billion) as pant
of measures to defuse months of protests over
issues such as fuel levies, weak purchasing power
and perceptions that Macron's administration was
arrogant. Budgel Mimsier Gerard Darmanin sard
last week the government was still aiming for a
deticit of about 2 per cent next year and had
identified savings 10 offset the upcoming tax cuts,
But France's public audit office has said the
government 15 in danger of missing its fiscal targets
unless it makes spending cuts. Macron's pledge to
reduce the income tax burden by 3 ballion euros
came on top of a 10 billion-euro package of socml
measures unveiled m December at the height of the
“vellow vest™ unrest. The updated public finance
torecasts, posted on a government website, also
shightly increased the defieit propections for 2021,
1o 1.7 per cent from 1.6 per cent, and for 2022, 1o
1.3 per cent from 1.2 per cent. The government
maintamed its previous forecast of 3.1 per cent for
the 2019 deficit, a temporary spike hnked to a
change m corporate taxation, AGENCIES

GAS PRIGES TO INCREASE

FROM JULY 1: 0GRA

ISLAMABAD

AFF

IL and Gas Regulatory
Authority  (DGRA) on
Sunday 1ssucd a notifica-
tion imatng ncrease in
gas sale prices which
would be effective from July 1. As
per the notification, the authonty has
determmed Rs121 per Million British
Thermal Unit (MMBTL) for domes-
i consumers using up to 0.5 hm3 (in
cubic hectometers) gas per month,
R5300 per MMBETU for users of up
to | hm3, Rs353 per MMBTL for up
to 2 hm3, Rs738 on consumption of
up to 3 hm3, Rs1,107 and Rs1 460
per MMBTLU for consuming up to 4
hm3 and above 4 hm3 respectively,

“The hilling mechanism wall be
revised so that the benefit of one pre-
ceding slab is available to domestic
consumer (residential use),” the noti-
fication read determining minimum
charges at Rs172.58 per month.

For government and semi-govern-
ment offices, hospitals, clinics, mater-
nity homes, government guest houses,
miesses of the armed forces, universi-
ties, colleges, schools and private ed-
ucational institutions, orphanages, and
other chantable institutions along with
hosicls and residential colonies to
whom gas 15 supplied through bulk
meters  mcluding  captive  power,
OGRA has foced all ofi-takes at flat

rate of Rs780 per MMBTL, wath mm-
mum charges of Rs4,680 per month.

In commercial sector, the author-
ity has determined all off-takes at flag
rate of Rs 1,283 per MMBTLU for all
esteblishments registered as commer-
cial umits with local authorities or
dealing i consumer wems for direct
commercial sale like cafies, bakeres,
milk-shops, tea stalls, canteens, bar-
ber shops, laundrics, hoicls, malls
places of entertainment like cinema,
clubs, theaters, private offices and
corporate firms. Mimimum charpes
for these are Rs3, 830, 10 per month.

In category of special commer-
cial, the gas sale price has been deter-
mined at RsI121 per MMBTU for
using up to 0.5 hm3 gas per month,
Rs300 per MMBTU for using to 1
hm3, Rs553 per MMBTLU for using
up to 2 hm3, Rs738 per MMBTU for
using up to 3 hm3 and Rs1,283 per
MMBTU for using above 3 hm3.
Minimum charges for this category
are Rs172.58 per month.

For e factorics, all ofi-itakes
have been fixed at flat rate of Rs1,283
per MMBTLU with minimum charges
of Rs35,880.10 per month.

In general industrial sector, all
off-takes have been determined at flat
rate of Rs1,021 per MMBTL for all
consumers engaged i the processing
of industrial raw material into value
added finished products imespective
of the volume of gas consumed but

excluding such indus-
trics for which a sepa-
ratc ratc has been
prescribed. Mimmmum
charges for this sector
are Rs26,301.60 per
month. For registered
manufaciurers or cx-
porters of five zero-
rated sectors and their
captive power namely
textile  (including  jute), carpets,
leather, sports and surgical tools, the
authority has determined all off-takes
at flat rate of Rs786 per MMBTLU,
with muinimum charges of Rs20,232
per month.

In Compressed Natwral Gas
(T, all off-iakes have been fived at
flat rate of Rsl 283 per MMBTU with
mimmum  monthly  charges  of
Rs33,045.60. For cement facioncs, a
flat rate of Rsl.277 per MMBTL
wold be charged for all offakes. Its
minmum charges will be Rs32,877 per
maonth, For fertilzer companses, almost
all off-takes have been fixed at flat rate
of Rs300 per MMBTL! for gas used as
feed-stock and Rsl 021 per MMBTU
for gas used as fuel for generaton of
electricity, steam and for usage of hous-
ng codomes. However, Engro Ferllzer
Company Limited will pay $0.70 per
MMEBTL for all off-takes at flat rate for
gas used as fised stock, and Rs1,021 per
MMBTL for gas used as fuel for gen-
cration of clectnicrty, sicam and for

usage of housing colones.
In power sector, all off-akes have
been determined at flat rate of Rs824

per MMBTU for WAPDA, KESC's
power stabons and other electncity
utility compamies, with minimum
charges of Rs21,209.88 per month. For
WAPDA"s Gas Turbme Power Statson,
Mishatabad, Faisalabad, all off-takes
would be at flat rate of Rs824 per
MMBTLU, while its fixed charpes per
month are Rs975. For Liberty Power
Limited’s (as Turbine Power Plant
{Phase-1)at Daharks, all off-takes have
been determined at Rsl 28347 per
MMBTU with mmmum charges of
Rs43, 278,61 per month.

For Independent Power Produc-
ers, all off-takes would be available
at flat rate of Rs824 per MMBTLI
with MM Em charges of
Rs21,204 38 per month. For Captive
Power Plants, all off-takes have been
fixed at flat rate of Rs 1,021 per
MMBTU with minimum charges of
Rs 26 30160 per month.

China warns of long road ahead for deal
with US after ice-breaking talks

AGENCIES

“Agreement on 90 per cent of the issues has  mentioned at all in the top diplomat’s appraisal of

BELING

China and the United States wall face a long road
before they can reach a deal to end their brter trade
war, with more fights ahead hikely, Chinese state
media said after the two countrics” presidents held
wce-breaking talks in Japan.

The world™s two largest economecs are m the
medst of a bitter trade war, which has seen them
level increasingly severe tariffs on each other s im-
ports. In a sign of sigmaficant progress in relations
on Saturday, Chinese President X1 Jinping and 175
President Donald Trump, on the sadehnes of the
G20 summat in Osaka, agreed to a ceasefire and a
return to talks. However, the official China Daily,
an English-language daily often used by Beiping to
put is message out o the rest of the world, wamed
while there was now a greater ikelthood of reach-
ing an agreement, there’s no guarantee there would
be one. “Even thowgh Washington agreed to posi-
pone levying additional taniffs on Chinese goods to
make way for negotiations, and Trump even hinted
at putting off decisions on Huawet until the end of
ncgotiations, things arc still very much up in the
air,” it said in an editonal late Saturday.

proved not to be enough, and with the remaming 10
per cent where their fundamental differences reside, i
= not gng 1o be easy to reach a 100-per cent consen-
sus, since af this point, they remain widely apart even
«on the conceptual level.™ Trump also offered an olive
branch to X1 on Huawei Technologies Co, the world's
biggest telecom network equipment maker, The Trump
adminmstration has said the Chmese firm poses a na-
tional securnty nsk given its close ties to Chma's pov-
‘emment, and has lobbied US allies to keep Huawe: ot
of next-generation 56 telecommunscations infrastruc-
ture. The Chanese government’s top diplomat, State
Councillor Wang Y, m a lengthy statement about G20
released by the Foreign Mmistry following the dele-
zatin’s return to Bedjing, said the X-Trump meeting
had sent a “positive signal™ to the world.

Though problems between the two countries re-
main, China is confident as long as they both follow
the consensus reached by their leaders they can re-
sodve therr problems on the basis of mutual respect,
‘Wang said in the statement released late Saturday.
Trump's comments on Huawer, made ai a more than
hour-long news conference in (saka following his
sit-down with X1, gencrated only a cautious wel-
come from China. The word “Huawe!™ was not

(20, Wang Xiaolong, the Forcign Ministry's special
envoy of (20 affairs and head of the minstry s De-
partment of International Economic Affairs, said if’
the United States does what it sayvs on Huawed then
China would of course welcome it. “To put restric-
tioms in areas that go beyond technology and eco-
nomic factors will definitely lcad to a losc-losc
situation. 5o 1f'the LIS, side can do what it says then
we will certamnly welcome that,” Wang told re-
porters. The pause in tensions s likely to be wel-
comed by the business commumty, and markets,
which have swooned on both sides of the Pacific
due to the trade war. Jacob Parker, vice-president of
Chma operations at the US-China Business Council,
said returming to talks was good news for the busk-
ness community and added much needed certainty
to “a slowly deteriorating relationshp™,

“Mow comes the hard work of finding consen-
sus on the most difficult isswes in the relatsonshap,
but with a commitment from the top we e hopeful
this wall put the two sides on a sustamed path to
resolution.” China’s position as the trade war has
progressed has become increasingly strident, say-
ing it would not be bullied, would not give in to
pressure, and that it would “fight to the end™.

Qatar buys Lebanese bonds as part of $500 million investment in economy

AGENCIES

BERRUT

ondary market for Lebanese dollar-de-
nominated debt said there had been no
sign of a major bond purchase in recent

“(Jatar has always been commutted to
strengthening its ties with the brotherly
Lebanese Republic. Hence it decided to

vet announced any bond purchases,
Saudi Arabwa, the United Arab Emi-
rates, Bahrain and Egypt cut diplomatic,

Qatar has bought some Lebanese govern-
ment bonds as part of a planmed $500 ml-
lion mvestment to support Lebanon’s
struggling economy, a (}atan government
official told Reuters on Sunday,

Such an investment would be a boost
for heavily indebted Lebanon as it works
on long-delaved reforms to put iis public
finances on a sustamable path and stave
off financial crisis.

Lebanese Finance Mimister Al Has-
san K halil said (Jatar s position was seri-
ous and showed s commitment to
Lebanon's financial stabaliy.

“It will have a positive cffect on the
markets and we are following up contacts
with Qatari officials for this purpose,”™ he
told Reuters.

Two sources familiar with the sec-

days.
“Ciauging from the market alone, you
wouldn't have guessed anything hap-
pened,” a fund manager in Dubai said.
Another source familiar with the market
said “no volumcs were scen™ in the last
week.

Tiny but wealthy Qatar said earlier
thes year it would invest $300 mullion
dollar bonds ssued by the Lebanese gov-
cemment o help support the cconomy,
which has one of the world’s highest pub-
lic debt burdens and stagnant growih.

atar has not disclosed the timing or
size of the bond purchases made so far,
but any purchase large enough to push
down yields would be a boon as Beirut
grapples with debt equivalent to 150 per
cent of gross domestic product.

invest $500 million in the Lebanese econ-
amy, including purchasng Lebanese pov-
ernment bonds,™ a government official
sand.

“Some of the bonds have been pur-
chased. The rest of investments arc due as
planned with the Lebanese government.™

Moody s sand last week that Lebanon
s at nsk of a debt rescheduling or steps
that may constituic a default on the back
of slowing caprtal inflows and weak de-
posit growwih despite austerity measures in
its 2019 drafi budget.

The $500 million Qatari

trade and transport ties with Qatar in June
2017. They accuse Qatar of supporting
terronsm, which it denies.

- QATAR SHOWS COMMITMENTTO
- LEBANON FINANCIAL STABILITY:
- LEBANESE FINANCE MINISTER
\ BEIRUT: The Lebanese finance minister said on Sunday that Qatar's position

¢ on purchasing Lebanese
commitment to the country 's financial stabality. A Qatari government official

bonds was serious and showed a :

pledge, made last January, prompted its
regional nival Saudi Arabia to make a
similar commitment just days later (o sup-

in the Leb

said earlier that Cratar had bought some Lebancse government bonds as part of a
$500 inv 1
! expresses a commitment (o the promise that was previously made to support

- financial stability m Lebanon,” Finance Minister Al Hassan Khalil told

: Reuters, “Tt will have a positive effect on the markets and we are following up

eoonomy. “The Qatan talk 15 senows and

port Lebanon “all the way™ to safepuard | contacts with (Qatani officials fior this purpose.” aGeNcies

s stabiliy, though the kingdom has not
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GHINA'S FACTORY ACTIVITY SHRINKS AS

US TARIFFS, SLOWDOWN

AGENCIES

HINA'S factory  activity
shrank more than expected m
June, an official manufactur-
mg survey showed, high-
lighting the need for more
economic stimulus as US tariffs and
weaker domestic demand ramped up
pressure on new orders for gonds.

The Purchasing Managers™ Index
(PMI) stood at 494 0 June, Chma's Na-
ional Burcau of Statistics said on Sunday,
unchanged from the previous month and
below the 50-point mark that separates
growth from contraction on a monthly
basis. Analysts polled by Reuters pre-
dicted a reading of 49.5. The weak man-
ufacturing remdmgs are likely to cast a
shadow over the apparent progress US
and Chinese leaders made at the G20
summit in Japan over the weckend in
restarting theer troubled talks over tanffs
amid a costly trade war. They will also

k concerns about stalling growth n
Chana and the nsk of a global recession,
despate shightly better-than-expected ex-
paort and industrial profits data i May.

Many economists stll expect the
econamy to face strong headwinds in
coming months as domestic demand fal-
ters and external nisks nse. “Although
the ootcome of the G20 summit (m

—
. ol 2
Or=aka) might boost confidence for some
entities, organic growth n the economy
15 still insufficient, and counter-cyclical
stimulus polickes need to be mamtamed,”
rescarchers at Huata Sccurities wrote i
a research note on Sunday. “The PMI
ndex continued to fall across the board
this month, and only the raw materal in-
ventory sub-index was up due to weak
demand,” the research note read.

In June, Chma’s factory output growth
slowed, with the subindex falling to 51.3
from 51.7 m May while the confrachion i
total new orders accelerated o 49.6 from
495 Expont orders extended their decline
with the sub-mdex falling to 46.3 from
Man's 46,5, sugpesting, a further weaken-
g m global demand. Import orders also
worsened, reflecting sofiening demand at
home despeic a flury of growth-supporting

4

measures rofled out earer ths year. South-
west Secunitres sasd weak new export or-
ders reflected a fadmg of the froni-loading
effect, which had temporanty boosted ex-
ports &5 Chinese companics rushed to
place orders before more tanffs took effect.

Presudents Donald Trump and X Jn-
ping held we-breaking talks at the G200
summit on Saturday. However, Chinese
state media wamed on Sunday Beiyjing
and Washingion will likely face a long
road before the two countries could reach
a deal, Analysis at Nomura expect any
gains achieved on a temporary trade deal
between China and the Unied Siates
would prove fleeting with a renewed es-
calation likely further down the road
Trump has already imposed taniis on
%250 milion of Chmese goods and is
threatening to extend those to another

HIT ORDERS

%300 hallion, which would effectively
cover all of China’s exports to the United
States. China has retaliated wath tanfls on
L5, imports. To deal with the sconomic
challenges, policymakers have refeased a
range of measures and are expected to
launch more. Premier Li Kequang last
week pladged to cut real mmterest rates on
financing for small and micro firms.

Cioldman Sachs said the lack of amy
substantive progress m Sino-US trade
talks at the (G20 over the weckend sug-
gested stimulus, ncluding cuts to hanks"
reserve requirements, was likely 1o be
needed. *“We expect more policy easing
(WO MAOre FESETVE requirement rati cuts
in 2H thes year, more fiscal measures to
support infrastructurne mvestment) to come
in the next few months,”™ Goldman Sachs
said in a note. Manufacturers continued to
cut pobs m June, with the employment
sub-index falling to 46.9, companed with
47.0 m May, when it hit the lowest level
seen since March 2009, An official busi-
ness survey showed activity in Chana’s
services sector held firm in June despite
growng pressure on the broader economy
from 1.5, tradc measurcs, with the official
readmg at 54.2 in June from 54.3 in May.
Beijing has been counting on a strong
services sector to pick up the slack as it
tries to shift the economy away from a
dependence on heavy industry and man-
ufacturing cxposts.

Rs147mn to he
spent on up-
gradation of
HDIP lahs

ISLAMABAD
are

Hydrocarbon Development Institute of
Pakestan (HDIF) would execute two projects
worth Rs147.960 million fort up-gradation
of iis testing laboratorics in different criies
duning the next fiscal year to cnsure
provision of quality petroleum products to
consumers. *An amount of Rs70 millon
will be utilised for expansion and up-
gradation of Pakistan Petroleum Corehouse
for 1ts sustainable opcrations to facildatc ol
and gas exploration research in the country,
and Rs77.960 million will be utihised for up-
eradation of HDMP's Petroleum testimg
facilities at Islamabad, Lahore, Multan,
Peshawar, (huctta and the 150 Certification
of Petroleum Testing Laboratory at
Islamabad m the Public Sector Development
Programme 2019-20," according to official
data available with APP. The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority ((MGRA), bemg a
watchdog, purses an cffective policy
regarding sampling and testing of the
imported petroleumn products. for oaward
distribution m the country. Under the policy,
imported petrobeum products, conforming to
the approved specifications notified by the
Petroleum Dhvision, are allowed to be used
in the country. According to the official
document, the quality of the product for all
importers i tested by HDIP laboratones
prior to unloading from oil carrying vesscls,
Sampling of cach imporied product 15
carned out by the HDIP in the presence of
impaorters” surveyors. In case of any quahity
dispute, if the sample testing by the HDIP
fanls, re-sampling 1s done by a third pariy
surveyor in the presence of authonzed
representatives of concemed stakeholders
including HIMP. The fresh sample 1s tested
in the presence of nominated representatives
of the importer and HDIP by another
independent laboratory, pre-approved by
OGRA, which 15 considered “final and
binding."(GRA also independently carries
out random sampling from vessels carmying
impaorted petroleum products for testing
through any of the approved laboratorics for
effective momitoring, quality assurance and
greater transparcncy in the process. As per
the policy, the HINP 1= advised o
coordinate with Chl Marketing

Companies {OMCs) to mmitiate sampling of
imported petroleum products along with
subsequent testing in the presence of
importers” surveyor and report te the
authorrty within seven days.

Cement exports
down by 18pc in May

LAHORE

The exporis of cement, after showing
a positive growth for the last several
months, declined 18 per cent Yearon
Year (YoY ) to $17.05 million m May
2019 compared to exports of $20.78
mullion m May 2018,

According to the latest data of
Pakistan Burcau of Statistics (PBS ),
on a monthly basis, the export of ce-
mient alzo witnessed negative growth
of about 22 per cent duning May 2019
compared to the export of $21.86
million during April 2019. Data
shows that the exports witnessed an
increase of around 26 per cent durmg
the first eleven months of ongoing
fiscal year against the cxports of the
comresponding period of last year. Ce-
ment exports from the country were
recorded at $260.17 million during
July-May (2018-19) against the ex-
ports of $206.53 mullion dunng July-
May (2017-18), showing positive
growth of 25.97 per cent.

In terms of quantity, the exparts
of cement witnessed an increase of
46.18 per cent going up from
6,127,835 metnc tons to 4,192,060
metnic tons, leading to an overall drop
mcouniry s merchandese trade deficit,
which plunged by 13.62 per cent dur-
g this period of the current fiscal

year compared to the comesponding
perniod of last yvear. Data shows that
durmg Aprl 2019 cement exports had
wiincssed an merease of 14.19 per
«cent annually when compared io the
same month of last year. Cement ex-
ports in Apnl 2019 were recorded at
$21.861 mullion against the exports of
519.144 milhon i April 2018, On
month-on-month basis, the export of
cement increased by 42,03 per cent
during Apnl 201%, when compared to
the export of $15.392 million during
March 2019, according to the data.
During 10} months of the current
fiscal year, the exports of cement from
the country winessed an increase of
30089 per cent against the exports of
the comresponding penod of last year.

Cement i
recorded at $243.118 mullion dunng
Juby-April (2018-19) against the ex-
ports of $185. 741 mullion dunng July-
April (2017-18), showing a positive
crowth of 30.8% per cent. According
tovthe industry experts, the coment sec-
tor has been under pressure in thas fis-
cal year as development ex sture
has been slashed. Moreover, m 2019
Pakistan’s cement mdustry continued
to show poor perfirmance. Cement
consumption i usually at a high nthe
third quarter as construction activities
peak with the pleasant weather and ur-
gency in completing government de-
velopment works within the financeal
year. However, iotal dispatches in this
peniod continued to dechine.
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0il production
cuts weigh on
Saudi growth
in first quarter

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s economic growth
mare than halved on a quarterly basis 1o
1.66 per cent in the first quarter of this
vear, in line with expectatbons of only a
maodest pick up as ol production cuts
weigh on the world's top crude exparter.
The Saudi o1l sector grew | per cent in the
first quarter, government data showed on
Sunday. This was almost twice the rate
reached in the same period a vear ago but a
massive slowdown from the previous
quarter, when the oil sector grew by almaost
& per cent year-on-year. The Chriganization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countrees
(OPEC) and 1ts Russia-led allies agreed in
December to slash oil production by more
than the market had expected. On Sunday,
Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih said
the cuts would most likely be extended by
nine months. This is expected to weigh on
oil sector growth this year, while non-oil
sector growth is hikely to pick up shightly,
on the back of a boost in government
spending. “We estimate that the oil sector
will contract on an annual basts in the
second quarter 20} and for the subsequent
quarters m 2019,” Monica Malik, chief
economist at Abu Dhabi Commercial
Bank, said in a rescarch note. Non-oil
sector growth i the first quarter was 2,13
per cent, largely in line with the same
pervod last vear, but up from a 1.8 per cent
growth im last vear's fourth quarter. Non-
oil activity picked up particularly in the
private sector, which saw a growth of 2.3
per cent. But “the underlying drivers of
non-oil activity remain relatively subdued,
with the more favorable fiscal backdrop
being a key factor supporting private
sector activity in 103, Malik saud. acemcies

SNGPL, SSGCLto
lay 13,999km long
gas pinelines
in2019-20

ISLAMABAD: SNGPL and Su Southern
Gras Company Limited ( SSGCL), under a
strategy to remforee and expand their
transmission network would lay an
addimional 13,599 kilometers of gas
pipelines durmg the fiscal year 2019-20. The
capacity of SNGPL and S5GCL would be
enhanced by laving additsonad 12,100 km
and 1,499 km pipelines in their respective
areas by June 2020, an official at the
Petroleum Division told AP The two utility
companies would invest Rs7,161 million on
transmission projects, Rs48 288 million on
distribution projects and Rs18 556 mllion
on other schemes bringing the total
investment o around RsT4 billion.
According to official sources, the companies
are expectmg to provide gas supply to
approcamately 430,695 new consumers
durmg the fiscal year 200149-20. Answenng a
questeon an official sad that the companies
had lasd 6% km transmussion, 3,232 km
distribution and 1,366 km services lines and
connected 165 villages and towns with their
network durme July 2018 to February 20019,
Duning cight months of the current financial
wear, the two utility companies provided
42K 505 addinonal gas connections
including 425,404 domestic, 2,770
commercial and 131 mdustnal connections
across the country. APP

Vietnam, EU sign landmark free trade deal

AGENCIES

HANOI

The Evropean Undon signed a landmark
free trade deal with Vietnam on Sunday,
the first of its kind with a developing
country inAsia, paving the way for anff
reductions on %9 per cent of goods be-
pwcen the trading bloc and Southeast
Asman country. It still needs the approval
of the European Parlmment, which s not
& gven as some lawmakers are concemed
about Vicinam's human nghis record,
The Euwropean Undon has described
the EU-Victnam Free Trade Agreement
({EVFTA) as “the most ambitious free
trade deal ever concluded with a devel-
oping country”™. The two sides an-

nounced the deal in a statement. It was
zsigned mm Hanoi between European
Union Trade Commissioner Cecilia
Malmstrom and Victnam's Minsster of
Industry and Trade Tran Tuan Anh,
three-and-a-half vears after negotiations
ended in December 2015, Tt wall elimi-
nate 99 per cent of tariffs, although
some will be cut over a 1-year penod
and other goods, notably agricultural
products, will be limited by quotas,
Vietnam, which has one of the re-
gion's  fastest-growing  cconomies,
backed by robust exporis and foreign
mvestment, has already signed about a
dozen free trade pacts, including an 11-
country deal that will slash tanffs
across much of the Asia-Pacific, known

as the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (CFTPP). The agreement with the
EL is also expected to open up publc
procurement and services markets, such
as for the postal, banking and maritime
sectors. The EL is Vietnam's second-
largest export market after the United
States, with mam exports including gar-
ment and footwear products.

In 2018, Victnam exported $42.5
billion worth of goods and services to
the EL, while the value of imports from
the region reached $13.8 hallion, offi-
cial data shows.

The Vietnamese government said
on Sunday that EVFTA would boost
ELl exports to Vietnam by 15.28 per

cent and those from Vietnam to the EL
by 20.0 per cent by 2020,

The agreement will boost Viet-
nam’s gross domestic product by 218
per cent-3.25 per cent annually by 2023
and by 4.57 per cent-5.30 per cent an-
nually between 2024-2028, the govern-
ment said,

‘Om Friday, the ELT and South Amer-
1can bloc Mercosur agreed a free-trade
treaty following two decades of talks,

In Asia, the EUl has trade agree-
ments with South Korea, Japan and
Singapore, and it has launched negots-
ations with Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Phalippmes and Thailand.

The EU-Singapore deal 15 set to
come mto force later this year.
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PAKISTAN TODAY

SHARMEEN OBAID-CHINOY
LAUNCHES SEVENTH ANIMATED
SHORT FILM FROM THE CANNES

LIONS NOMINATED SERIES AAGAHI

The seventh episode is titled ‘Forced
Mamage Zabardastl K| Shaadi

KARACHI: SOC Films has released the seventh ammated
short film from the senes “AAGAHI™ titled “Forced
Marrage | Zabardasts Ki Shaadi[™. Indeed, AAGAHI ma
public service campaign with an aim to educate women
about their legal rights in Pakistan. The series was carlier
nominated at The 66th Cannes Lions International Festival
of Creatrvity for the Sustamable Dievelopment Goals Lions
m the Gender Equality category. According to Pakistam
law, every girl 1s free to choose who to mamry. In this
cpisode of the senes, “Forced Marmage |Zabardasn Ki
Shaadi]”, the film describes what can be considered as a
forced mamisze and highlights existing laws that currently
exist to protect women and children from this practice.
AAGAHI 15 a senies of 14 short ammated films i Urndu
conceptualized, produced and directed by SOC Films,
helmed by Two-Time Academy Award Winner Sharmeen
Obaid-Chinoy, explaining and clanifying the legislations
wihuch affect women; and giving an overview of how the
legal provisions granted to them may be applied, such as;
how to file an FIR, what does the law state on instances of
domestic violence, divorce, cyber-crimes and inheritance
and what iz the procedure for reporting issues like these and
who should be approached for help. Each shoni-film was
designed and preduced by S0C Films and covered the law,
s interpretation and the safety that it provides to the
victim. This also included the legislation, as stated in the
Pakistan Penal Code, and the various case laws, which have
been passed or revised in the recent years, One of
Pakistan’s leading actresses, Aamina Sheikh lent her voice
for the series. AAGAHI has been produced in collaboration
with Women Action Forum Karacht.
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SGOER

G}fa Aries: The direct approach goes over unusually well in your
=& ¥ Communications today.

Taurus: Your imagination runs wild when you feel left in the dark.
Staying actively in the information loop demands.

Gemini: Your willingness to adapt to the needs of others could run into
an annoying obstacle today.

Cancer: Wisdom arrives in an unexpectad form today, perhaps in the
A words of a dear child or the loyalty of a favorite pet.
.&‘

4 Leo: Putting the toothpaste back in the tube is an exercise in futility.
:i& And even if you somehow succesd, the gel just wouldn't be the same.

Wirge: You're aiming for a meaningful, big-picture game-changer
Someone could offer you 3 short-term fix, but you might choose to
politely pass if it diverts resources away from your main goal.

Libra: Your optimésm is authentic and straight from the heart today. Your
pasitivity

acts as a healing balm for your soul.

Secorpie: You can find what you're searching for ondy if you are very
specific about defining it.

Sagittarius: Leaving your ego at the door serves you well today. A
willingness to do the work involved to achieve a pleasing outcome puts
you in goad.

Capricorn: You possess all the necessary tools on hand to make cutting
through red tape look as casual as a walk in the park.

Agquarius: An altruistic gesture brings joy to many today and might
inspire a radical departurs from your typical routine.

Pisces: You can pick up & thread and successfully carry it forwand
today. Whether it's been on hold for hours, days.
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DJOKOVIC, FEDERER, NADAL PRIMED
TO TIGHTEN WIMBLEDON GRIP

LONDON
AGEWCIES

OVAK Dyokovic, Roger

Federer and Rafacl Nadal

are set 1o tighten their pri-

vate stranglehold on Wim-

bledon as nivals struggle to
keep afloat as they bid to dethrone the
sport’s A-list stars.

‘World number one Dyjokovic 15 the
defending champion and chasing a
fifth tithe at the All England Club.

Federer, promoted to second seed,
can wm a ninth crown while two-time
champion Madal 15 secking to com-
plete a rare back-to-back Roland CGar-
ros-Wimbledon  double.  Twelve
manths azo, Djokovee armved at Wim-
bledon with his career threatening to
spiral o decline.

Unable to shake off the effects of
right elbow surgery, the Serb was

ranked at 21, his lowest position for
over a decade. But two weeks later,
Dyjokovic had captured the 2018 title
to add to his 2011, 2014 and 2015

wins, becoming the lowest-sceded
player to take the Wimbledon trophy
smce Andre Agassi m 1992,

Since then, he has been rejuve-

nated, going on to claim a third US
Open and seventh Australian Open
title. The only blip was a rain-hit semi-
final exit to Dominic Thiem at Roland
Garmos, a koss which ended his attempt
to become just the second man to hold
all four Slams at the same time twice.

*“Coming off from the surgery,
being unable to have consistency with
resules, this was a huge springboard
for me, the win at Wimbledon last
wear,” said Djokovic, who will take a
10-2 career record over Philipp
Kohlschreiber mie their first-round
clash on Monday.

Federer, chasing a 21st major, first
plaved Wimbledon i 19599,

Pushing 38, he would be the old-
est ever Grand Slam champion if he
were to lift a ninth title, The Swiss star
15 also just five wms from becoming
the first man to register 100 victones
at the same Slam.

Barty seeks to end long Aussie drought
with women’s Wimbledon crown

LONDON

AGENCIES

Ashicigh Barty goes mto Wimbledon
buoyed, unlike her predecessor Naomi
Osaka, by being world number one
and with several of her major nivals
struggling. The engaging 23-vear-old
Australian — who emulated compa-
triot Evonne Goolagong Cawley by
becoming number ane last weekend -
- has vet to get bevond the third round
at Wimbledon,

However, by winning the Birm-
ingham tournament last weekend
Barty showed she has the sirengths to
add the grass court Grand Slam to the
French Open she won on clay and be-
come the first Australian women's
champion since Goolagong Cawley’s
second success i 1980,

Wrth  37-year-old seven-time
champion Serena Williams finally
showing signs of age, Osaka looking
exposed throwgh poor form and two-
time Wimbledon singles champion
Petra Kvitova still easing back to top
form aficr an arm injury, defending
champron Angeligue Kerber may be
the biggest threat to Barty.

Barty, who took an unconven-
tional route to becoming world num-
ber one by taking a time off to play
cricket, insisis she feels no pressure,

"The only pressure 1s that that 1
put on mysclf,” she said. "To make
sure that 1 do everything correctly and
prepare as best that 1 can o try and
play a good tennis match, try and play
well, o enjoy myself™

Barty, who says the arm problem
that forced her withdrawal from the
Eastbourne touwrnament has cleared

up, admits Wimbledon 15 unigue
among the Grand Slam events n hav-
ing so few lead-up events on the sur-
face. "Wimbledon 1sn't a normal
event,” she sawd.

"It's a lattle bit bizarre coming into
Wimbledon having only played one
grass court tournament.

"W feel hike we've been sinking
the ball really well, we'ne comfortable
with the grass under our fieet.™

Whilst Barty says she did not
know what else the draw held for her,
Williams claimed not to even know
the Australian was number one.

The American legend could per-
haps he forgiven her ignorance given
how often the top spot has changed
since her era of domanance ended.

Nevertheless Williams — who

claims she is over the knee woes that
saw her pull out of her mateh with sis-
ter Vienus at the Italian Open and then
make an earty French Openexit — be-
lieves Barty could be infor a long run
as mumber onc. "I think so,” said
Williams. "I think she has a great
game, "1 think she's really even-tem-
pered. She's just really chill. She's had
a really good year.”
- "TAKE THE POSITIVE" -
Wilhams 1= still chasing the elusive
24th Grand Slam title that would put
her alongside Australian Margaret
Court, but she was not talking up her
chances. "1 just haven't had enough
match play, quite frankly,” she said.

“1 finally feel like I found some
good results m Pans,

"I'm just going 1o do the best that
1 can now that I'm here,” she said,
adding with & smile: "I know how to
play tennis.” Osaka, for her part, says

she 15 much more i the frame of mind
she was when she won the Australian

Open carlier this year than the
stressed-out player who exited the
French Open in the third round.

The 21-year-old says the number
one spot she held earlier thes year had
been a millstone round her neck:
"Mentally it was way more stress and
pressure than [ could have imagined.”

Drespite a second-round defecat at
the Birmingham toumament she in-
sists she s in good shape going into
Wimbledon, where she has vet to get
jpast the third round. *Actually in Aus-
tralia I felt like normal,” she sad. "1

fielt like how [ am now: "1 feel like it
(grass) should be good for me because
i's very heavily reliant on the first
serves, being the first person to be ag-
pressive.” Kerber may have lost in the
Eastbournc final to Karolina Pliskova

but the German will be dehghted of

like last vear that 1s the launching pad
to winning at the All England club.
Last vear she lost in the Eastbourne
semi-final only W go on and win
Wimbledon. "I will try to take the pos-
itive things from the whole week,
from the last twio weeks before going
to Wimbledon now,"” said the 3 I-year-
old German.

Renari expects
‘tough game’
against strugygling
South Africa

CAIRD

AGEMCIES

Moroceo coach Herve Renard 1s anticipating a
“touzh game™ agamst South Afinca Monday at
the Afnca Cup of Nations i Egypt despite the
contrasting fortunes of the teams, While
Moroceo were deserved 1-0 winners over the
Ivary Coast n Group D) — considered the
hardest of the spx — South Africa were lucky to
lose anly 1-0 to the west Afincans. “South Afnica
have a lot of very good players,” said Renard,
the only coach to win the African title with two
countries. “They also have a good coach in
Stuart Bancter so it wall be a tough game.™ Here,
AFP Sport previews the final Group C and
Giroup D matches i Cairo with Morocoo and
Algena already assured of last-16 places.
MOROCCO V SOUTH AFRICA: Although
Muorocco won by only one-goal margins against
Mamibia and the Ivory Coast, they have
exhibited class and appear to be keeping plenty
m reserve for the knockout phase. The goal that
sunk the Ivorians demonstrated why the Atlas
Lionz are considered one of the bizgest threats
to hosts and bookmakers” favounies Egypt.
MNordin Amrabat displayed dnibbling skills
rarcly seen in this tournament and his clever
freed scorer Youssef En-Mesyri, who had
timed his dart forward perfectly. South Afnica
have been poor both when losing to the Ivory
Coast and scraping a win over Namibia with
Baater lamenting the “slowness of transitions
from defence to attack™.
IVORY COAST V NAMIBLA: After
outplaying South Africa, the Ivorians came off
second best agamst Morocco, but should
recover to defeat spirited but limited Namibia
and sccure a last-16 place. It will concern coach
Ibrahim Kamara, though, that with so many
talented forwards like Nicolas Pepe at his
disposal the Elephanis have managed just one
goal m 180 mmutes. Against South Afnica,
Kamara could atford the luxury of keeping
Crystal Palace flier Wilfried Zaha on the bench
until late in the second half. Namibia are
craving a first Cup of Nabions win after eight
faled attempts, including a 4-3 loss to the Ivory
Coast in Burkina Faso 21 vears ago.
ALGERIA V TANZANIA: Happy Algena
face depressed Tanzania in a Group C match the
north Africans will expect to win and maintain
a perfect record at the towrnament., Coach
amel Belmads has been hailed after victories
over Kenya and Sencgal, whose Ime-up
mecluded Liverpool star Sadio Mane and Napoli
centre-back Kahdou Koulibaly.
*“Dur preparatsons included time i Catar
getting used 1o intense heat,™ sad veteran
mudficider Sofianc Feghouli, refemring to
temperatures that have reached 38 celsius (100
fahrenheit) m Egypt. Tanzamia were the first
country io be chimmated after losses to Scncgal
and Kenya and coach Emmanuel Amumike
admitted that “we lack experience and there is
no character n the team™.

Argentina waiting for Messi magic to make an appearance

LONDON

AGEWCIES

For the last dozen years, Argentina has been
waitmng fior global superstar Lionel Messi o
lead their foothall team 0 a mapor interna-
tonal trophy. But when the the country
needed the five-time Ballon d"Or winner
most, Messa failed to emulate the feats of
Dicgo Maradona in 1986 — when for some
he almost single-handedly won the World
Cup. Four times Messi has hined up with Ar-
gentma in a major final — the 2004 World
Cup and Copa America in 2007, 2015 and
2006 — but cvery time they have lost.

He has often come under cnticism for
failing to reproduce his Barcelona form
when weaning the sky blue and white jersey
of the national team. Now, ahead of a

mouth-watering Copa semi-final agamst
hosts Brazil in Belo Honzonte, Argentines
are simply waiting for Messi to turmn op.
“Thizs 15 the match for Messi o appear,”
screamed Ole newspaper’s onling edition
after Argentina beat Venezuela 2-0 to secure
the Brazl semi-final. Ironicatly, at this tour-
nament, while Argentina’s performances
have been improving steadily, Messi has, if
anything, become less mflueniial, Argentma
were all at sea in thewr opening 2-0 deficat to
Colomba and needed a Messa penalty to
salvage a 1-1 draw with Paraguay.

But in the 2-0 win over {atar that
qualified Argentina for the knock-out
rounds, and the quarter-final victory over
Venczucla by the same score, Messi be-
came an increasingly penpheral figure.
NOT AT MY BEST: He admitted as

+ cm kK

much afier the Venczucla match, saying:
“I'm not at my best level, I'm not playing
how 1 hoped | would. I'm not having my
best Copa Amenca.” Brazil center-back
Theago Silva is not =0 convineed, though,
“For me, Messi 15 the best player in his-
tory, the best I've ever scen play. It's a
privilege to play agamnst him,” said a
player who hails from the country that pro-
duced Pele, Ganncha, Socrates, Ronaldo
and Ronaldinho. Messi turned 32 dunng
the tournament and while he doesn’™t ap-
pear close to retirement, it cannot be too
MANY YEars Lway.

His game has changed over the years
and he no longer produces the same kind
of, or quantity of, darting runs at the heart
of opposition defences. He plays decper
than he used to, passes more and 15 more

selective with his nns. He also rests more
than he used to and took an eight-month
break from the national team following the
Warld Cup in Russia, only returning in
March i a 3-1 frendly defeat to
Vencrucla, But he = more than just the star
of the team these days, he 15 the leader and
captains both club and country.

Duning the club season, Messi took the
lead in defending Philippe Coutinho,
whom he will line up opposite on Tuesday,
from enticism levelled at the Brazilian
playmaker in the Catalan press,

Meszi also defended Barcelona boss
Emesto Valverde against the brickbats.

And here, whale his and Argentina’s at-
tacking perfiormances have been nothmg to
enthuse about, Messi took the time o
prase the team’s defensive efforts.
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TON-UP BAIRSTOW PUTS
ENGLAND IN CHARGE

LONDON

AGENCIES

ONNY Bamrstow put his spat
with Michael Vaughan behmd
him to score a hundred that
left England well-placed i
thewr key World Cup maich
against India at Edgbaston on Sun-
day. The dynamic opener made 111,
his eighth one-day intemational cen-
tury, in a maich England had to win
to keep semi-final qualification mn
their own hands. Earlier, Barstow
and Jason Roy, back from a torn
hamstring, put on 160 — the highest
first-wicket partnership of the tour-
rament — after England captain Eom
Morgan won the toss in sunny con-
ditions on a good batting pich,

England came mto this match
with therr hopes of emerging out of
the 10-tcam round-robin phase m the
balance after back-to-back defeats
by Sn Lanka and champions Aus-
tralia that followed an carlier loss to
Pakistan. The toumament hosts,
looking to win the World Cup for the
first time, had badly missed Roy i
their last two matches.

Roy, however, was quickly mio
his stride, wath the Surmey star chop-
ping his second ball from Mo
hammed Shami for fowr, then
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drilling wide of mid off for another
boundary. Bamrstow, involved in a
pre-match war of words with former
England captain Vaughan after sug-
gesting pundits wanted England to
lose, had two lucky breaks when big
mside edges missed the stumps.
India captan  Virat Kohh
brought on leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal in the sixth over but Bairstow
soon hit lum down the grownd.
Jasprit Bumrah, the world's top-

ranked ODI bowler, was proving
tough to get away. Roy could have
been out on 21 when India all-
rounder Hardik Pandya appealed for

acaught behmd down the legside off

his fourth delivery. But Pakistan
umpire Aleem Dar signalled a wide
mstead and Kohli opted against a re-
view, although replays suzgested the
hall had touched Rov's glove.

Roy's response was (o hit
Pandya's next ball for zix. Bairstow

GH INDIA MATCH

completed a 56-ball fifty when he
launched Chahal for a six that just
cleared the back-pedalling K1 Rahul
at long-om, the ficlder landing awk-
wardly as he made a desperate at-
tempt at a eatch. Roy then followed
his opening partner to the landmark
in just 41 balls before, on 66, Ravin-
dra Jadepa, the substitute for Rahul,
ran in from long-on to hold a low
diving catch.

Bairstow twice more clubbed
Chahal over long-on for =ix and
handed out similar treatment to
Kuldeep Yadav before deftly re-
werse-sweeping the left-arm wrist-
spinner for four. A single off Pandva
=aw Barstow to a 90 ball-hundred,
including cight fours and six sixes.
The batsman celebrated by removing
his helmet and slowly punching the
air. But Bairstow's mnings ended on
111 when the Yorkshireman carved
Shanu o Rishabh Pant at decp cover
to leave his side 205-2 in the 32nd
over. As well as recalling Roy, Eng-
land brought back paceman Liam
Flunkett in plsce of off-spinner
Moeen Al

Meanwhile India — necding just
one win from their three remammg
Eroup Zames to secure a semi-final
place — preferred batsman Pant to
all-rounder Wijay Shankar,

|CC chief happy with ‘sporting’ World Cup pitches

LONDON
AGENCIES

International Cricket Council chief
executive David Richardson on Sun-
day said he is happy with the Waorld
Cup's "sporting pitches”, insisting
they have provided good balance be-
tween bat and ball. Hosts England
posted a tournament high of 397 for
s agamst Afghanistan on June 18,
but teams have struggled to get past
250 m the second mmnings of
matches. The 10-team competition
has secen sublime hundreds by the
world's top hatsmen meluding Aus-
tralia’s David Wamer, New Zealand
skipper Kane Willlamson and Joc
Root of England.

But the bowlers have made their
presence felt with Australia paceman
Mitchell Starc leading the wicket-
takers chart with 24 scalps m eight
matches. Richardson said the 10C"s
only direction to the pitch curators
was o prepare sportmg tracks. "Dur-
ng our playing days a score of be-
tween 220 and 260 was a good score
but not now. So our only direction to
the curators was to preparc sporting
tracks,” the former South African

wicketkeeper-batsman told reporters
in Edghaston. "And what's hearten-
ing to sec n this tournament 15 how
the bowlers have had a say and we
have seen some exciting cricket.

"0 course in ODIs you will not
see as many close pames as in
Twenty20 cricket but the matches
have gone deep and that's impor-
tant.” Defending champions Aus-
tralia were the first team to book
their semi-finals berth and now have
seven wins from their eight league

matches. The semi-final race opened
up afier England's shock loss to Sn
Lanka last week, with six of the 10
tcams fighting for the remaining
three spots.

"Ewven durmg the South Africa-
India zame, | believed for a while the
Proteas will get a few more wickets
but it didn't happen,” he said. "S5o0
that's what I mean when I say that
the tournament has lived up to ex-
pectations and only improved over
the years.” Fan violence n Leeds on

Spturday marred a World Cup match
between Pakistan and Afghanistan as
police were forced to intervene after
fighting broke out between suppon-
ers of the two teams,

Richardson said that incidemts
like these only make the ICC more
"aware” and "preparcd”. Meanwhile,
Richardson lauded the IOC's work in
spreading the game to different parts
of the world and also contributmg to
socicty as they parinered with
UNICEF to raise moncy for chaldren.
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SRI LANKA VS WEST INDIES

1CC to take
action after
fans clash at
Pak-Afghan
match

The International Cricket Council {1CC) has said it
will take action agamst any fans involved in “scuffles™
before the Cricket World Cup match between Pakistan
and Afghamistan at Headingley on Saturday.

Videos shared on social medea showed supporters of
both countries fighting outside the venue and security
personnel being forced to intervenc, while
ESFNericinfo reported that a1 least two fans had been
evicted from the ground.

*We arc aware of some scuffles among a mmortty of
fans and are currently working with the venue secunty
team and the local police force, West Yorkshire Police,
to ensure there are no further incidents,™ an 1OC
spokesperson said.

*We do not condone this type of behaviour, and wall
take appropriate action against any anti-social
behaviour that spois the emjoyment for the majonty of
fans.” “We work with local police forces around the
country to prevent this tvpe of incident occurring and
were assured that given Headingley 15 under the flight
path for the Leeds Bradfiord A]rpm it would not be an
ssue,” the spokesperson added

LONDON
AGENCIES

New Zealand captain  Kane
Williamson wrged his side to move
on after an $6-run defeat by cham-
prons Australia a1 Lord’s on Satur-
day condemned the Black Caps to
their second straight loss of the
World Cup. Wilhamson's side will
puarantee their place alongside Aus-
tralia — the team that beat them in
2015 final — in the lasi four if they
defeat tournament hosts England in
their concluding group match at
Chester-le-Street on July 3.

And they will be into the semi-
finals hefore then if England Ioses to

India in Birmingham on Sunday.™It’s
ahout moving on and going to
Durham,” sad Williamson afier a
heavy loss just days after a six-wicket
defeat by Pakisian. New Zealand,
who host the toss on a used patch that
made condions tough for batsmen,
were right in the game when they re-
duced Australia to 92-5. But a cen-
tury stands between Usman Khawaja
(%8) and player of the match Alex
Carey, whose flucnt 71 included 11
fiowrs, took Australia to 243-9,

That proved more than cnough,
despite alast over hat-tnck from New
Zealand's Trent Boult. The Black

Caps could only manage 157 m reply,
with lefi-arm fast bowler Mrtchell

Starc takmg a toumament-best 3-26.
*“We were one wicket away if you
look at the posittves in our bowling,
it wasn't io be today,” saud
Williamson. “Rather than digging too
deep, you're analysing the past when
the challenge comeng up can be guite
different. “There are o many var-
ables in this sport and World Cup. It's

ghout moving on to the next game,™

added the star batsman, who for once
at this tounament was unable to bail
his side out of trouble after match-
winming hundreds agamst both South
Afica and the West Indies.
Williamson, who fell to Starc
fior 40 on Saturday, acknowledged
that the defeats could lead to *“a dent

in momentum”

*But then st the end of the day,
it is coming back to the encket that
we want to play. Playing with those
smarts, 1 think cricket smarts
throughout this towrnament has
been perhaps the most important
thing. “On these surfaces that have
varied a bit...vou do need to be
smart and adapt really quickly on
them to give yoursclves the best
chance of success.” Williamson was
encouraged by the form of fast
bowler Lockie Ferguson (2-49) as
well as expenicnced left-arm spear-
head Boult, sayving Ferguson has
“zot the abiliy to pick up wickets at
any stage of the innings.™
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TRUMP STEPS INTO NORTH
KORER, IN HISTORIG FIRST

PYOMGYANG

AGENCIES

ONALD Trump stepped

onte North Korean soul on

Sunday as he met Py-

ongyang’s leader Kim Jong

Un in the Demiliarized
Zone dividing the peminsula, in a sym-
bolic diplomatic spectacle and a first for
any American president.

After shaking hands with Kim over
the line that marks where their two
countries and thewr allics fought each
other to a standstill in the 1950-53 Ko-
rean 'War, Trump walked for several
stcps into North Korcan termitory, before
another handshake. The two men then
walked mto Seoul s termtory together
— pausing on the line for photogra-
phers — where they were jomned by
South Korcan President Moon Jac-in.

“It’s a great day for the world and
it"s an honour for me to be here,™ Trump
sand. A lot of great things arc happen-
ing.” The impromptu mecting m the
DMZ — which came afier Trump 15-
sued an imvitation on Twitter on Satur-
day — comes with negotations between
P\.‘onn}anz and \'aashmglcm over the
North's nuclear arsenal at a deadlock.

The two would “just shake hands
quickly amd say hello because we
haven't seen each other since Vietnam™,
Trump sawd earher.

Their first summit ook place mn a

but produced a vaguely-worded pledge
gbout denucleansation, and a second
meeting m Vietnam in February in-
tended to put flesh on those bones broke
up without agreement.

Contact between the two sides has
simnce been mmimal — with Pyvongyang
wssuing frequent criticisms of the US
position— but the two leaders have ex-
changed a senies of letters and Trump
turned o Twitter on Saturday to 1ssuc
his offer. “1f Chairman Kim of North
Kaorea sees this, | would meet himn at the
Border/DME just to shake his hand and
say Hello(7)!,” he wrote from from
O=aka in Japan, where he was attending
a G20 summit before flying to Seoul.

In an unusaally fast and public re-
sponse, within bours of Trump's tweet
the North’s official KCNA news agency

quoted Vice Foreign Minister Choe Son
Hu as saying the offer was “a very in-
teresting suggestson”™,

Trump’s entry onto North Korean
soil is & dramatic re-cnactment of the
extraordinary scene last vear when the
voung leader imwited South Korean
President Moon Jae-in to walk over the
Mihitary Demarcabion Line that divides
the Koreas. Moon— who scized on last
vear's Winter Olvmpics to broker the
jprocess between Pyongyang and Wash-
mngion, afier tensions soarcd i 2017
amid missile and nuclear tests and mu-
tumal insudts — will be going to the DMZ
with Trump.

“The leaders of the US and the
Morth will have a handshake for peace
at Panmunjom, the symbol of division,
for the first time,” Moon said, refernng

bla.a:ofpishllc ity in Smgapore last vear

to the “truce village™ in the DMZ.

“BARREN NO-MAN'S LAND™: But
analysts were divided over the head-
Iine-grabhing meeting’s potential im-

t on the underlying issues.

The four-kilometre-wade (2.5
miles) DMZ, running for 250 kilome-
tres, is where the front line lay when the
Korean War ended with 3 ceasefire
rather than a peace treaty, and s de-
scribed as the world®s last Cold War
frontier. John Delury of Yonse: Unmver-
sity i Scoul sad an encounter in the
“barren no man’s land that embodies
the unhealed wound of post-WWII di-
wision, the Korcan War, and 70 years of
animosity” would help improve tics.

“1t"s not just about denucleanzation
and it’s not all abowt a deal — important
as thosc are,” he said. “If Trump and
Kim meet [and] can announce some
kind of interim agreement, that's great.
If they meet and don't, that’s ok too. If
m the end they don’t meet, it's good that
Trump offered to.™

But Joshua Pollack of the Middle-
bury Institute of International Stodies
cast doubt on what i1t could achieve.

The Hanoi meetmg foundered amid
dizagreements on what the North —
which has carmed out six nuclear tests
and developed mussiles capeble of
reaching the entire US mammland —
would be willing 1o give up in exchanse
for relief from sanctions that have crip-
pled 1ts economy. “An agendae-free,
made-for-TV encounter won't undo a
year of inflated expectations and disap-
pointment,” said Pollack.

What was needed, he added, was
*something more than a one-page letier
and another handshake™. The DMZ has
been a regular stop for US presudents
visiting the South, a secunty ally — al-
though Trump’s helicopter was forced
to turn back by fog in 20017 — while
Panmunjom saw the first two summits
between Moon and Kim last year.

Prlll:n William, Kate
Middleton to visit
Pakistan this autumn

LOWDON

The Duke and Duchess of Cambndge Prince
William and Kate Middleton will undertake
an official visit i Pakistan this autumn,
annoumced the Kensington Palace. The trip,
which is being carried out at the request of
the UK. s Foreign and Commonweal th
(fice, will take place in the sutumn,
According to a tweet published by
Kensington Palace, The Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge will underizke an official visit
10 Pakistan this autumn, at the request of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. It will
e the first official visat by a member of the
British roval family to Pakisian since 2006
when Prince Charles and Camilla traveled to
Pakistan. Previoushy, the Queenvisited in
1961 and 1997, and Pnncess Diana traveled
there an a solo trip in 1991, According to the
UK. s Foreign and Commonwealth Cfice,
approximately 270,000 British nationals visit

PML-N says few MPs

met Imran at Bani Gala

PML-N PUNJAB PRESIDENT SAYS THE MEMBERS
WHO CALLED ON PM WEREN'T PARTY LOYALISTS

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REFORT

A day after over a dozen of the Pak-
istan Mushm League-Nawaz (PML-
N)  lawmakers from  Punjab
Assembly called on Prime Minister
Imran Khan at his Bani Gala resi-
dence, the PML-N Punjab President
Rana Sanaullah says there's a possi-
ality that some of the PML-N mem-
bers met Imran at his resadence.
Agcording to a local TV channel,
Sana said the members who called
on Imran include those who jomed
the party before the gencral clections

afier the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’

{PTI) refused to give them the party
ticket. *We have no informatron re-
garding PML-N parliamentarians
mecting the prime minisier. We also
do not believe that such a meeting
has happened. This is a deliberate at-
tempt to spread fake news and divert
people’s attention from PTIs failed
cconomic policics,” she said.

son Mammyum Aurangzeb told a
local media outlet that the PTI
should name the lawmakers who
visited Bami Gala of such a meeting
ever happened. “If it happened then
it was highly umethecal,”™ the former
minister was quoted as saying.
Questioning
news, she said if PML-N members
were defecting then it would have
reflected in the budget votes.
Meanwhile, a PML-MN MPA
Mian Jalil Abmed confirmed his
meeting with the premier, though he

didn"t name others who were part of

the meeting. According to a media
report, he said it was his democratic
right to discuss his constituency 's -
sues with the PM and chief minister.

Talking to journalists, Ahmed
said that PM Imran assurcd that all
the problems faced by the people in
the area would be resolved. He said
that the prime mimster did not ask
tum to join his party. Ahmed had
poaned PML-N in 2018 before the

the veracity of

FAWAD SAYS IT'S JUST
A START, OPP
MEMBERS FROM
SENATE AND NA WILL
ALSO MEET PM SOON

the PTI before that. However, Fawad
Chaudhry, a former miformation min-
1ster in PT1 government, saad the
meeting of PML-N lawmakers was a
start and there wall be more commg.
In a tweet, the federal minister
said that the next groups o meet PM
Imran will be from: Mational Assembly
and Senate. “Decisions are made on
local political facts and PML-N and
Paksstan Peoples Party (PPP) have lost
their worth among people, therefore,
the politicians wall also make their de-
cizions accordingly,”™ he smid.
FORWARD BLOC IN THE
MAKING: At least 15 PML-N law-
makers had called on Prime Mmister
Imran Khan at his Bani Gala resi-
dence, leading to speculation that a
torward Bloc is being formed in the
opposition parties. According to re-
poris, the PML-N lawmakers dis-
cussed political 1ssucs with the PM.
Punjab Chicf Minister Uisman Buz-
dar was also present m the meeting.
The PML-N lawmakers reportedly
expressed confidence in the policies
of Prme Minister Imran and Chief

Fakistan every year.

Meanwhile, PML-N Spokesper-

gencral clections. He had remaimed in

Minister Buzdar duning the meeting.

Tourists stuck in
Murree’s Patriata
chair lifts rescued

MURREE

STAFF REPORT

The Pakistan Army has rescued all the
tounsts, who were stuck m the air after a
chair lift wire detached from the pulley due
to a typhoon in Murree, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said on Sunday. A
popular visiting spot in Murree, the
elevated chairlifts met with a malfunction
resulting in hundreds of getting stuck in the
air precarously. The rescue operation to
retrieve and rescuc all chair Lift niders was
completed by the army contingent along
with the civil admimistration, and all the
toursts were safely evacuated. “Army
engineers reparred the cable tower to rescue
the tounsis™, the army’s malitary wing =aid.
The Patriata chair lifts in Muree are the
main tourist attraction, it is the highest
peint in the area and the hills stand 7,500
feet above sea level. In 2017, at least 10
people were killed and two injured when a
chairlift cable broke and it plunged o a
ravinc. The accident occurred some 30
kilometers ( 18 miles) north of Islamabad n
the Charra Pani village in Murree. Rescue
teams had shifted injured persons and the
bodies to the hospatal.

Qureshi rejects
opposition’s demand
of mid-term polls

EHANEWAL
INP

Foreign Mimister Shah Mahmood Qureshs
on Sunday temed down the opposition
parties” demand of mud-term clections as
uncalled for. Talking to media in Jahanian
near Khanewal, Qureshi said demand for
mid-term elections by Pakistan Mushm
League-Mawaz (PML-N) n current
situateon was unjustificd. Qureshi sad that
general elections in the country held
recently, hardly one year ago, so as there
was no justification of demand for the snap
polls. He also said that the government has
proved fs clear majorty during the
approval of federal budget m the National
Aszzembly. Pakistan i facing external and
internal challenges, he said, advising the
opposition to extend cooperation to the
government m this regard. Cureshs
expressed hope that Pakistan wall overcome
all challenges under the Icad.crsh]pm Prime
Minister imran Khan, The foreign mimster
also sad that dealogue process with
Afghanistan progressing in nght direction
and we are waiting for a positive outcome,
He said matters with India were also under
process, Qureshn sad that Pakistan s
commitied to durable peace in Afghanstan,
he added.

Fighting rages across Afghanistan as peace talks continue

KABLL
AGENCIES.

Taliban suicide bombers killed at
least 19 people in an attack on a gov-
ernment office on Saturday night, of-
ficials said, in the latest episode of
violence in Afghanistan as peace
talks continue to end the war,
Election workers were registermg
voters ahead of presidental elections
in September at an office in the Ma-
roof district of the southern Kandahar
province when fighters of the hard-
line Islamist group launched an attack
using four Humvee vehicles, officials
said. Eight election workers were
killed, they said. Eleven Afghan se-
curty force members were also klled

alongsude the four suickde bombers,

said Tadeen Khan, the police chief of

Kandahar. The Taliban, which rejects
the election process, claimed respon-
sibality for the attack.

1

Taliban spokesman Qan Yousuf

Ahmadi said the groups fighters also
killed 57 members of the Afghan se-
cunty forces in the attack and captured
11 others, but Afghan officals dis-
puted the account. The intersor mm-
istry i a statement sawd 23 Taliban
insurgents were killed in the clash.

The Tahiban, which controls or
contests half the country, more than
at any time since being overthrown
b the LIS, invasion in 2001, has re-
Jected calls for a ceasefire,

Fighting between the Taliban and

Afzhan forces has itensified even as
leaders of the Taliban and 115, offi-
cials hold peace talks in Qatar to end
18 years of war in Afghanistan,

In a scparatc attack, Taliban fighi-
ers killed eight Afghan soldicrs and
mjured cight others at a military
c:hccl_polm m Balabulak district in
the western provinee of Farah, a local
official said. Mahmood Nacmi, the
deputy chicf of the Farah council,
said the clashes ended after Afghan
forces launched arr strikes.

“Many Taliban fighters were
killed in the air strike,” said Nasmi.

In the northcrn province of
Takhar, over 600 villagers fled as Tal-
iban fighters scized large arcas of the
provmes durmg heavy fighting in re-

cent days, government officials said.
TALKS CONTINUE: The pace of
talks between the United States and
Taliban in Doha has sped up as
Afghanistan heads for presidential
elections on September 28

Catar’s government, which s
mediating the peace process between
the United States and the Taliban, on
Sunday said the two sides discussed
the withdrawal of foreign troops, pre-
venting militanis  from  using
Afghamistan to harm the United
States or other countries and a com-
prehensve ceasefine,

“They (U.5. and Taliban) also
stressed the mutual desire of both
sides to move quickly and make tan-
gible progress,” the ministry said.
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