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PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN
TALK PEACE, RENEW TIES

= AFGHAN PRESIDENT HOLDS ONE-
ON-ONE MEETING WITH PAKISTANI
PM, DISCUSSES REGIONAL
SECURITY AND GEOPOLITICS

o v

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REPORT

RIME Mimster Imran Khan and Afghan
President Ashraf CGhani on Thursday
held a onc-on-one meeting here during

which they agreed to open a new chap-

ter of frendship and cooperation be-
tween both countrics based on mutual trust and
harmony for the benefit of their peoples.

The Afghan president armved at the Prime
Mimister’s House after holding delegation-
level talks with Forcign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Crureshi.

A contingent of the armed forces presemted
a guard of honour and national anthems of both
countries were played as (ham was recerved by
PM Imran. The premuer introduced the Afghan
president to members of his cabinet and other
senior officials, while Ghani introduced Imran
to members of the visiting delegation.

Earlier, in his meeting with Qureshi, Presi-
dent Ghani lauded Pakistan’s efforts for peace in
Afzhanistan and the region.

The foreign minister conveyed Pakistan's
commitment o continue play me is role for peace
im Afrhanistan with sincerity and an open heart.

“For decades now, the people  of
Afghanistan have suffered due to the secunity
situation and instability prevalent in their
country. That must end and Pakistan wants to
play 1ts due role in achieving that objective,”
FM Qureshi said.

“Pakistan has always emphasised the need
for result-oriented talks. We firmly believe
that 15 the only way to establish durable peace
in Afghanistan,”™

The minister expressed confidence that the
Afghan president’s visit to Pakistan would
bring the two countries closer and strengthen
ulateral relations,

The two sides agreed to expedite implemen-
tatson of the already decided strategy of fosiering
peace and brothcrhood for the betterment and
welfare of both countries.

They exchanged views on ways to enhance
bilateral economy, trade and mvestment, and
PIMOME COOPETAtion N COMMUMLCAtons, cNergy,

= FM SAYS AFGHAN PRESIDENT'S VISIT
TO PAKISTAN WOULD BRING BOTH
COUNTRIES CLOSER AND
STRENGTHEN BILATERAL RELATIONS

-
-

culture and people-to-people contact.

In an address in Islamabad later in the day,
Foreign Mimister Qureshi reiterated Pakistan’s
commitment to facilitate an intra-Afghan dia-
logue, which he said was essential for sustamed
peace in Afghanistan and the regrion.

“A better relabionship between the people of

Pakistan and Afghanistan 1s essential for us to
achieve our aim of collective prospenty,” sad
the foreign minister,

Qureshi asserted that Islamabad was keen on
playing a constructive role in ensuning global
and regional stabality,
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GOVUT AGREES TO BNP'S DEMANDS
AHEAD OF CRUCIAL BUDGET VOTE

DEFENCE MINISTER KHATTAK SAYS GOVT HAS FORMED COMMITTEE
TO ADDRESS ISSUE OF MISSING PERSONS IN BALOCHISTAN

GOLD REFINERY TO BE SET UP IN BALOCHISTAN TO BENEFIT PROVINCE AND
ITS PEOPLE; AFGHAN REFUGEES TO BE REPATRIATED ‘RESPECTFULLY'

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REPORT

HE Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaf

{PTI} govermnment on Thursday

announced that it had agreed to

implement all six points raised

by Balochistan Mational Party-
Mengal (BNP-M), as the ruling party
scrambles support of its coalition part-
ners ahead of the crucial vote on the fed-
eral budget.

The BNP-M, which iz a “confi-
dence and supply” partner of the ruling
PT1, had carlier threatened to abstamn
from voting on the budget, warning
that it would go with whoever could
address ifs grievances.

The announcement had sparked a
flurry of activity from the government,
which has a thin majority in the National
Assembly and neceds all the numbers it
can muster ahead of the budget vote. It

had also prompted the opposiion to
reach out to BNP chuef Akhtar Mengal,
who subsequently attended several
mieetings hosted by opposition parties on
how best to tackle the budget,

Despiie all that, however, the BNP-M
had stayed away from the multi-party
conference organised by the opposition
on Wednesday. Instead, Mengal and
members of his party met Prime Minister
Imran Khan and members of the govern-
ment to discuss the six points of reserva-
tron that had been the cause of nsmg
tensions between the two parties.

Interestingly, the joint resolution
adopted by the opposition after the mult-
party conference too had covered all six
demands of the BNP-M.

Addressing journalists afier a meeting
between the two sides, PTI's Defence
Minister Pervez Khattak and BNP chief
Mengal said that an agreement had been
reached between the two parties.

Brefly discussing the points agreed
upon, Khattak said that the government
has formed a committee to address the
matter af missing persons in Balochistan.

“The other matter that was raised by
the party was regarding water, and 1t
has been promised that several small
dams will be created i the provinee to
help in water conservation. Further-
more, the feasibtlity for two larger
dams is also being created and work
will begin on them as soon as the
process 15 completed,” Khattak said.

“Another issue discussed in the meet-
ing was the sense of insecurnity that the
people of Gwadar fecl because of a large
number of outsiders that are going to the
arca as it develops. There 1s a fear that
these people may be able to obtain wden-
ufication cards from the area and the
Baloch majonty may become a minornity.

“We have assured the party that a bull
will be brought into the National Assem-

bbly to ensure that such an event does not
take place and the nghts of the people of
Giwadar are protected,” the defence min-
ister saud.

Khattak further announced that a gold
refinery would be set up in Balochistan to
bencfit the province and s people.

Another one of the BNF-M's con-
cerns was the unfulfilled promise of sic
per cent government jobs bemg provided
to people of the province. “Regarding
thes, we have assured the party that the
promse will be fulfilled and, with time,
Balochistan will get its fair share of gov-
ernment jobs,” Khattak smd,

The last point on the agenda was
about the respectful repatniation of
Afghan refugees, which both sides
have agreed on.

Mengal, when given the chance to
speak, sard that he was grateful that
the government had taken the time 1o
casec the party’s concerns.

“However, 1t should be known
that the differences between the two
sides were not developed because of
us,” he sad.

The BNP-M leader also pointed out
that, during the discussion, the prime
minister had assured him that no reduoc-
tions will be made to the NFC award
and that the [Eth Amendment will not
be rolled back.

“These rumours were  floating
around, but the truth is that to make
both these changes, we need a two-
thirds majority (in the NA) and we do
not have that. Thus, to the people cre-
ating these rumours, 1 would like to tell
them that they should stop lying so
much,™ Khattak mterjected.

Mengal also told the media that he
had suggested to the prime minister that
a committee of political leaders be sent to
Balochistan to properly understand the
gnievances of the people there,

“Once it returns, the committee
should present a report to the parlia-
ment and then whatever decision s
taken on the matter will be acceptable
to us,” he said,

IHC summons replies
from PTM leaders in plea
seeking ban on outfit

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPOAT

The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Thursday adjourncd hearing into a plea
seeking a ban on Pashtun Tahaffiz Move-
ment { FTM) tall Juby 16, Justice Amir Fa-
roodg was heaning the case. Bamister Shomb
Razaq in hus arguments said that PTM 1s
not a registered party and pleaded the court
0 pass & ruling to slap a ban on it fior mak-
ing anti-state statements. The social media
accounts of the PTM leaders namely Man-
zoor Pashicen, Mohsin Dawar, Al Wazr
and Gulalai Ismail should be banned, he
contimued. No one would be allowed 1o
give seditious siatemenis under the name
of freedom of expression, the court ob-
served. The cournt has summoned replics
from PTM leaders including, Manzoor
Pashteen, Mohsin Dawar, Al Wazir and
Ciulala Ismail. A petition was filed in Is-
lamabad High Court {IHC}) against PTM
for speaking agamnst national institutions,
including Pakistan Army, in the wake of
10-year-old Farishta Mohmand’s rape case
in the federal capital.

Prices of essential items
rise at govt stores

ISLAMARAD: The wtility stores have
hiked the price of sugar and over 50 brands
of everyday items. The ubility stores have en-
hanced three rupees on per kilogram of
sugar, from exsting Rs6% per kilogramme to
Rs72. The utlity stores, which provide basic
commadities to the generad public at o subsi-
dized rate, have mereased prices of several
general use items. According to the report,
the prces of more than 50 brands of sham-
|poo, soaps, and creams have been enhanced
up to Rs20 at unlity stores. The price of a 50-
millilster jar of & face cream has been in-
creased by 10 rupees, from Rs217 to 227, the
report saud. Various brands® soaps prices go
up by one to two nupec. INg

Court extends Zardari’s physical remand till 8th

i
8

An accountability court on Thursday extended Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP) Co-charman Asif Ah
Zardan’s physical remand in the fake accounts casc
till July 8, as the former president told the judge that
be was not afraid of pnson because he had spent 13
years in solitary confinement.

Zardan made the remarks duning a hghthearied ex-
change with Judge Arshad Malk duning the heanng.

Judge Malik wondered whether the headguarters

ISLAMARAD

STAFF REFORT

NOT AFRAID OF PRISON, ZARDARI TELLS ACCOUNTABILITY JUDGE

of the NManonal Accountability Bureaw (NAB) should
be shified to a hospital to facilitate its COMuUption sus-
pects who tend to frequently fall ill. While tking uwp
an application filed by another suspect in the case,
O Growp CED Abdu Gham Majeed, seckmg med-
ical faciliies while in NAB custody, Judge Malik
wondered: “Shouldn’t [we] just transfer the NAB
headquarters to some hospital 7™ “If somebody sits in
a room for two days after locking the door from the
inside, they don’t feel unwell,™ he observed. “But they
become restless when they find out somebody has
locked the door from the outside.” He saud the analogy
suitably applied to the fake accounts case, m which he
said suspects fall ill after being arrested. Zardari, who
was at the rostrum, was guick to respond.

“We are not that weak, sahib,” the PPP co-chamr-
man said, adding that he was doing just finc. He fur-
ther said he was not afrard of prisons because he had
spent “13 years in solitary confinement™.

“Mot everyone is hke vou,” the judge replied in a
light vein. “Some people pick a fight with the lion and
some get frightened by a small animal.™ At ths,
Zardari couldn™t help himself from making a jibe at

hus political nival, Pime Mingster Imran Khan, saying:
“|By that measure | our prime minister 15 even scared
of a lizard.” The judge replied: “no comments™

Earlier at the start of the hearing, Zardar: objected
to three suspects in the case being brought to the court
in handcuffs. “These are educated boys, why have
they been handcuffed™™, he asked, adding that the case
revolves around a “white-collar cnime™,

At this, the judge mquired whether the suspects
had been handcuffed by NAB officials. He was in-
formed by the accountability watchdog’s representa-
trve that the suspects were brought to the court from
Jail by police and that NAB had not put them in hand-
cuffs. Earlier, Zardari withdrew his interim bail appli-
cations filed with the Islamabad High Court (IHC} in
three cases pertaining to the Park Lane Company, bul-
letproot cars and Toshakhana.

The former president conveved his decision
to withdraw his applications after he sought the
permission of the bench comprising Justice
Aamir Faroog and Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kiyam
to speak in the court. The hearing of the case was
adjourned until July 8.

Pakistan and Afghanistan talk peace, renew ties

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01

“No one has suffered more than these two bordering
nations,” he said, adding that better connectivity be-
tween the twio nations was crucial for sustanable
progress. President CGhani armived in Pakistan on Thurs-
day morming for a two-day visit on the invitation of PM
Imran. Adviser to the Pnime Mimster on Commeree,
Textiles, Industries Production and Investment Abdul
Razak Dawood received him at Nur Khan arbase.
The Afghan president was accompanied by his
Special Representative and Ambassador Extraords-
naire to Pakistan Anf Mashal and a high-level delega-
tion includimg ministers, advisers, senuor officials and
businessmen. President Gham's two-day official visit
5 secn as part of the latest push to not only sort out
differences with Pakistan on bilateral issucs but also
Zve new impetus o peace cfforts. This is the Afghan
presadent s first visit to Islamabad in over three-and-
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half~vears and comes at a ime when peace talks be-
tween the United States and Afghan Taliban are be-
lieved 10 have entered a critical phase.

President Cihani wall also travel to Lahore where
he will participate in a business forum attended by
business representatives from both the countnies. He
will offer Friday prayers at the Badshahi Mosque and
then depart from Pakistan the same eveming.

This 15 Presadent (ihani's third visit to Pakistan
and follows the recently held first review session of
the landmark Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for
Peace and Solidanity (APAPPS).

The Afghan president had carlier undertaken a
bulateral visit to Pakistan in November 2014 and
subseqguently came to attend the Heart of Asia— Is-
tanbul Process { HoA ) Ministerial Conference in [5-
lamabad i December 2015,

Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have
remained tense for years largely because of decpening

Let the journey begin this summer
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trust deficit between the two neighbours.

At the heart of the problem i1s suspicion in Kabul
that Islamabad is sull supporting the Afghan Taliban,
Pakistan has its own list of gnevances that include the
Afghan government’s lack of action against terronst
eroups invalved in cross-border attacks.
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GHINA OFFERS TO PLAY GUARANTOR FOR AFGHAN PEAGE DEAL

HINA has offered to serve as
guarantor for a proposed peace
agreement in Afghanistan, an
official statement said late on
Wednesday. The offer comes
on the heels of media repoets suggesting
that China 1s likely to host an mterna-
tional meesting regarding the Afghan

prace process, to be attended by officials

from Pakistan, US, Europe and other

neighbonng countnies of. Afgiumsian
The offer was to

ness to offer as a guarantor role for any
possible peace accord between the gov-
ernment  and the Taliban group,”

Afghanistan’s National Secunty Adviser
Hamdullah Molb by China’s Special
Envoy for Afghanistan Deng Xijun dur-
mg a meeting in Kabul.

“Ambassador Xyun bnefed NSA
Mohib about the Chinese efforts in the
peace process, and assured China’s readi-

an’s Mational Secunty Council
sard m a statement.

China 15 ready to facilitate an
Afghan-owned and Afghan-led peace
talks, Ambaszador Xijun said, adding
that without invelvement of the
Afghan government, any peace
process will go nowhere.

NSA Mokub appreciated Chincse cf-
forts in bringing peace and stability in
Afghanistan, saying the Afghans had ren-
dered huge sacrifices for peace, and those
sacrifices should be honored.

The envoy briefed Mohib on China’s
recent efforts for peace talks, according
to & statement from the natwonal security
adviser's office.

There have been multiple signs of
cautious optimism from the US and

MATCY about 3 potential peace deal in
Afghanistan this vear, In the past two
days, NMATO choef Jens Stoltenberg as
well as US Sccretary of State Mike
Pompeo have said a comprehensive
peace agreement with the Taliban s
within grasp.

The development comes as the US
and Tahban are set to hold the seventh
round of talks for peace later this month
m Doha, Catar,

ECP summons KP official over arrest

of two tribal poll candidates

¥
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ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPORT

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
on Thursday summaoned Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Home and Tribal Affairs Sec-
retary Ikramullah Khan after two independ-
ent candidates contesting  from  South
Wazinstan were amesicd ahead of the wp-
coming clections m tnbal arcas. The secre-
tary has been ordered to appear before the

carlier this month on June 24 and Junc 19
respectively, “allegedly under Section 3 of
the West Pakistan Mamienance of Public
Order Ordinance, 1960 (MPO) for onc
month™. They were detained by the
deputy commissioner of South Waziristan
and, according to ECP's notice, are locked
up in jails of Haripur and Dera Ismail
Khan, the notice sawd.

*The sad act of the administration prior
to conduct of clection 15 tantamount to ob-

PAKISTAN

ECP in person at 11am on June 28

Muhammad Igbal, who 1z contesting
from PK-114, South Wazinstan-1,
Muhammad Anf, who is contesting from
PK-113, South Warninstan-1, were arresied

and

struct the election campaign and the consti-
tutional duty of the Election Commission in
respect of free, farr and fransparent clections
1n accordance with Arhicle 218(3)of the C
stitution,” the notice said

'Incompetent’ govt
taking toll on Pakistan,
says Maryam

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
M) Vice-President Maryam Nawaz on
Thursday continued to criticise the Pak-
istan Tehreck-e-Insaf government, refter-
ating her claim that its incompetence was
damaging the country. She shared snap-
shots of a few English newspapers which
highlighted the current ecomomic condi-
tions in Pakistan, Maryam MNawaz termed
the ongm imes under PTI regime as
“dark days™. She taeeted: “Dark days. In-
competence has taken a toll on Pakistan™
On Wednesday, the PML-N vice president
=aid that the country s conditions wall
contnue to decline until this *fake gov-
crnmend” 15 in office. Talking to media
after the All Partics Conference ( APC),
she said that the changing of Senate chair-
man will not solve the crisis but will defi-
nitely shake the “fake” government,
Marvam warned the government to re-
frain from pushing the country's condi-
tions towards the point of no retum. She
said, “the currency is on a constant de-
cline and rupee’s value has been drasti-
cally gomg down by Rs3 to & per dollar in
a day.” “Pakistan’s national debt has scen
an increase of $14 billion in the month of
June,” she added. “The people are being
oppressed on a daily basis doe to the ex-
pected budget and their livelihood has
been messed up by increasmg inflation,”
she further said. NEws DESK

CPNE urges govt to clear
dues of media houses

LAHORE
STAFF REFORT

The Council of Newspaper Editors
(CPNE) has urged the government to
clear the pending dues of the media
houses at the earliest and has asked the
media houses to ensure the implementa-
tion of the Wage Board award. An emer-
gency mecting of CPNE Wage Board
Committee was held in this regard where
the 1ssues facing the media industry were
discussed, The meecting was chaired by
‘Wage Board Commutiee President Zia
Shahid. The mecting was attended by
Pakistan Today Editor-m-Chief Anf
Nizame, Daily Awaz Editor-in-Chiel Dr
Jabbar Khattak, Express Group Cheef Ex-
ecutive Editor [jarul Hag and Legal
Views Edtor-in-Chief and honorary legal
advisor of CPNE Safeer Hussam Shah.

LAHORE
STAFF REFORT

A Lahore High Court (LHC) division bench on
Thursday granted bail to Muhammad Mushiag alias
Chene mnvolved i the Suleman Shehbaz money-
laundering case. The court directed Mushiag Chene
to submit twao surety bonds of RsS060, 000 for avail-
g the bail. The bench compnsing Jushice Al Bagar
Majafi and Justice Sardar Ahmad Nacem heard the
post-arrest bail pettion. Advocate Asad Manzoor
Butt, on behalf of Mushtag Chene, argued that his
client was ammested by the bureau in connection with
the Salman Shehbaz money-laundermg case.
However, he said that has client had become an
approver in the case and got his confessional state-
ment recorded under Section 26 of the National Ac-
countability Ordinance before a judicial magistirate
on June 17, 20019 He further submitted that hes client

LHC grants bail to Sharifs"alleged
frontman Mushtaq Chene

extended complete cooperation with the Mational
Accountability Bureau (NAB) authonties during the
investigation bui was sent 1o jail on judicial remand.

The counsel contended that his chent was not
required by the burcau for investigation any longer,
therefore, he could be released from jail. He
pleaded with the court to grant bail to his clicnt
whicreas he was ready to furnish any sort of surety
for the purpose. Besides submitting a reply, the
MAB prosecutor stated that the accused disclosed
true facts during the mvestigation and admitted that
he facilitated money laundenng worth Rs603 mil-
Iron for Salman Shehbaz due to business fraternity
terms and politscal stature of the Shanf family.

The prosccutor emphasised that the NAB
chairman had aceepted his applicaton for pardon
while submitting that if the burcau did not have any
objection, the accused be released on bail i accor-
dance with the law.

LAHORE

STAFF REPORT

An accountability court on Thursday approved a
14-day extcnsion mn the judicial remand of Pakistan
Muslim League-Mawaz { PML-N) leaders Khawaja
Saad Rafique and Khawaja Salman Rafique in the
ongomg Paragon Housing Society scam,
Accountability Judge Jawadul Hasan ordered
for the accused to be presented in court agam on
July 11. On June I8, the Lahore High Court (LHC)
dismussed a bail petition filed by Saad Rafique. The
Khawaa brothers were armested by the National Ac-
countability Burcau (NAB) from court premises on
December 11 when the LHC rejected thew request
for an extension in their pre-arrest bail m the case.

Judicial remand of Khawaja brothers extended till July 11

Since then, their remand has been ex-
tended multiple times.

MNAB says that Saad, in conmvance with his
wifie (ihazala Buit, brother Salman, Qaiser Amin
Buit and Nadeem Zia, started a housing project
named “Awr Avenue”, which was later renamed
“Paragon City Limited’.

The accountability watchdog maintains that
the housing scheme was set up illegally and the
Rafique brothers, in connivance with Nadeem
Zia and Qaiser Amin Butt, defranded a large
number of buyers. The bureau further claims that
Saad got 40 kanals of land registered agamst his
brother’s name, extended the project illegally,
and benefitted by selling commercial plots
amounting billions of rupees.

Shehbaz Bllawal
meet Ghani, extend
support for Afghan
peace process

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPORT

Pakistan Mushm League-Nawaz (PML-N) Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif and Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardan separately
called on Afghan President Ashraf (Ghani and ex-
pressed their support for the peace process in the
country, During the meetings, the two leaders of
the opposition and ther delegations welcomed
President (Ghani over his arnval in Pakistan, They
also discussed matters of mutual interest during the
meetings. Ghant also condoled the death of ousted
primc mimister Nawaz Sharifs wife Begum Kul-
soom Nawaz with Shehbaz Shanf, Earlier, the
Afghan prestdent landed in Islamabad on a two-day
offical visit to Pakistan on Prime Minister s Imran
Khan mvitation. Adviser on Commerce Abdul
Razak Dawood and other officials received Gham
at Nur Khan airbase.

Opposing debt commission
an excuse to evade
accountability: Firdous

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan
on Thursday criticised the joint declaration of the
opposition — which gathered a day earlier ona
multiparty moot to devise a joint strategy against
the government — for opposing the recently-
formed mguiry commission to probe the utiliza-
tion of foreign debts in the past decade. *This is
an excuse to evade accountability... They want to
conceal the reality of the debt [taken in previous
tenures of the PPP and the PML-N],” she wrote
on her Twitter account. She said, while referring
to the opposition parties, that they did not want
national development instead they sought per-
sonal development. Awan said that rejecting the
National Development Council (NDC) was
equivalent to hindering the state’s development
and prosperity. Recently, Prime Minister Imran
Khan announced to form the commission to
probe how forcign debis swelled to Rs24,000 bal-
lion in the last decade.

The Islamabad High Court (IHC) ex-
pressed displeasure at the delay in the
preparation of a case book of Al-Azria
reference i which former premier
Nawaz Sharnf was implicated and 15
currently serving a jail sentence.
Whale heanng appeals, a two-mem-
ber beneh of the high court questioncd
why there was adelay in the preparation
of the case book. The bench also ob-
served the difficulty of hearing appeals
m the absence of proper doct on.  had

relevant detmls, however, some docu-
ments were cither missang or ther order
was not correct in the case book.

To this, Justice Amir said that
the registrar office should be kept
in the loop to avond asking it for
changes later. The judge also said
that more than 20,000 pages have
already been copied.

The bench also asked the NAB
prosecutor whether the anti-graft body
led do

to the registrar

MNawaz's counsel K hawa) Hans said
that a chart had been prepared with the

office. Upon receiving an answer in the
affirmative, Justice Amir asked why

+ cm K

MNAB wanted additional documenis to
be included in the case book. The NAB
prosccutor said that some documents
were stale and the anti-grafi body had
submitted better copies.

Raising an objection 10 NAB pros-
ccutor's statement, Nawaz's counscl
saud that these documents were not pre-
sented during the trial and if they are
being added to the case book, he should
be informed beforchand,

Owver this, Justice Amur said that the
court will make a schedule for hearmg
the appeals and the casc parties must

Delay in Al-Azizia case book preparation irks IHC

state how much time they require. Hans
told the court that 1t would be informed
of the situation soon.

The court then directed the reg-
istrar office to expedite the task
while avoiding the addition of irrel-
evant documents and adjourned the
hearing until September.

Mawaz had challenged the account-
ability court’s verdict in the Al-Azxizia
case in a petition filed with THC while
the anti-graft body had requesied the
court to extend the punishment of the
former premicr. NEWS DESK
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Parents of HIV
children want
commitments to he
honoured

RATODERO

WEATHER UPDATES
FRIDAY A

f
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The government has so far faled o
establish treatment centers for children in
Ratndero due to which HIV positive
siblings are losing their lives and laps are
being emptied gradually.

This was stated by Asadullah Soomro, uncle
of HIV positive little girl, Alsha Soomro,
whio expired here yesterday, while talking to
newsmen on Thursday. He sasd: “Our
famuly has four affected HIV children out of
whom two are minc and two are of my
brother's. He said whenever they visited
ART Center in Larkana for getting
medicmes in thes scorching heatwave, they
were abways given two syrups and vitamin
tablets and nothing else due to which Alisha
expired and other children were also
indisposed. He said of proper treatment &
drugs been given to Alisha, her lifi could
have been saved, He said they both brothers
were labourers and were earming daily to
support their families. He said under these
circumsiances, how was it possible for them
10 take their chaldren to Larkana and came
back without getting any drugs which
costed them more on travelling to & fro due
o which their both familics were suffering
and facing severs hardships in this price
hike era, He saud: “Being parents, we cannot
=ce our chaldren dying before our eyes. Tall
claims were made by the rubers who visned
our town that all the HIV positive chaldren
and adults will be provided requared
treatment, drugs and laboratory facilities at
their doorsteps, but nothing had been done
as yet which had resulted m loss of precious
human lives whose fault 1s none.™ “We
cannot afford private medical treatment
which 1s very costly. HIV positive children
are also suffenng from other co-infections
treatmeent of which is also essential.” He
appealed to PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan and Farval Talpur, who have been
elected from this constiiuency as MNA &
MPA respective, to immediateby fulfill
their commitments, arrange establishment
of treatment center, laboratory

ensure availability of all required
medicines so that lives of iInnocent little
children could be saved.

Police arrest two
‘terrorists’ involved
in murder of cops

KARACHI

KARACHI

STAFF REFORT

The Simndh High Court {(SHC) on
Thursday sought rephies from De-
fence Sccretary and Home Sccretany
of Smdh pertaining to the missing of
over 30 citizens.

A two-member bench of SHC,
comprising Justice Hassan Azhar
Rizvi, heard the pleas seckung re-
covery of over 50 missing persons.
The bench also sought a reply
from Federal Investigation Agency
(FLA) wrthan 135 days regarding the
disappearance of Pakistani-Cana-

STAFF REPDRT

Police claimed to have arrested two
terrorests involved m killing of bvo
policemen m Kamachi’s Mominabad area on
June 17, Police have arrested two
accomplices of terronsts, Zahid Mala and
Rashid involved in the killing of constable,
Allzh Ditta and Ahmed Ah. Police also
recovered weapons and a motorbike for
their possession. Further probe 13 underway,

dian citizen.

A wafc of missing citizen stated
before the bench while crying that
her hushand had been missing since
last =i years, bt there was no clue
vet to s whercabouts, "My little
children have grown up, but their fa-
ther 15 still missing. He was taken
away by unknown persons in a dou-
ble cabin vehicle,” she stated.

The bench remarked that police

A

SATURDAY 4

SHC ORDERS LEAS TO
ENSURE REGOVERY OF
MISSING PERSONS

repeatedly called the families of
mussing persons, but they never con-
ducted imvestigation on other side.
"Why Rangers did not conduct an
inguiry against those who pick up
the people publically?™ the bench
questioned.

Justice asked the Rangers pros-
ecutor that where did they keep peo-
ple for investigation” On which, he
replied, rangers kept people in their
custody for 90 days for mvestiga-
trom, but now they did not have such
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powers, He stated that after investi-
zatmg, they either release persons or
hand over them to police.

"Missing persons are not under
the custody of Rangers,” he told the

MONDAY A
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Gold smuggling
hid foiled at Karachi
airport

KARACHI

bench. The bench remarked that
families of missing persons were

STAFF REFDRT

passing throwgh tough tme, but the
pelice became bound m Joint Inves-
ugation Teams (JITs). The court di-
rected the police and other law
enforcement agencics o cnsure the
recovery of missing persons.

Customs officials on Thursday claimed to
have foled a gold smuggling bid from
Karachi International Airport.

According to Customs Collector Feroz
Alam, a team of Pakistan Customs was
checking the luggage of a family, who was
travelling to Dubar from Karachs airport
during the search the officials recovered
meore than fourkilogram gold.

The Customs Collector said “The famaly
clamed that ¢ were asked to smuggle
zold abroad by some jewellery tyooon.™
The famuly 15 the resident of the Azizabad
arca of Karachi. “Foreign currency worth
more than Rs20 million has been seized
during the last two months,” Feroz stated.
The man his wife and dauwshter were trying
to transport the gold secretly. The officials
hawve registered a case against the suspects

and started further investigation.

Karachi War Cemetery: A memorial to fallen soldiers of World War

AGENCIES

Sitting under a hignum tree o avold the
midday brodling sun, Saced Bagn told the
history of the Karachi War Cemetery.

A few meters away, a gardener was
busy watering the small trees and plants
alongside the shallow graves aligned in
long rows. Another was engaged in pick-
ing up fallen leaves from neatly levelled
grassy ground.

“Their name liveth for evermore™
reads a wall at the cemetery s entrance.
A huge white cross stands in the middle
of the grounds which bifurcates the
rows. All the headstones are of equal
size and white.

Unhke other architectural sites in the
country s commercial capital which are
fast losing their shine not only through
the ravages of time but also due to the
neglect of their supposed benefactors and
greed of land grabbers, this historse place
15 wiell protected and well mamtained.

Located in the ety s eastern district
and surrounded by military installations,
the cemetery houses over 600 graves of

fallen soldiers, mostly from the United
Kingdom, who fought in World War 11

Apart from the graves, the cemetery
also contains three monuments to com-
memorate the more than 25,000 service-
men of the forces of united India who
died during the war and 568 men who
served the Allied forces in garmsons and
dicd in different arcas (now called Pak-
1stan) durng Waorld War L

The cemetery 15 maintained by the
V.K.-based Commonwealth War Graves
Commussion (CWGCY, which also takes
«care of scores of war cemeterics across the
globe. The first grave a visitor encounters
15 that of Major K_B. Dawson from the 3rd
Gurkha Rifles Regiment, who died on
Dec 13, 1943 at the age of 29,

The region, now known as Palastan,
did not bear the direct brunt of the war,
lbut its indirect involvement was huge. It
had been declared a non-operational
zone. “Thousands of mjured soldiers
were brought to Karachi dunng World
‘War 11, which housed one of the largest
camp hospitals in undivided India,™
Bagri, who heads the CWGC s Palastan,

Asia Pacific and Africa section, told
Anadolu Agency. “Those who died dur-
ing the cowrse of treatment were buried in
a ncarby open field.™

Following the end of World War 11,
he added, the CWGC, in line with other
paris of the world, started building this
cemetery, which was inaugurated by Pak-
istani President Iskander Mirzain 1951,

In addition to Karachi, the CWGC
mamtains a relatively smaller cemetery in
the gamison city of Rawalpimnd:.

The commission has also identified
51 “abandoncd sites™ m northeastern Pun-
jab province and northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province which house the
graves of men who died during the two
great wars, “This 15 our policy that when-
ever it is possible, we will mamntain these
sites as well,” Bagri sand.
RELIGIOUS MVERSITY: According
to a plaque inscription, the Karachs ceme-
tery houses 642 graves, including 523
Brnush soldicrs, and 109 men from wndi-
wided India. All those buried in the ceme-
tery were non-Muslims, as the Muslim
soldiers were lmd to rest in their own bur-
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ial ground.

“Most of the buried here were Chnis-
tians. That's why vou see a cross [erected |
here”, Bagri said. “They also inchuded
Sikhs, Parsis and even Jews.™

“There are the graves of six Jewish
soldiers,™ Bagn, who has been wath the
CWGE since 1983, said while pointing
towards a section. A record book placed
at the entrance, however, contains the
mames of all the soldiers who died in the
line of duty, includmg Muslims.

Bagri, who succceded his father, who
had served as the chief carctaker of the
war cemeteries in the region from 1967
to 1983, recalled some myths about the
graveyard in a lighter vein

*There had been several myths about
this graveyard mvolving ghosts and vam-
pires until the 1990s. “I've been living
here for the last five decades. There was
mothing like that, Myths ane just myths,™
he said with a smule.

TREASURE: Apart from locals, the rel-
atives and family members of the bured
men also visi the cemetery.

Before the Sept 11, 2001 terrorist at-

tacks in the United States, Bagn sand that
not only family members but also for-
eigners would visit the site in large num-
bers, but their numbers had signaficanthy
declined in recent years due to security
reasons. Anf Hassan, a Karachi-based ar-
chriect, saud the cemetery 15 an imporiant
part of Karachis history.

“Karachi played an important role in
the two world wars as it served as a key
supply route to the Eastern Front,” Has-
san told Anadolu Agency.

“This war memonial sheds hight on
how and when Karachi was mul itarsed by
the British empire and what role this city
played in the two world wars.™

Bagn treats the site a5 more than a
graveyard, “In the middle of the city, a
well-protected Chnstian cemetery reflects
the religious harmony in Pakistam socik-
ety,” he aid.

“1 being a Muslim take it as an hon-
our to look after this cemetery, which is
an important part of the history of our re-
gion. “I"'m gomng to retire i the next few
months, I will cherish my association
with this site for the rest of my life.”
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GOUT TAKING MEASURES TO PROVIDE
ELIEF TO PEOPLE, SAYS BUZDAR

LAHORE

STAFF REPORT

UMNIAB Chief Mimister Sardar

Usman Buzdar on Thursday said

that the government 1s taking all

possible measures to provide re-

lief to common man and no ei-
forts will spared in this regard.

He said this while talking 1w lawmak-
ers of Punjab Assembly who called on
him in Lahore on Thursday.

The chief minister said that undue m-

ments

pus of

crease in the prices of essential
items will not be tolerated and
the admimistration should ini-
tiate action against the ele-
responsible  for
creating,  artificial price-
hike. He said that a Cam-
King Edward
Medical University will be
set up in Munidke,

CM Buzdar also an-
nounced to restore 257 non-
functional water supply schemes

i Lahore division and other parts
of the province and informed

posed before the people.

of the
that funds have already been
allocated for that purpose.
Meanwhile, in a statement
issued  scparatcly, the
chief mimster said that the
opposition should shun
negative politics as its All
Partres Conference {APC)  for th
“drama™ had been badby ex- “C
rupt ¢
He said that 220 million peo-

ple had rejected undemocratic behaviour

fully understand that the nation 15 backing
the ongoing accountability drive,

“Prime Mimister Imran Khan is
waging war against corruption while
the opposition 15 busy in saving their
ill-gotten money,” he said, adding
the fate of APC is written on the wall

istan,” he concluded.

iion and the cormupt should

that

c DPPCISIIJOIL
Inly sirict accountability of the cor-
an pave way for a prosperous Pak-

IGP assures security of
Chinese nationals working
on CPEC projects

LAHORE

STAFF REFOAT

Inspector General Police Punjab Captain (r) Anf
Nawaz Khan said that fool proof security of Chinese
professionals who are working on different projects of
CPEC across provinee is the priority of Punjab Police
whereas professwnally trained force equipped wath lat-
est equipment, Special Protection Unit (SPLU) s work-
ing hard for it. He further said that in addition to DIG
SPU, DPO,s of relevant districts also regularly visiting
the sites to review the sccunty amangements and this
force is provided with fast-moving vehicles, bullet-
proot pckets, helmets and other modem equipment so
that they can perform their official duties efficienty.
He expressed these views duning a meeting with Chi-
nese Consul General Long Dingbin at Central Police
Office on Thursday. During the mecting, matters of
mutual interest along with security of Chinese citizens
were discussed Addl 1G Operations Inam Ghane was
also present at this occasion,

Could certain gut
hacteria protect
against food allergy?

ISLAMABAD
ONLINE

New rescarch reinforees the idea that the absence of
certain hactena in the gut can cause food allergy, a
condrtion that affects millions of people. The study
also suggests that replenishing key gut bactena could
offer a way to treat fod allergy. Scicntisis at Boston
Children's Hospital and Brigham and Women's Hospi-
tal, also in Boston, MA, found that babies and children
with food allergies are missing certam species of gut
bactena. When the team gave the missing bactera to
mice, the microbes protected the anmals from food al-
lergies. The rescarchers also the mouse cell
and bacteria interactions behind the protective effect.
They describe their findings in a recent Nature Medi-
cine paper. Previous studies have reached similar con-
clusions about the Imnks between gut bactena and food
allergy. However, they did not conduct detaded analy-
ses of the interactions at the cellular level. "We identi-
fied culturable human-orizin bacteria that modulate the
immune system io become tolerant to food allergens,”
says co-senior study author Dr. Lynn Bry, director of
the Massachusetts Host-Mcrobiome Center at
Brgham and Women's Hospital. The findings point to
a new way to treat food allergy that uses beneficial
bactena to alter the wiring of the immune system.
Rather than targeting any particular food allergen, this
method could potentially treat all food allergies inone
go. Such an approach is very differcnt than oral im-
munotherapy, inwhich the mim is to rase the threshold
of allergic response through tiny, increasing exposures
to the relevant food allergen, "This represcnts a sca
change in our approach to therapeutics for tood aller-
gies,” Dir. Bry adds,

Sikh yatrees arrive for Ranjeet
Singh'’s 180th death anniversary

Around 500 Inden Sikh yatrees ar-
nved at Wahga railway station on
Thursday by a special frain to ob-
serve the 180th death anmiversary
of Maharaja Ranject Smgh.
Evacuce Trust Property Board
{BTPB) Chairman Dr Amer
Ahmad, Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (PSGPC)
Pardhan Sardar Tara Singh and

other board officials received them

warmly at the railway station.
Talking to the media after reach-
mg Gurdwara Dera Sahib Lahore,
group leader Sardar Rindheer Smgh
said that they were thankful to the
government of Pakistan for provid-
mg them maximum number of visas.
Orther Sikh leaders sad that both
countries Pakistan and India should
make policies which would help es-
tablish peace and bring prospenty in
the region. "Pakistan s sacred for us

and we love it and we come here
with a message of peace and broth-
erhood,” the Sikh leaders sand. Sar-
dar Tara Singh welcomed the yatrecs:
and saud that the ETPB made the best
arrangements fior the visitors.

The central ceremomny of an-
miversary of Maharaja Ramjeet Singh
will be held at Gurdwara Dera Sahub
Lahore on June 29 in which hun-
dreds of Sikh yatrees from all over
the world mcluding India and local
Sikhs wall participate.

Fighting obesity
withasingle
cup of coffee

ISLAMABAD

ONLINE

Soientists say they have conducted
‘the first study in humans to show
that something like a cup of coffec
can have a direct effect on our
browmn fat functions.’ A simple cup
of coffee may hold the key to tack-
ling obesity and dmbetes, suggests
new rescarch. Brown fat — which
people sometimes refer 1o as
"sood” fat— helps the body turn
nuirients indo energy and generate
heat Uinlike brown fat, another
type of fat that scientists call white
or yellow fat resulis from the ex-
cessive storage of calones.
Whercas medical expens assocate
white fat with obesity and meta-
bolic disorders such as diabetes,
brown fat may help people stay
lean and maintain a healthy body
weight. Some researchers have sug-
gested that prompting the body to
turn white fat into brown fat could
be a successful way to fight obesity,
and studies have focused on spe-
cific pathways that could facilitate
this fat burning process. Brown fat
metabolizes food into encrgy by
activating the so—called uncoupling
protem | (UCP1), which cxasts in
the mitochondna of brown adipose
tissue. Previous studies have
linked caffeine consumption with
weight loss and higher encrgy ex-
penditure. However, scientists had
not yet studied the link between
coffee and UCP] activation, so a
team of researchers from the Uni-
versity of Nothngham, United
Kingdom, set out to look mto this
area. Professor Michael Symonds,
from the School of Medicine at the
University of Mottingham, is one
of the corresponding and lead au-
thors of the study, which appears
in the journal Scientific Reports.
How 1 cup of coffee affects brown
fat Prof. Symonds and team car-
ried out both in vitro and in vivo
cxperiments to see the effect of
caffeine on brown fat heat genera-
tson, or thermogenesis. First, they
exposed fat-storing cells, or
adipocytes — that they denved
from stem cclls — to caffeme. They
noticed that caffeine exposure
raised levels of UCPT and boosted
the cells’ metabolism.

Governor assures implementation of minority rights

LAHORE
STAFF REPORT

Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muham-
mad Sarwar met a minonty delega-
tion here on Thursday and assured
that he would take personal imnterest
1o make rules of business of the
Hindu Mammage Act 2017 imple-
mented in the province.

The MNational Lobbying Dielcga-
ton for Minerity Rights, a group
composed of several minority mem-
bers, had a meeting with Sarwar at
the Governor House and presenied
their demands on their personal laws.

The Hindu Marmage Act was
enacted in 2017 but since then there
were no rules of business made and
implemented which is why the Act
was still not in force,

The community never had any
laws to the governor their marriage
and other family laws. Through the
Act 1s legislated in 2017, but due to
lack of rule of business, thev are
still dysfunctional.

The Delegation also presented
a request for amendment in Chns-
tian Divorce Act 1869 and Chris-
tian Divorce Act 1872, These laws
have never been amended since

their enactment during British rule.
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
has several times assured the Chris-
tian community that their personal
laws wall be overhauled.

Since the promulgation of the
I8th Constriiutional Amendment,
religious minorities have become a
minority subject.

Under Article 144 of Constitu-
tion, however, a provincial assem-
bly can 55 a resolution o
delegate powers to the federation
to legislate on such provincial mat-
ters. Chaudhary Sarwar assured the
Delegation that he would person-

ally interest to have a resolution
passed by the Punjab Assembly in
favor of amendments in the Chris-
tian personal laws.

The Delegation was comprised
of Hyderabad based lawyer M.
Parkash Mehtami, rights actrvist Kr-
ishan Sharma from Mithi, legal ex-
pert Prrbhu Satyani, Dr. Ashothama
Lohano from Badin, rights activist
Haroon Sarab Dayval from Pe-
shawar, Kmnard College University
lecturer Ayra  Indervas, nghts
lawyer Atif Jameel and politician
Habkook Gull from Faisalabad and
Lahore-based journalist Asif Ageel,

Scientists track Parkinson's journey from gut to brain in mice

ISLAMARAD

ONLINE

The theory that Parkinson's disease
can start i the gut has gained fur-
ther support in a recent study m
mice. Scientists prompied toxic pro-
tein to form in the gut and tracked
each step of its journey to the bram
via the vagus nerve,

A new mouse model offers pre-
cious insights into how Parkinson's
affects the bram. Rescarchers at the

Johns Hopkins University School of

Medicine, in Baltimore, MDD, con-
ducted their investigation in a new
mouse model of Parkinson's discase.

The new model replicates a
number of carly and late signs and
symptoms of Parkinson's discase, n-
cluding some that are not mowve-
ment-related. The team found that
they could get the mice to develop
these features by imecting their guts
with "preformed fibrils” of alpha-
synuclein, the protein that forms
toxie clumps in the brains of people
with Parkinson's discase.

A paper that appears in the jour-
nal Mewron describes the mouse
maodel and the study findings.

"Since this model starts in the
gut,” =ays co-semior study author Ted
M. Dawson, who 15 & professor of
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neurology at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity School of Medicine, "one can
use it [to] study the full spectrom and

time course of the pathogenesis of

Parkinson's disease.”

He explains that such a model
could allow researchers to test ways
to halt Parkinson's at diffcrent
stages, from before sympioms
emerge to  full-blown disease.
Parkinson’s, the gut, and alpha-
synuclemn Parkinson’s 15 a discase
that progressively destroys bram tis-
sue. It kills bramn cells that make a
chemical MESsenger called
dopamine that helps with motor
function, or mevement control.

A hallmark of Parkinson's
disease is the clumping of badly-
folded wersions of alpha-synu-
clein protein in the affected
regions of the brain. Pathologists
have observed these clumps in
post-mortem brain exams of peo-
ple with Parkinson’s discase.

The main motor symptoms of
Parkinzon's disease include mowe-
ment that = slow, stiffness, ngidity,
tremor, and balance problems. Diffi-
cultics with swallowing and speak-
ing can also oecur.

Symptoms  unrelated to
motor function can alse arise in
Parkinson's discase,
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WHY WAR WITH IRAN ISN'T IN THE UNITED STRTES' INTERESTS

GEDFULIILAL HUIUHES

XAKWDER SNYDER

HE US-Iran standoff confinues to cvolve

queckly, yet the blow-by-blow commentary

covering tanker attacks, a downed drone,

and reversed orders for amstrikes from the:

White House fails to consider the strategic
logic behind an intervention, if in fact the Trump ad-
ministration decides to intervene. With that in mind,
1t"s worth taking 8 moment o imagine what a war
between the two would actually look like.

By now, the 1.5 should have learned a thing or
two from the Victnam and Iraq wars. Distant foreign
conflicts are difficult to win without a well-defined
case for what success looks like and an overwhelm-
ing milritary commitment, the kind the Amencan
public 15 usually unwilling to provide unless faced
with a massive and immediate threat. Small-scale en-
gagements accomplish little and are instead more
likely to evolve into larger conflicts, Installmg for-
cign governments in the American image s more dif-
ficult, costly, tme-consuming and even deadly than
leaders are likely to claim, Backing a local proxy is
aften unpalatable for the couniry’s sensc of cthics,

but U.S. adversanes often have no such qualms.
‘Those proscies are often an meffective substitute for
a LS. milary presence when it comes to purswing
L5, objectives. And without a substantial, long-term
commitment of LIS, forces, such wars are more
likely to open a power vacuum when the U5, wath-
draws. The result: a collapsed government, an inva-
sion by a neighbor, a revolution that creates new and
unceriain structures — or some combination of these.
In fact, the LS. has had few true victories in the wars
it has fought since World War 1L

Conseder the LS. government's options, then,
for a war with fran. If the US. chooses a kinctic re-
sponse, the first and most likely option would be a
limited strike, similar in scale to or perhaps some-
what greater than the stnkes on Syra that the Trump
admimstration ordered on Syna in April 2017 and
2018. But Iran 15 mot Syna. Iran has a sophisticated
air defense nfrastructure and plenty of air denial ca-
pability, increasing the chance of U.5. casualties.
Further, a limited air strike probably wouldn™t ac-
comphish anything meaningful. It might take out a
handful of radar and air defense installations, sending
a political signal but affecting in no real way the
sirategic reality on the ground. The only ime LIS
air power alone has significantly shifted the reality
on the ground was in Kosovo, but Iran today is far
more powerful than Serbea in 19949,

Instead, a limited strike has a good chance of
working against 'S mierests. Iran’s economy 15 hurt-
ing, and its saciety appears more divided as citizens
contmue to grow frustrated with the povernment. The
1.5, has deployed sanctions as a strategy to hobble
the cconomy enough to create social pressure on
Tehran, forcing the government to spend less on s
defenses and its fundmg of militias in Syria and Irag.
And =so far, they've been effective. 1f the U5, sus-
tamed this tactic, over time Iran’s domestic situation

wiould worsen, and its citizenty would be more likely
to blame nis leadership for their problems. And that
would likely intensify the divisions within the gov-
ermnment that are already emerzing, resulting meither
a more Western-friendly government or one domi-
nated by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Even hmited 1.5, airstrikes, however, would in-
crease the probabiliny of the IRGC consolidating
power. Where sanctions may help create division, an
attack would umte Iran’s hard-liners and reformers
agmnst the LS. That unity would likely occur under
the acgis of the hard-liners who have been waming
all along that this day would come if Iran were fool-
ish enough to trust the ULS. As the most powerful en-
tity in the county, the TRGC would probably take
over, and do so with popular support.

{iround force 15 a less hkely choice for the 1.5,
even with limited objectives (like eliminating spe-
cific military equipment of secunng passage through
the Strait of Hormuz). But it would be more likely to
achieve what the U.S. really wants: for Iran to recall
its foreign militias so that they wall defend the home
front. But when a military force 15 rapidly removed
without a replacement ready to take its place, it cre-
ates a power vacuum and, therefore, an opporiunity
for others to fill the void. In this case — the Islamic
State and other jhadist groups. Timing matters too,
The pace at which Iran withdraws its militias from
Syna and Irag, states that arc already precanously
fragile, will create an outsized risk to violently alter
the regional halance of power.

If the Islamic State moves back into the space
vacated by Iran, it would be the 1.5, that would have
to again deal wath this problem, which would require
reoccupying parts of Iraq while fighting Iran. That,
in turn, would likely entail support from Synan and
Iraqu Kurdish forces, which would again put pressure
on UL5.-Turkey relabions. But the Syrian Kurds may

mot see a long-term alliance with the 1.5, as i its
best interest after the U8, threatened o leave them
high and dry in December 2018, They could imstead
sock owt a political resolution with Damascus,
backed by Russia, that would protect them from
Turkey. It's possible that if the Islamic State re-
emcrged, Russia could step in to back Kurdish
eroups such as the Syran Democratic Foroes o fight
back. But that would mean the 1 would be de-
pending on Russian assistance 1o cover 1is western
flank, and in exchange for such cooperation Russia
would likely demand 11.5. concessions in places like
Ukraine. In short, going all-in with Iran would re-
quire erther a large-scale occupation or depend-
ence on Russia in Syria and Iraq to prevent the
Islamic State from coming back. Nesther of those are
appealing options for Washngton.

If #t's regime change that the 105, is after m Iran,
the risks are evengreater. The fallout would look much
like that of the second Iraq war, but on a far greater
scale. Installing a pro-American regime snt easy, but
it can casily ful. The 1S, would have o commt to an
indefinite occupation of lran or agam risk the emer-
zenee of a power vacuum. And g would stll have to
deal with the rest of the Middle East. In the best-case
scenanio, the 11,5, would mstall a new head of govern-
ment while facing a lengthy nsurgency, which would
likely include the vestiges of the IRGC and its heavy
weaponry. After a long, costly occupation, the 1S,
would wrthdraw, leaving Iran’s leaders 1o face opposi-
tion on their own. The half-life of 11,5, -installed leaders
in the Middle Ezst is not long — just ask the shah of Iran,

Whether limited airstrikes or a full-scale inva-
swon, & 1S, military confrontation with Iran would
create more problems for the 1.5, than it solves. As
barbs are traded on the iternational stage, it's these
kinds of strategic considerations that Washington
will need to consider before going to war,

Look beyond radicalisation

MUSLIMS ARE CREATIVELY USING THE WEB TO"
ALLOW THEIR FAITH TO FLOURISH

For a more peaceful vision of
the future, look to the Olympics

Throwghout its history, the Olympics has

NEW STATESMAN

SARAH MARAVIS

The culture of the internet and the
world of devout religious faith are
two areas that, for outsiders, can be
immediately challenging — they are
rifie with lingo, rituals and historically
layered mtes of passage. In his debut
book Follow Me, Akhiz The Online
World of British Mushms, the jour-
nalist Hussein Kesvani attempis to
unpeck these two culbtures and their in-
ilersection.

The book has been billed as ex-
plaining how radicalisation happens
i onlime Muslim communities; the
title and introduction both draw on a
message Kesvam recenved encourag-
ing him to leave his Western life o
joim Islamac State. However, Kesvani
spends far more time discussing how
radical spaces can be reclaimed from
extremism and the ways in which
Brtish Muslhims {2 majority of whom
are below the age of 23) are creatively
using the internet 10 drive people to
their farth. Tales of meme communi-
ties, Muslim Tinder, Islamic Instapo-
cts and Muslim gamers are just a
handful of the colourful stories told in
Follow Me, Akhi,

Particularly compelling is the way
that Kesvani portrays Islam’s biggest
online haters, humanising the people
behind the social media accounts that
post dehumanising messages about
Muslims. In & section on Islamapho-
bia and the alt-nght, Kesvani visis
the home of one of these anomymous
Twitter users, Phul, who had spent
months harassing Kesvam with hate
speech on the platform. Kesvani
paints the picture of a sad man, living
n untady accommodation, recenthy di-
vorced. 1i's a bracing glimpse of the
real lives that lurk behind the abusive
accounts we scc online,

Though Kesvani s welcomed
warmly into Phil’s home, his host 1s
unapologetic and unrcpentant about
his behaviour. Reminding the reader
that Phul is still sending hundreds of
messages of hate speech every

month, Kesvani ends the section with
Phul’s response to a tweet from Sadig
Khan announcing plans to tackle
hate cnme in London: *'1"ve got a
meme fior this,” Phil snigzered, show-
g me a picture of a poorly drawn
caricature of Khan's hecad wans-
planted on to the body of a mg, the
Arabic word haram written on its
zide, “Mavor Khan wants to ban this,”
Phul tweeted, *“Would be a shame of 5t
2ol retweeted. ™

Through such storics Kesvani
makes it clear that the online world of
Muslims is not only a place of com-
mumity but also of constani abusc
from radicalised white people.

The book encourages us to think
about the impact of the internet not
merely in commercial and genera-
tional terms. It can also encourage
faith to flounish, Kesvani shows how
YouTube and [nstagram have helped
Muslims become closer to their reli-
mon: the ability to access more teach-
ings and a greater number of imams
has made Islam more relatable than
traditronal mosque environments. He
mireduces us to Faccbook groups and
eamer forums that have created safi
spaces for LGBT+ and black Mus-
lims. And he explams how Tumblr
has become a haven for Muslim
women to  practice
thewr faith with femi-
mism, meeting like-
minded women online
and even finding ways
o get an abortion.

Howewver, Follow
Me, Ak doesn’t shy
away from the tougher
truths of online Mus-
lim spaces. It descnibes
how social meda can
lbe used for Muslim m-
fighting {onc case led
to the death of a cor-
mershop  owner  in
ilasgow]), for aggres-
sively  conservative
Muslims to grow their
platform, and for
shaming voung Mus-
lim women and radi-
calising young mecn.
{Kesvam's would-be
recruiter had a corpo-
rate job in the City of
London and found no

meaning in has life, until he decided 1o
take up arms and fight for Islamic
State.) Kesvani writes that many Mus-
lims say they don’t want to “amr their
dirty laundry”, fearng they may add
to the bad reputaison that Islam gets in
the West. But he handles these 1ssues
delicately and artfully, demonstrating
that, despite the actions of a few mis-
guided people, British Mushms are in
the main using the iniemet to create a
safer world for themselves.

Occasionally the wrniting and ed-
iting make the book a Iittle bit hard o
follow: keeping track of Arabic terms
for religious rituals and the various
names of online spaces can prove dif-
ficult. Overall, though, Follow Me,
Akhi i deeply researched, surpnising
and considerate. It portrays the online
world of British Muslims as diverse,
rich and fraught — but above all clse
mnovative, exciting and crimanally
under-reported.

Fallow Me, Akhi: The Onfine
Warld of British Muslims by Hussein
Kesvami, ¢ Huwrst & Co, 20pp,
£12.99,
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HENRY KISSINGER

Humanity has never lived under a single uni-
fied world order. When it has been main-
tained at all, order has been achieved only
within the shifting bounds of limited regions,
and cven then there have been inevitable ten-
s1ons and clashes.

But one bright spot in global relations
has cndured for more than a ceniury: the
Olympec Games. Under the suspices of the
(sames, the natrons of the world come to-
gether despite the diffierences m culture and
history that define their diverse systems. In
the peaceful competition of the Olympics,
the achievement of onc nation encourages
the efforts of others, spurring all to new
heights in human excellence.

When Baron Fierre de Coubertin, a
French educator and historian, revived the
ancient Olympic tradition in 1894, hus polit-
ical world was dominated by suspicion. The
map of Europe had been redrawn and psy-
chological adjustments to the change were
still underway. Imperial ambitions were
causing dislocation and conflict around the
world, and stabilty on the contment, though
attamned for the time bemng, felt — and was
— impermanent. But De Coubertin managed
to transcend thes historical moment with a vi-
ston of amity and trust, inspired by a ntual
originating from ancient Greece, a place and
time still more turbulent than his own,

That anmmating spant of international con-
fidence has proved capabie of withstanding pe-
riods of social division, political exhaustion,
and total upheaval. Thas year, we celebrate the
125th anniversary of the International Olympic
Commitice and the 2 5th anniversary of the first
Umited Nations’ Olympie Truce, an intema-
tional resolution of armistice that reiierates our
common commitment io the (Games” ongmal
purpose: “peace through sport.™ 1 have now
lived through 46 Olympic Games, many of
which I have had the privilege of attending
in persan, | have shared the pleasure with my
children and grandchildren. Each steratson of
the Games over the years has had 15 own sig-
nificance, informed by the challenges and the
triumphs of the contemporary moment.

demonstrated its ability to promote human
understanding even where political agree-
ment has proved elusive. There have been
many instances in which the (GGames exer-
cised this capacity, perhaps the most extraor-
dinary of which were the eight years from
1956 to 1964, in which East and West Ceer-
mans competed as a single tcam cven as the
Cold War reached 1ts climax and the world
was brought to the brink of nuclear war.

The Games have also served as a show-
casc of global progress toward De Couberim’s
initial am of comity between peoples. The
Opening ceremony of the 1992 Games was
one such oceasion. On the stadium floor in
Barcelona that July mght, newly independent
nations of Central Europe made their proud
Olympic debut. The Germarns again entered
under one flag. South Africa, emerging from
the darkness of apartheid, returned to the
Games after a three-decade absence. The
most recent example was the joint march of
the teams of the two Koreas at the opening
ceremony of the Winter Games m 20135,

At times, the Olympics have been
marred by vislence, from the murder of Is-
racli athletes to the transformation, post-
Oilympies, of Sarajevo’s venues into killing
ficlds during the Bosmian War. But the
world’s checkered history docs not preclude
its improvement, nor does it detract from the
mnherent value of the Olympic spirit.

The Olympic Games offer a ghmpse of
a wider truth: The presence of competition
does not necessitate the advent of conflict.
The GGames demonstrate our shared capacity
to make commonality, and not difference,
and, in 50 domg, opens the possibility of
compartmentalizing ouwr nattonal and re-
monal interests, contending with each other
in one area while collaborating in another.

OF course, the Games alone cannot pre-
vent wars or end conflicis. But, by providing a
framework in which competition and cooper-
atipn coexist, the Olympics may be taken as
inspiration in an mtermnational search for under-
standing throuzh and alongside contestation.

The countries of the world are today m-
extricably linked, They will continue to affiect
cach other and, in some places, compete,
Some sec this as a challenge but the Olympic
Games can be a valuable symbol of how to
compete in & peaceful way. In my view, the
Crames present a lens inwhich to ook beyvond
this moment in history and focus on bnlding
bonds that enhance mutwal understanding,
promote peace, and drive our shared pursuit
of the many forms of human greatness.

Hewry Kissinger, an honow member of
e fmrernational Olyvmpic Commnitiee, is a
JSormer LY. secretary of Siate.
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IRAN ON GOURSE T0 EXCEED
WITHIN DAYS

NUCLEAR PACT LIMIT

VIENNA/TORYOD
AGENCIES

RAN 15 on course to breach a

threshold in its nuclear agreement

with world powers within days by

accumulating more cnrniched ura-

nium than permutted, although it has
not done so vet, diplomats sad, citing the
latest data from UM, nspectors.

France, one of the European powers
caught in the middle in an escalating con-
frontation  between Washington and
Tehran, said 1t would ask U5, Pressdent
Donald Trump o suspend some sanctions
on Iran to allow negotiations to defuse the
Crs1s.

A week after Trump called off air
sirikes on Iran minutes before impact,
world leaders are trying to pull the two
countries back from the brink, warning
that a mistake on either side could lead to
war,

*“1 want to convince Trump that it =
in his interest (o re-open a negotiation
process (and) go back on certain sanc-
tions to give negotiations a chance,”
French President Emmanuel Macron said
in Japan, where he 1s due to meet Trump
on the sidelines of 3 summit i coming
days.

A move by Tehran that clearly
breached its 2003 nuclear agreement with
world powers would transform the diplo-
matic landscape and probably force Eu-
ropean countries o take sides.

Macron said he had two priorhies; de-
escalating military tension and kecping
Iran from violating the accord, which Eu-
ropean countrics still hope to save cven
though Trump ignored their advice and
quit it last year,

The latest data from ULN. mspectors
suggested Iran had not vet violated the
deal on Thursday, despite having named
it as a day when it might do so.

“They haven't reached the limst... It's
more likely to be at the weckend if they
do 1t,” said one diplomat in Vienna, head-
quarters of the UN. nuclear agency
IAEA, on condition of anonymity.

SOBLITERATION: The United States
withdrew from the pact last vear under
which Iran accepted curbs on s nuclear
program in return for access 10 inMema-
nonal trade. Iran has said it wants to abude
by the agreement but cannot do so indef-
mitely as new LS. sanctions mean it 15
receiving none of the benefits,

The escalating crisis has put the
Unitesd States in the position of demand-
ing its Eumopean allies enforce Iraman
compliance with an accord Washington
ntself repects.

The United States sharply tightened
its sanctions last month, ordenng all

countries to halt purchases of Iranian oil,
the mamn source of revenue to feed lran’s
80 mullion people.

Trump's aborted ar strikes last week
were the culmination of weeks of height-
ened military tension. Washington ac-
cused Iran of being behind attacks on
ships in the Gulf, which it denics.

Last week Iran shot down a ULS.
drone it sad was in s air space. The
United States sawd it was i internatonal
skies,

Since the aborted air strikes last weck
there have been no major incidents, but
rhetoric on both sides has become men-
acing.

This week Trump threatened Iran’s

“obliteration™ if it attacked LS. mterests
while Rouhan, typically the mild-man-
mered face of the Tehran gowvernment,
called White House policy “mentally re-
tarded”™. Trump later said he hoped to
avord war, which would be short and not
imvolve boots on the ground.
IRANIAN RESPONSE: In the latest
wolley m the war of words, Iran’s parlia-
ment speaker Al Larjani said the down-
mg of the U5 drone had taught
‘Washingion the cost of violating Iranian
air space.

“Iran’s reaction will be stronger 1f

they repeat their mistake of violating our
borders,” Iran’s Tasnim news agency
quoted Lanjani as saying.

The Trump adminestration says its ul-
timate goal 15 to force Iran back to the

Zarif says 'short war'
with Iran is an illusion

DUBAI

AGENCIES

Iran’s foreign minister said on Twitter
on Thursday that 115, Presiddent Don-
ald Trump's view that a conflict with
Iran would be & “short war™ was an il-
husion and that hes threat of “oblitera-
tion” amounied to threatening
“genocude™. “Obliteration’=geno-
cide=war crime,” Mohammad Javad
Zanf said on Twitter ** Short war " with
Iran is an illusion.” Trump sad on
Wednesday he was “not talking boots
‘on the ground™ should he take military
acthion agamst Iran, adding that “1I"'m
Just saying if something would hap-
pen, it wouldnt last very long.™ He
threatened on Tuesday to obliterate
paris of Iran if it attacked “anything
Amencan™.
table for negotiabions. It argues that the
2015 deal, negouated wnder Trump's
predecessor Barack Obama, was too
weak because 1t 1s not permanent and
does not cover non-nuclear issues, such
as Iran’s missile program and regional be-
havior.
Iran says i cannot negoetiate further
unless the United States observes the ex-
isting agreement and lifts sanctions.

Tunisian president hospitalised
'in severe health crisis’'

TUNIS
AGENCIES.

Tumsia’s 92-year-old pressdent, Bep
Caid Essebsi, a major player in the
country’s transition to democracy
since 2001, was taken to a military
hospital on Thursday after suffening a
“severe health cnisis™, the presidency
said.

One of his advisers told Reuters
he was in a “very critical™ condriion
but was alive, denying media reports
he had died.

Mo more details were immedi-
ately available. Ezschsi was hospatal-
1zed last week as well, for what the
presidency descnibed as non-serious
treatment.
ssebsi has been a prominent fig-
ure in Tumisia since the overthrow of
Zine El-Abidine Ben Al in 2011,
which was followed by upnisings
against autocratic leaders across the

Middle East,
Libya and Ezypt.

Tumisia sct itsclf on a path to
democracy without much of the vio-
lence seen elsewhere, although it has
been the target of militant Islamasts
over the years.

including 1n nearby

One dead, several hurt in suicide
attacks in Tunisian capital

TUNIS

AGENCIES

Two sumcide bombers blew themselves up m
scparate attacks on police in the Tunisian
capital on Thursday, killing one police offi-
cer and wounding several other people, the
movernment said.

It was not immediaiely known who was
behind the attacks, which come months be-
fore an electon and at the peak of a tourist
season i whech Tunisza = hopmg for a
record number of visitors,

Scparately on Thursday, 92-year-old
President Bepn Cand Esschsi was taken o a
military hospatal afier suffering a “scvere
hhealth crisis™, the pressdency said.

The first smcide bomber targeted a po-
lice patrol in Charles de Craulle Street in oen-
tral Tun One police officer was killed and
at least one other as well as three envilians

were wounded, the Intenor Mimstry sawd.

Shortly afterwards, a second suicide
bomber blew imself up near 3 police station
m - al-Gorjani distnet. Four people were
wounded, the Intenor Ministry sand,

Heavily armed police cordoned off the
locations of the attacks, one of which was
about 200 meters away from the French em-
bassy. Reuters witnesses saw people rushing
away from the scene, while the body of one
sutcide bomber lay on the ground. Ambu-
lance cars armived.

“1 was shopping with nty daughter and
we heard a big explosion, We saw the body
of the terronst lymng on the ground near a po-
lice vehicle afier he blew himsclf up,” said a
man who give his name only as Mohamed.

Interior  Ministry  spokesman  Sofian
Zpak said the attackers had not yet been
wlentified, and he called on the public to
shiow strength and not pansc.

People appeared to heed that message:
Withm mmutes of the attacks, they could be
seen sittng as usual in cafes wp and down
Habib Bourghiba, the main street.

In a show of more open defiance, some
300 people gathered on the same strect and
held up pamphiets saying: *“We do not fear
terror, Tunise 15 no place for terronsm.™
They chanted the national anthem and sho-
gans praisng the secunty forces.

Tunsza has been battling malnant groups
operating in remote areas near the border
with Algena since an uprising overthrew au-
tocratic leader Zme Abidine Ben Alin 2011,
High unemployment has also stoked unrest
nrecent years. Last October, 8 woman blew
herself up m the center of the capatal Tums,
wounding 15 people including 10 pobice of-
ficers in an explosion that broke a long pe-
niod of calm afier dozens had died m mulstant
attacks in 2015,

Trump peace plan conference is blip on
Israel’s radar as political, Iran crises swirl

JERUSALEM
AGEMCIES

ALLS -led conference in Bahrain designed
to drum up investment in the Palestinian
economy and pave a path to peace with Is-
rael has gone larpely unremarked by Is-
raclis prevccupeed with & political crisis and
thewr arch-foe Iran.

Palestinians, who view the Trump ad-
mimstration as biased towards Isracl, boy-
cotted this week s meeting in Manama.

It was also held without an official Is-
rach delegation. Organizers sawd privately
this was due to worry about a further dent
o the event’s credibality after an electon m
Izrael m Apnl election failed to produced a
new coalition governmendt.

With Pnme Minster Benjamin Me-
tamy.ahu facing proliferating challengers in
a new election due in September, and beset
by cormuption scandals, the hamer-than-
ever peacemaking horizon with the Pales-

timans drew scant discussion in Isracli
media. Economy Minister Eli Cohen went
as far as to suggest that Bahrain may have
closed the door on further diplomacy.

“We saw that, even m an cconomic
conference where the Palestinians were
mcant to come and get money, o come and
zet tools and inducements, o come and de-
velop thewr economy, they dud not come,™
e told Isracl’s Reshet 13 TV, “We see, re-
ally, that they do not want a peace accord.
They simply don’t want us here. . Agam, the
Palestinians" true face has been exposed.™

The Palestmemans, who have shunned
the Uinited States since it recognized dis-
puted Ferusalem as Isracl’s capital m late
2017, suspected the conference sought to
lure them into surrendening ther statehood
zoal in retun for global financial relwef.

It is mot clear whether & peace plan
promised by the Trump admimstration will
«call fior a “two-state solution™ sought by the
Palestmean Authorty and backed interna-

tronally, whach involves creation of a Pales-
tmian state abongside Israel.
Metanyehu voiced conditronal accept-

ance m 2009 of a future demeltanzed
Palestinian state. He has since said #ts cre-
aton would not happen on his watch and

that he plans to annex some Jewish settle-
ments in the occupred West Bank, commu-
nities many countries view as illegal,
Stalled since 2014, peacemaking has been
on a backburmer for some lsrachis, while
others fieel a neod to work for coexistence.

“This 1s a matter that’s important to
mie. We need an end fo this situation,”™ said
Jerusalem chef 1sracl Bachar, 45.

“It's a Intle odd that the Amenicans
held this { Bahrain) conference without com-
venming the two main parties mvolved. 1
don’t thmk it’s helpfid to try to impose
things from outside.™ Netanyahu described
the Bahrain gathening as part of a 11.5. ef
fioet *“io bring about a betier fisture and solve
the region’s problems™.

Twao davs before 1t opened, he toured
the stratcgic Jordan Valley, the casicrn-
most part of the West Bank that borders
Jordan, with U.S. National Secursty Ad-
viser John Bolton and said Israel must re-
tzun a presence there in any peace deal,
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APC and the government
P The opposition at bay

FTER being hectored for nearly 11 months,

‘opposition partics zot together on Wednesday to

evolve a joint strategy to take on the
government. All were resentful of the ongoing witch
hunting of government opponents. They also condemned
the way government policies were making the life of
practically every section of socicty miserable.
They maintamed that the clections were engincered to
nstall Imran Khan as Prime Minister. The combined
opposition decided to observe July 25 as a “black day”, It
remains to be seen if the opposition can organize an
impressive show.

Some of the opposition members advised extreme
steps to create a crisss-like situation leading to fresh
clections. Others however advocated a gradual bulding
of pressure. The suggestion that the oppasition
parliamentanians tender mass resignations and the
workers of the parties lock down the federal capital were
rejected as being premature. Instead the APC decided 1w
undertake the exposure of the government's policies both
nside and outside Parliament. The opposition will try to
remove the pro-admimistration Senate Chairman, albeit
through legal and constrtutional ways.

To enhance the sphere of its political mflucnce, the
combined opposition decided to raise some of the social
issues the government has consistently ignored. These
include forced disappearances and arbitrary detentions. It
called for the production orders of the two Wazinstan
MM As currently under detention and demanded forming
a parlizmentary committee on Waziristan so that all facts
can be laid before the nation. There was also an
agreement to call for legislation against the torture of
prisoners and for detention centres in the tribal areas to be
converted into regular jails. The APC demanded open
courts to decide cases against the prisoncrs. The APC was
opposed to giving any role to the mstitutions in politics.
The gathering also called for the removal of unannounced
restrictions and censorship of the media besides
legislation ensuring protection of the journalists.

There is a need on the pant of the government to
abandon its rigid and unwavening stand against the
opposition that can only turn the government into a
hostage to unscrupulous allies. The PTI administration
can have a more peaceful tenure if it develops normal
working relations wath the opposition.

The rupee goes on falling

P Isthere a target level?

HE government scems unable to arrest the fall of

the rupee. It hit Bs163 to the dollar on

Wednesday, a precipitate loss of Rs6 that came
affter remaimning at "Rs157 for about a week in the
interbank market. Even that was a high level, for it had
been at about Rs121 last May, so the decline since then
was about 33 percent. This continuous fall has covered an
IMF agreement which has not vet been approved by the
IMF Board, The agreement was followed by the change
of the State Bank Governor, the new appointee being the
former IMF Country head in Egypt. That new Governor
said that the free float could not be ntroduced
Pakistan, and also met Prime Minister Imran Khan the
day of the precipitate fall.

There was some pressure on the forex market, because
there was some recent repayment of debt, which meant
that the State Bank had reason to pick up dollars from the
open market, but that was not the reason for the fall. The
fact that commercial banks had bought heavily indicated
that speculative pressure was building up on the rupee.
That 1s not 2 good sign, especially when forex reserves are
small enough to prevent the State Bank from intervening
in the market, which is the so-called managed float.

The State Bank docs have much room to manoeuvre,
because the comrent account deficit in the financial year
closing at the end of the month would be $13 billion, as

opposed to $19.% billion the year before. However, all the
money obiained from friendly countries, like China, the
UAE and Saudi Arabia, cannot be spent by flooding the
market with doltars i keep the rnupee stable. The
government may have agreed with the IMF 1o a rate for
the dallar, but the danger which seems to threaten is that
it may slide below that rate because of speculation. The
only way to overcome the trade and current account
deficits would be to merease exports. So far, devaluing
the rupee has not done the trick, with the associated cost
of making prices of imported goods like fuel and
medicines skyrocketing. It 1s more than time for the

wernment to look fior out-of-the-box solutions. Such
solutions do not lie with either the IMF or its nominees.

P Nawaz and Morsi have much in common while being very different
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At Penpoint
M.A. MIAZI

HE death of Mohamed Morsi in dra-
matic fashion, after having a heart at-
tack in open court, moved Maryam
MNawaz Shanif to say defiantly that her
father Mian Nawsz Shanf was no
Marsa, only drew attention to the similarities be-
tween the two leaders, and their two counirnes.

There are major similarities between Egype
and Pakistan. Both were the centres of ancient
civilizations, respectively the Pharaonic and the
Indus Valley. This happened long before erther
arca converted to Islam. And both remain centred
around rivers, the Nile in the case of Egypt and
the Indus for Pakistan. Both were under Brinsh
rule, out of winch both emerged around the same
time. Both are leading cotton growers. While
both are Muslim, only Egypt was Arabicised.
Egypt was conguered for Islam from the Byzan-
tunc Empire by an Arab army, while Pakistan was
conguered by Mahmud of Ghaeni, and its people
were converted by Turkish holy men.

Umne of the major sinilanities has been the
promincnce of thewr militancs. Both arc large and
have not just a promment role m politics, but the
respective economies. Economics provides a re-
cent connection, for Egpyt’s IMF Representative
was a US-traned Palostam, who was only recenthy
tapped to become Governor of Pakistan's centrad
bank. Both militanies have had a perennial enemy,
which seems to justify their night to rule. In Egypt's
case it was lsrael, though since the 1977 Camp
David Accords that has not been the casz, and n
Pakastan’s India, and there too the USA = domg its
best to brme about a reconciliation.

Politically, Mian Nawaz and Morsi arc not
identical, but share similarties, starting with
their ages. Nawaz at 6% is actually two years
older than Maorsi, who was 67. Nawaz 15 neither
an academic nor an intellectual (though he hasa
law degree));, Morsi was an engincer with a PhoD.
from Califorma whoe was once cmployed by
NASA for a short time. He had been convicted
on one charge of espionage for Clatar, and was

being tried on another. Mian Nawaz was ousted
fior corruption, there was no such allegation
against Morst, There was also a vast difference
between their tenures: Nawaz had first held of-
fice m 1981, and had first been Prime Minster
m 1990, being in his third tenure when remaoved
m 2017, Morsi was clected Presadent i 2001 2, his
only previous office being as an ordinary mem-
ber of the People s Assembly from 2000 to 2003,
and was overthrown in 2013,

Baoth were nght-wng, though Mian Nawazx
was never as close to the Jamaat-e-Islami in Pak-
istan as Morsi was to the Tkhwanul Muslimeen
(Mushim Brotherhood). While the Jamaat and the
Ikhwan have enjoyed friendly relations, the Ja-
maat has not been as successful electorally. It
was a little late, for while the Tkhwan cooperated
with Naguib and Nasser in their 1952 coup (after
the Ikhwan founder Hassan Al-Banna was assas-
smated by government intelligence), the Jamaat
did not cooperate with the Ayvub Martial Law;

The Jamaat and the lkhwan have another
similarity: they were both active in the Afghan
pihad. Osama bm Laden’s successor 85 head of
Al-Qacda, Ayman al-Zawahim, an Egyptian oph-
thalmologist who had been an [khwan member
from his schooldays. Mian Nawaz has no record
of any association with the Jamaat cxcept for its
mclusion n the Islami famhoori Ittehad from
1988 to 1993, under his Presidency. In fact, his
electoral career began in 1985 with im defeat-
mg the Jamaat Lahore Amir, Asad CGilani, for the
Matronal Assembly scat he had won along with
hes provincial seat. An casy means of reminder
would be that Mian Mawaz 15 clean-shaven,
while Mors: sporied a beard.

Marsi was averthrown by the man he had el-
cvated in be head of the military, as Defence Min-
wster, Ficld Marshal Abdul Fattah Smi Mian
Mawaz was overthrown in 1999 by the man he
had appointed COAS, Gen Pervez Musharraf.
Mian Nawaz was lucky enough to come back to
power, and get another chance to appomt 2 OOAS.

It should be remembered that Mian Nawaz
does have a history of hean disease, including a
quadnuple bypass, not to forget that his father
also had heart disease. On the other hand, while
Morsi did not have any hustory, falling into that

category of heart patients for whom the first
symptom of heart discase was a fatal heart at-
tack. However, he did have some predisposing
factors known: both high blood pressure and di-
abetes. He also had a benign bram tumowr and
serzures on the left side of hus face. A pan he had
suffered in the lefi arm was apparently not ex-
amined seripusly enough, or else his heart dis-
casc would have been detected.

It is perhaps interesting that Mun Nawaz
and Morsi both provide a commentary on crvil-
1an versus military medicine. Nawaz’s atiempt to
try General Musharraf for high treason failed,
not least because he holed up in the Armed
Forces Institute of Cardiology instead of apy
ing m eourt (which he had to do eventually),
Morsi’s tcnure was dominated by the tnal of his
predecessor, Hosn Mubarak, the air foroe chaef
who became President because he was Amwar
Sadat’s Vice-Pressdent, and who miled for almost
30 wears. Mubarak is still alive, though he had
been tned while lymg in the dock m a hosprtal
bed, at 91 a tnbute to the system of medicine
which treats him.

One major difference between the two men 15
that Mian Nawaz's famuly (brother, daughter and
nephew) are in polities, but not Morsi’s. Maorsi
was brought into prominence by the Ikhwan, and
afier his overthrow, his political legacy reverted
tohis party. Nawaz's danghtcr s statement, that he
was no Morst, has received a blow by the rejection
of his bail application by the Islamabad High
Court, which he had made on medical
Whale his family is dissatisfied by both his hm]lh
and his treatment, no foreign rights group has
warned of anythmg, as was the case with Maorsi,
However, it should not be forgotten that the lves
ofus all, Morsi and Nawaz, are m the hands of the
Almighty, and while Maryam’s statement is a fil-
1al wash, 1t cannot be relied on.

Morsi's death in court comes after the 2018
election where Field Marshal Sisi won 97 per-
cent of the vote on tumout of 41 percent. Mian
Nawaz on the other hand still remains relevant
to Pakistani politics in a way Morsi was not o
the Egyptians.

M.A. Niazi iz a member of the siaff.

Sehat Insaf Card

P Relief for the poor

HINA RIAZ

EALTH is as a fundamental human

right. For a nation 1o prosper, every-

one must have access to quality

healthcare. Healthy people make a

healthy nation; good health allows
children to learn and adulis to earn, and play
their role in the social and economic develop-
ment of a country.

In the developing countnes, the health
budgct is considered as an mvestment insicad of
an expenditure. The developed countries have
ensured provision of healthcare for all under the
blanket of the health insurance system; the ex-
penses of which are borne by either the govern-
ment of social security depanments.

In Fakistan, people are afraid of falling ill;
accounting less for the disease and more for the
fmancial burden 1t bnngs. The psti:nl s family
has to face financial consequences in addition.
Unexpected illness drags the poor into the pit of
borrowing, forcing them assets sell outs and
spend lifetime savings.

The provision of quality healthcare to the
public is the foremost responsibility of the
state. Fortunately, Punjab has a Health Mimister
who was a top medical professional. Dr. Yas-
min Raashid has correctly measured the pulse
of healthcare service delivery and introduced
Schat Insaf Card to transform the existing
healthcare system.

Approximately 7.2 million familics con-
sisting of 32 million people below the poverty
Iine will benefit initially. Anvone earning less
than $2 (Rs 300) per day will be entitled to
benefit. The scheme covers approximately 30
percent of the pepulation of Punjab at present
with a scope to cover the entire population in
the next few years,

Initally, the scheme has been announced
only for the marginalized. Therefiore, the data
of Nattonal Sockw Economic Registry (NSER)
has been unlized for registration of deserving
people; which is further verified by NADRA for

The ‘u:hat Inzaf Card provides comprehen-
sive cover to beneficiarics, and holders will be
entitled to free-of-cost hospralization, emer-
gency services, in-patient services (all medical
and surgical cases), fracturesfinjuries, referral
transportation, maternity services and free fol-
low-ups. In addition to the secondary care serv-
wes, cight major discases will be also covered
under priority cover package, including cardw-
vascular diseases, diabetes mellitus, burns and
road traffic sccidents, last-stage renal diseases
and dialysis’, chronic diseases (TB, Hep ASBIC,
HIV, chronic liver discasc), organ failure, on-
cology and nevrosurgical services.

The card holder may get treatment worth up
to R 720 000 annually. That Rs 720,000 can be
further topped up if necded. If a card holder or
his family member gets any major disease
which is expensive, then the treatment won't be
stopped due to exhaustion of insurance amount,
but the government can provide a further Rs
360,000 per family per annum and get the treat-
ment completed.

Apart from the medical facilities, the Card
provides support i transportation also. The
transportation cost of Rs 1,000 will be paid to
per family per visit. Another valued feature 15
the provision of burial support. If a patient dics
while admutted, burial support of Rs 10,000 will
be paid 1o the bereaved family.

Another feature is the inclusion of both
public and private hospitals on the panel list.
Before this scheme the poor could not even
mazme going to private hospitals, but now they
can confidently walk into these hospitals and
avail treatment. To ensure quality treatment,
hospitals with adequate medical facilities have
been taken on the panel. 111 hospitals are em-
paneled till now.

The Schat Insaf’ Card will improve service
delivery in public sector hospitals. As the treat-
ment in government hospitals is either free or
bow-cost, the patient load is immense, With a ot
of patients, these hospitals fail to provide ade-
quate services which results m referrals and com-
plamnis. The Schat Insaf Card has unlocked
choices for the public, as they can opt for any

led hospial, or private. The

inclusion of private hosprtals will reduce the bur-
den on public sector hospitals and this wall result
in an incviable mprovement of quality.

The implementation of this scheme has
been started. In the first phase, Schat Insaf
Cards have been introduced in 23 districts, but
the project will soon be extended to all 36 dis-
tricts. The distribution of Schat Insaf Cards
under the Schat Sahulat Program is a great ime-
uative. Pakistan has not scen such schemes at
this scale. Now people with low incomes won'™t
b deprived of treatment.

The facility of Schat Insaf Card i1s by no
means less than the health insurance provided in
developed countries. Treatment will not be de-
nied to any patients for lack of money. It will be
provided by the government.

The federal government has launched Schat
Insaf Card scheme in the country. Pakistan
Tehreek-c-Insaf (PT1) had introduced Sehat Insaf
Card scheme in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dunng its
last term. The implementation of health cards
gammered widespread success there previously
and now this facility 15 being provided 1o the
poor populaton «of Punjab also.

The Sehat Insaf Card is going to be a game
changer in the health sector of Punjab. It wall put
an end to the suffering of poor and marginalized
people by allowing them to get umely treatment
1n standard hospitals with digmity. The poor peo-
ple who used to struggle for the treatment of thesr
dear ones won't have to beg in front of anyone,
no one will have to trade their self-esteem, and
no mother will have to scll the assets of the home
te treat her child. The poor will have equal access
1o the health facilities.

With a sense of security, people will have
peace of mind that the well-bemg of their fami-
lics is taken care of. Healthy people will shape a
healthy socicty which will boost financial and
social activitics. The country will progress ac-
cording to Prime Minister Imran Khan's vision,
He is optimistic about gaining Pakistan a digni-
fied place in the world. He envisions a new Pak-
istan where justice 1s for all, where health is for
all. A Pakistan ltberated from poverty, disease,
unemployvment and illiteracy.

Let us keep our fingers crossed that one day
Pakistan will achicve the dream of quality
healtheare for all. Schat Insaf Card 15 only the
first step, atbeit giant one, towards this goal.

Hina Fizz 13 a freclance colummizt.
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Gyher war in the US-Iran escalation

P The current conflict may depend on cyber war

ZAHEEMA IQBAL AND HAMMAAD SALIK

S5-IRAN tensions have escalated

since the withdrawal of the USA

from the Iran nuclear deal. This re-

sulted m harsh sanctions exacerbat-

ing the sharp decline of Iran’s
economy, The 1S government has prohibited
trade with many Iraman business sectors, in-
cluding carpets, pistachios, aviation and gold.
Cyberattacks are the latest episode in the
“(ihost Wars™ as both Iran and the USA are
heavily engaged m tarpeting each other s cyber-
space. Even if the current UUS campaign fails to
dislodge the Tehran government, it could cause
significant long-term damage to Iran’s eco-
nomic, military and scientific infrastructure,
setting back the country”s military ambitions m
the region. This outcome s probably most fea-
sible for US allies m the Middle East, who
aren’t worried about the prospect of the USA
committing to an open-ended malitary conflict
with Iran,

The Trump Admmistration was ready io de-
certify Iraman compliance with the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Acton (JCPOA), despite a
lack of evidence of Iranian violations. For ent-
ies of the JCPOA, this represented a move m
the nght direction; the goal of US policy should
be the end of the Islamic Repulbdic and the over-
throw of the existing rezime in Tehran. Instead
of an mvasion, the USA would hikely induce
regime collapse through a policy of military and
economic strangulation, led by airstrikes, sea-
launched cruise missile strikes and the vigorous
employment of special cyber operations forces.

The recent eyberattacks bed by US Cyber
Command (L'SCY COM) in coordination
with US Central Command (CENTCOM)
against Irantan defense and ballistic messile
control systems can be linked to the White
House announcement and the issuance of FY 19
Cyber Strategy in which USA claimed to go of-
fensrve in cyberwarfare while USSTRATCOM
15 on standby in case of escalation. This cyber-
attack can be termed as a reaction to the shoot-
mng down of a US RO4A Global Hawk
BAMS-Dsurveillance drone with a Khordad-3
surface-to-air missile over the Stran of Hormuz
and limpet mine attacks on oil tankers in Gulf
of Oman for which the USA blamed the IRGC;
which was already desiznated a foreizn termorist
group by the Trump administration cariser this
year. According to DHS and NSA there 15 a sud-
den influx in digital traffic from Iran to the
USA, suggesting attacks on US core critical in-
frastructures.

On 22 June US CYBERCOMM Mission
Command was tasked to go offensive in Iranian
cvherspace. These short yet effective cyberat-
tacks, codenamed “Operation Hellfire”, were
ammed to crpple Iraman computers which are
designated o control arr defense systems and
hallistic missile launch pads. As per vanous
sources, the cvber-attacks had disabled the
weapons and missile system of Iran, However,
some other sources suggest that it was imtended
to disable the systems offline for a period of

time. For the USA to launch an aggressive at-
tack on Iran, it relies heavily on its naval pres-
cnce—the 1 Abrakam Lincolr Carrier Stnke
Giroup and a Bomber Task Force integrated to
the Central Command are already strategically
deploved in the Gulf of Oman for quick respon-
siveness, also the USA wall rely on its Gulf al-
lies to provide air bases for operations alongside
naval deployment. To camy out successve air
sinkes, the first logical step was to take down
the Iramian air defense systems and ballisiic
mussile controds. Other military officials suggest
this was just as an act of power to show Iran that
their defense networks could casily be pene-
trated. Earlier this year in a similar operation,
servers belonzing to the Internet Research
Agency (IRA) in 51 Petersburg Russia were also
jammed and brought offiine in a Cyvber Com-

mand operation  called
Synthetic Theology.
Whatever the case

may be, Iran has had a
contentions cyber history
with the USA. Inthe past,
Iran has also been en-
eaged inhacking US pov-
ernment Companics,
banks, ecnergy sector,
dams and agencies. The
Iranian state-backed ac-
tors invalved in cvberat-
tacks dubbed *Refined
Kitten™ has been continu-
ously targeting the US de-
fence and energy sector
for vears. The Departmient
of Homeland Secumnity has
also stated that Iran has
immcreased digial attacks
against the US govern-

preparation. With ik

so much technological
advancement in the

last few decades, cyber

wars are now one of the

cal sector,

Development in cyberweaponry takes years
to create a new weapon., The cvberattack of
Stuxnet on Iraman nuclear system damaged
muare than 70 percent of nuclear centrifuges ear-
lier mm 2004, The attack was launched by the
joint L/S-Israel forces in an operation called
“Opecration Odympic Games™ agamnst [ran nu-
clear facilities at Natanz. The Stuxnet is also
considered as world’s first known “digital
weapon” which was an expenment io test the
LIS eyber warfare capabiliies. UUS military
strategists came up with a blueprint with selec-
tive mdicators targeting Iran's core critical in-
frastructure in a vicious plan called *Nitro
Zeus”. The early stages of the Nitro Zeus are to
target Iran’s existing mulitary infrastruciure, in-
cluding air bases, naval bases and ballistic mis-

mstallations. These

sile
attacks would do sigmifi-

Cyber war is not a magic
nuke one can fly over
and drop one day. It
takes decades of

planning and s

cant damage, mnotwith-
standing existing Iranian
air defenses, which would
alzo come under attack.
Iran’s naval and ar forces
would suftfer ternbly, and
widespread stnkes would
also exact a toll on Iran’s
ground and missile forces.
action by US
Cyber Command shows
mcreasingly mature
cyber warfare capabilities
and the aggressive cyber
strategy under the leader-
ship of President Trump.
Cwver the last year, the
Trump Admimstration has
frcused on continuously
engazing with adversanes

ment since the escalation most diﬂicult wars to in cyberspace and under-
between the two coun- . taking more offensive op-
tries. Cybersecunty firms defend agal“s! crattons. In the Cyber

like FireEye and Crowd-
Strike said that Iraman
stated backed APT (Ad-
wanced Persistent Threat §
Ciroups have launched massive cyberaitacks
against US critical infrastructure, including ol
and gas. These APTs have been using spear-
phishing emails to lure Federal and State em-
plovees to gain access into the US systems.
According to sowrces, CrowdStrike has also
shared images of spear-phishing emails. One
such cmail appeared to come from the Exccu-
tive Office of the President and seemed to be
trving to hire people for an economic advisory
position. Another email was more generic in
mature and appeared to have Microsoft Out-
look’s global address signature. The most re-
cent explosion and massive fire on 21 June
rocked a refinery complex n South Philadel-
phiz, one of the largest on the East coast, This
15 one such example in which Iran has used
“destructive- “wiper” attacks™. The US Gov-
ernment is still investigating the events but the
digital trace and evidences show it as a cyber-
attack. These cyberattacks appear to have
started shortly after the Trump Administration
imposcd sanctions on the Iranian petrochemi-

Strategy, Trump vows to
people o preserve

,, his
peace and security by

strengthening the abality of
the UUSA— in concert wath its allies and pariner—
to deter and, if necessary, punish those who use
cvhber wols for malicious purposes.

As nations enhance their abilities to be en-
gaged in cyberspace offensively, their ability to
prck and mtiate a war physically 15 drastically
reduced. Cyher war 1s not a magic nuke one can
fly ower and drop onc day. It takes decades of
planming and preparation. With so much tech-
nological advancement in the last few decades,
cyber wars are now one of the most difficult
wars to defend against.

Eaheema Ighal is a senior cyber securin
policy researcher of Nanonal Institute of
Maritime Affairs, Bahwia University Islamabad
and can e reached
at zaheemaeckbanllid gmail.com

Hammeaad Salik is the founder of Strategic
Warfare CGirowp,with expertise is in Cvber
Warfare Cperations & Kimetic Warfare, and can
be reached ar hammraad salikagmail com
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India’s Super-power ambition

MODI 2.0 wants India to become a US%5 tnllwon economy,
and a master of Indian Ocean, Pax Indica. But, to become a
superpower, India needs to shed its binary hyphenating with
Pakistan bogey. India 15 getting isolated m the comity of
natiens because of 1ts hostility towards Pakistan,

India 1s faced with & multitude of problems at home and
abroad. India’s hegemaony forced Nepal to veer towards Ching.
Modi dictated to Nepal that it should craft Nepal's Constrution
o prodect the interests of Hindus in that couniry. In Sn Lanka,
Bangladesh, as well as Maldives, India’s fortunes depend on
the c¢bb and flow of governments in power. For now, Myanmar
15 balancing India and China. In Afghamstan, 1f the ongomg
LS megotiations with Taliban succeed and the group becomes a
partner in the government in Kabul, New Delhi’s strategic
interests and influence in that country would dwindle.
Washington has threatened to impose sanctions on India of it
continues to buy Iraman odl and gocs ahead with the already
signed deal to acquire the 5-400 missile system from Russia
Washington's hostility may lead to disintegration of the
Duadrilateral Security Dialogue, the group linking the US,
Japan, Australia and India to counter China’s cxpanstonism.
Alrcady, Washmgton has removed India from the Generalised
System of Preferences ((35F), a preferential trade programme
offering lower taniffs to exports from developing countries.

The myth of India’s superpower status explodes
spectacularly in the multilateral arena as the country continues to
remain excluded from major institutions of global governance.
Despite being Asia’s third largest economy, Indea 1= still not a
member of the influential Asa-Pacific Economic Cooperation,
Although 1t 15 a magor donor of development aid across South
Asm@ and Africa, 2 membership m the Organisation for Economic
Co-operatton and Development still eludes India. It 15 also nota
member of G 7, a central institution of the world’s leading
democracies. India is the world's largest democracy, with the
thard-largest military in the world. It = a top troop-contributor to
UN peacckeeping. 5till, it is not a permancent member of the UN
Security Council. At the UN General Assembly, too, India’s heft
has suffered due to New Delhe’s steadily dwindling support of
the Palestinian cause amidst soanng ties with Israel.

MARYUM MALIK
Reawalpindi

EDITOR'S
MAIL

Uderage driving

CHILDREN, not yet of a legal age, must focus on studving,
plaving, etc. But sadly, underage driving 1s becoming
ncreasingly common. It may be due to negligence on the part
of parcnts. Underage driving, because it leads to many road
accidents, i creating a lot of problems for parents as well as
for others. On the other hand, it is the responsibility of
sovernment o enforce rules on underage dniving,
Unfortunately, the avthontics have failled to overcome thas
major problem which has caused many deaths. So it 15 my
humble request to the government of Balochestan that 1t should
take sersous action against this problem and ensure the safety
of citizens allowing them to live a peaceful life
HAS

A BEZANJO
Kech

CHILD abuse 15 widely prevalent in Pakistan. There were
nearly 1600 reported cases of child abuse in recent years. To
make matiers worse, nearly 80% of child abuse cases m
Pakistan are unreported. Furthermore, cases of sexual abuse
are not reporied because, as a religious custom, sexaal contact
with a person 1s frowned upon. This is why reporting these
types of cases to the police remains a taboo in the country.
Like racism and sexizsm, this msue needs to be dealt with.
After all, children are the fiture.
SABA HASSAN
Karachi

Street fighting

STREET fighting is a hormble msue which plagues the strects
of Karachu. [t normally takes place in arcas with a less educated
population. Though political influence of political partics has
drastically declined, aftereffects still exist. This menace 15 onc
of them. Normally, street fights start over little ssues.
Exchange of hot words and abusive language enfolds
maxamum number of people of the area and the conflict ends in
bloodshed. The concerned authorities scem helpless to get nd
of this menace. It 1s better to impose a ban on a gathenng of
five or more people in case a strect fight occurs and if anyone is
found violating, they should be penalized severely so that no
one would ever think of getting involved in such fights.
FAISAL ANSAR
Karachi

Dual nationality holders

It 1s @ matter of great concern that despite clear instructions
of Apex Court, dual nationality holders occupy key positions
i sensitive orgamizations like the State Bank of Pakistan, the
Security Exchange Comm ssion Pakistan, and the FBR.

According to a report, there are 1,116 persons with dual
and foreign nahonality m government scrvice. A todal of 1,249
foreign spouses of government officials have also been
identified duning the imvestigation. These individuals are a
grave threat to the country. Their services should be
discontinued mmediately for the sake of country.

MARYYAM SHOKET
Islamabad
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FRESH PROTESTS HIT HONG KONG
AS ACTIVISTS SEEK VOIGE AT G20

HONG KONG

AGEMCIES

ROTESTERS m Hong Kong
blocked roads and forced work-
ers to leave the justice secre-
tary s offices on Thursday in the
latest unrest 1o rock the city over
an extradrtion bell that has now been sus-
pended,
Millions have thronged the streets in
the t three weeks to demand that the
il which would allow criminal suspects
to be sent to manland China for tr:l in
courts controlled by the Chinese Commius-
nist Party, be scrapped altogether.

“You know what evervbody has deep
in their hearts - & that thes s about our fu-
ture and 1t"s very very personal,” said 53-
year-old Brnian Kern, who was attending
the protests.

In sweltering heat of 32 degrees C
(89.6°F), some protesters chanted, “With-
draw evil law, release martyrs.. Tercsa
Cheng, come out,” referming o the justice
secretary. Others shouted, *Condemn ex-
cessive force by police and release pro-
testers.”

Police formed a cordon to block the
demonstrators and onc officer held a ban-
ner warning them away. Minor scuffles
broke out between pro-democracy group

Demosisto and officers.

“Fight for Justice™, “Free Hong
Kong,” and ~ D:mmra.c) Now™ were
some of the demands emblazoned on
protest banners,

Police chicf Stephen Lo warned of

consequences for outbreaks of violence
and condemned what he said was an en-
vironment of hostlity making his offi-
cers” task difficulr.
BATON CHARGE: In the carly hours,
riot police wiclding batons and sheclds
chased dozens of protesters as they broke
up a siege of police headguarters. By
mightfall on Thursday, only around 200
protesters remained. Black-clad and
masked, they sat peacetully outside gov-
ermment headquarters.

The demonstrators have serzed on
this week s G20 summit of world leaders
n Japan to appeal for Hong Kong’s plight
to be put on the agenda, a move certain to
nle Beijing, which has vowed not to tol-
erate such discussion.

“We know that the G20 15 coming,
We want to grasp this opportunity to
voice for oursclves,” said Jack Cool
Tsang, 30, a theater technician who took
a day off work to protest.

Images of police firing rubber bullets
and tear gas bencath gleaming skyscrap-
ers this month near the heart of the finan-

cial center grabbed global headlines and
drew condemnation from international
rights groups and protest organizers,

Hong Kong chief executive Carrie
Lam, who has kept a low profile smce her
latest public apology over a weck ago,
bowed to public pressure and suspended
the hill a day after the violent protests bt
stopped short of cancelling the measure
outright and rejected repeated calls to step
doamn,

Oipponents of the extradition bill fear
being placed at the mercy of a justice sys-
tem rights group say 15 plagued by tor-
ture, forced confessions and arbitrary
detentions,

The demonstrations, which pose the
greatest popular challenge to Chinese
President X1 Jinping since he took power
n 2012, have repeatedly forced the tem-
porary closure of govemnment offices,
blocked major roads and caused massive

disruptions.

Since Hong Kong returned to Che-
nese rule in 1997, it has been governed
under a “one country, two systems™ for-
muda that allows frecdoms not enjoyed in
mamland China, including the liberty to
protest and an independent judiciany.

But mamy accuse China of increased
meddling over the vears, by obstructing
democratic reform, mterfering with clec-
Ons, SUPPRESSINE young actrvists, as well
a5 being behind the disappearance of five
Hong Kong-based booksellers who special-
zed in works ertical of Chinese leaders.
LAM VIMCES SUPPORT FOR PO-
LICE: A Hong Kong government state-
ment said Lam had met senior police
officers to express thanks for their deds-
cation during the protests and gave them
her full support to mamiain law and order
n the city.

“She said she understands that mem-
bers of the force and thewr family mem-
bers have been put under pressure and
that a small number of people even pro-
voked the police intentionally, which 1s
not acceptable,” the statement said.

Lam also met representatives in the
education and religious sectors, senior
cwvil servanis as well as foreign consuls
to exchange views on the “current socal
situation,” it said.

Japan PM Abe says hopes for 'new
era' in Japan-China relations

OSAKA: Japanese Prime Mimister Shinzo Abe said on Thursday he wanted to ele-
wate ties with China to create a new era for Asia’s biggest economies, and invited

President to Xi Jinping to Japan next spring.

“Around the time of the cherry blos-

soms next spring, 1 would ke to welcome President X as a state guest to Japan, and

hope to further clevate ties between Japan and China to the next level,”

Abe told Xi

at the outset of a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the G20 summit in Osaka, west
Japan. China-Japan ties have long been strained by terntonal dispuies over a group
of timy East China Sea islets and the legacy of Japans World War Two aggression
But Tokyo and Berjing have sought to improve relations more recently, with Abe vis-
iting Begymg i October last vear when both couniries pledged to forge closer ties
and signed a broad range of agreements including a currency swap pact. AGERCIES

Germany's Merkel seen
shaking for second time this
month, but heads to G20

BERLIN

AGENCIES

German Chancellor Angela Merkel was
seen shaking as she met President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier on Thursday, her sec-
ond such bout withm two weeks, but her
spokesman said she was fine and she
headed off to Japan for this weekend’s
G20 summt,

Merkel, 64, has no history of senous
health issues. She was attending a
farewell ceremony for Justice Mimister
Katanna Barley, who is leaving to become
a lawmaker in the European Parliament,
when the incident occurred.

Standing next to Steinmeier as he ad-
dressed the gathenng, Merkel started
shaking visibly in her upper body, then
crossed her arms as if to brace herself. She
was offered a glass of water but declined
to drnk it while Steinmeter spoke,

Berlin &5 in the throes of a heatwave.

After the ceremony with Steinmeer,
Merkel went on to the Bundestag {lower
house of parliament) for the swearing-in
of the new justice mimster. She showed
no signs of shaking and looked relaxed,
chattmg and faughing with Vice Chancel-
lor Ollaf Scholz.

Asked if the chancellor would take
part in this weekend’s (G20 mecting in
Japan, the spokesman said: *Everything is
taking place as planned. The chancellor 1s
well,™ Merkel later left on a flight to
(zaka for the (G20 meeting.

Another government official told
Rewters that while Merkel attributed the

tremors on June 18 to dnnking too litle
water and too much coffee on a hot day,
Thursday s episode was more a psycho-
logical issuc as she tried desperately to
avoid a repeat.

*“The memory of the mcident last
week led to the siuation today - so (it
wias) a psychologically driven process,”™
the official sad. “There 15 nothing to
waorry about,”™ Merkel was seen shaking
when she met visiting Ukrainian President
WYolodymyrt Zelenskiy on Junc 18 but later
said she felt better after dnnking some
water. Were Merkel to be incapacitated,
Steinmeier would eppoint a cabinet min-
ister as acting chancellor until parliament
clects a new chancellor. This need not be
Scholz, a member of the Social Democ-
rats, jumor pariner in Merkel's muling

coalition.
WORK ETHIC: Merkel, in power for 14
vears, 15 renowned for her work ethic and
has a reputation for outlasting other lead-
ers at European Union summits with her
ability to focus on the details of complex
discussions deep into the night.

In the past, she has joked that she 15
a “slecp camel™ who can go days with
just a few hours of sleep as long as she
mets a full meght of shut-eve at the week-
emnd. She is due to go on holiday later in
the summer.

Merke] has loomed large on the Euro-
pean stage since 2005, helpmg guade the EL
through the curo zone crisis and opening
Germarny s doors to migrants flecng war in
the Middle East in 2015 - a move that sl
drvedes the bloc and her country.

ANKARA

AGENCIES

Twn senior figures in Turkish Pressdent™s
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling party are plan-
ming tov launch a nval poltical group this
wear, people familiar with the matier said,
a move that could further erode support
fior the country™s long-time leader on the
heels of a stingmg electoral defeat m Is-
tanbul.

Behind the breakaway plans are for-
mer deputy pnme nuimster Ali Babacan
and former president Abdullah Gul, both
founding members of Erdogan’s AK Party
(AKP), according to two political advis-
TS,

Sunday’s re-run mayoral clection de-
Irvered the sccond loss in recent months
for the AK Party (AKP) m Turkey's
larpest city, a bitter sethack for the presi-
dent who has nuled for 16 years. It has also
emboldencd critics within his own party
whao have for years hinted at plans to form
a mval party because of dissatisfaction
over Erdogan’s increasing powers over
the party and government.

With economic recession, unemployv-
ment and inflation hurting Turkish voters
and eating into the AKP’s support base,
any further erosion - even just a few per-
centage points of voter support — could be
deeply damaging for the party, which al-
ready relies on an alhance with natronal-
ists for its parl mmentary majority.

“Babacan and Gul will most likely
fiorm the party in the fall,” said one of the
adviscrs, who is close to Babacan.

The new party’s podicies would nur-
ror the early years of the AKP, the adviser
added. When the AKP was launched in
2001, it blended an Islamist-rooted out-
look with a pro-Western, democratic and
liberal market approach which enjoyed
broad popular backing.

The two men have been conssdermg
establishing the party for around six
months, but the process has been given
momentum by the AKP’s loss of Turkey's
mam citics m the March 31 munscipal
clections, said the other adviser, who is fa-
muiliar with the plans fior the new party.

He did not say how the party would
be funded but said the preparation so far
had mcluded meetings with current AKP
parhiamentarians, other polsticians and ac-
ademics.

Nerther Babacan nor Gul could be
reached for comment.

The politicians haven't publichy com-

Former allies of Turkey's Erdogan
plan rival party after Istanbul defeat

menied on the plans, but Gul broke ranks
with the AKP last month to siznal his dis-
content at the decmion to annul the inrtial
oppaositson victory m [stanbul afier a senies
of appeals from Erdogan’s party.

In a tweet, he compared the decision
to re-run the election to a 2007 constitu-

tional court ruling raising the number of

parliamentanans required to approve a
new president - which was viewed as an
attempt to obstruct his path 1o the presi-
dency.

Babacan served as economy and for-

elgn mimster in the first vears of AKP
government  before  becoming  deputy
prime munster, a role he held from 2009
to 2015, Gul was president from 2007
until 2014, when then-prame mmisier Er-
dogan moved 1o the presidency.
CAKP MONOPOLY": There are many
precedents for now parties in Turkey, m-
cluding two vears ago when disgruntled
miembers of the natonalist MHP party
broke away to form the [y (Good) Party.
It won 10% of the voée in |ast year’s par-
hamentary election.

The adviser close to Babacan sad
there was support from AKF members of
parliament for the breakavway group, with-
out specifying how mamy.

He added that he n:‘\pecn:d a few sur-
prising important supporters,” but didn’t
provide names.

It anew party 15 established, 1t could
bead to more resiznations and defections
from the AKP, breaking sis hold over a
large swathe of pious and conservative
voters, said Galip Dalay, a visiting scholar
at Orctiord University.

“The AKP"s monopoly over the con-
servative sector of soceety will be bro-
ken,” be sasd.

DRIVEN CAMPAIGNER: Erdogan has
recovered from sethacks before. In June
2015 his party faled to win an outnght
parliamentary majarty, leading to months
of stalemate before it regained & majority
in anather election just five months kater.

A relentless and dnven campaigner,
he has been at the hean of more than a
dozen successful elections. But AKP offi-
ciads have privately cnticized the way the
jparty approached both the March 31 and
June 23 elechons.

Erdogan campaigned for wecks ahead
of the March local elections, delivering up
o eight combative specches a day. He ac-
cused opponents, including the pro-Kur-
dish Peoples” Demiocratic Party (HDP), of
links to terrorism and said the vote was a
matter of survival.

The HDF denies any links to ter-
ToTiSm.

That fasled to stop the AKP losing in
the capital Ankara and Istanbul duning the
country-wide local elections im March,
leading some senior party members to say
that the tone of the campasgn had put off
many volers who were more concerned
with the cost of living and supply of local
SEIVICES.

Ahead of Sunday s re-run vote in Is-
tanbul, the AKP tried to win over Kor-
dish voters with a less confrontational
campaign, only to find that the change of
tack had angered some supporters of 1is
nationalist ally, the Nationalist Move-
ment Party (MHF),
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PM HINTS AT EXT
AMNESTY DEADLINE

BUSINESS DESK

RIME Mimister Imran Khan on Thursday
hinted at extending the deadline of the
Asset Declaration Scheme afier "an in-
crease in the demands of the publc”.

"I am considering it {exiension) because
there's a lot of pressure, and lots of people are
sayving that there s too little time left to regis-
ter,” he smd while interacting with members of
the business community on a special PTV
Mews telethon via video link. "1 will discuss
the possibality with Federal Board of Revenue
Chairman Shabbar Zaidi and Adviser to the
Prime Minister on Finance Abdul Hafeez
Shaikh over the next 48 hours.”

Prime Mimster Khan noted that leaving
things until the last minute was a Pakistam trait.
*I remember when we used to hold fundraisers
fior Shaukat Khanum (Hospital), no onc used to
buy tickets until the last day,” he recalled.

It 1s pertinent to mention that until an of-
ficial notification with regard to any cxten-
sion 15 1ssued, the deadline would remain the
same as announced earlier by the govern-
ment, i.e. June 30th.

The government's tax amnesty scheme s
aimed at whitening of undisclosed expenditures,
sales and assets, including foreign assets, at nom-

' AM CONSIDERING IT BECAUSE
THERE'S A LOT OF PRESSURE,
AND LOTS OF PEOPLE ARE
SAYING THAT THERE ISTOO
LITTLETIME LEFTTO REGISTER'

mal tax rates. It was approved by the cabinet
afier much deliberation and was announced ear-
lker this month by Adviser to the Prime Minister
on Fmance Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh.

The scheme had come into effect through a

presidential ordmance, which offered a penod of

435 doys to people for declaration of their unde-
clared asseis, expenditures, and sales along with
payment of taxes until Junc 30 this year.

The scheme has five main pillars — scope,
default surcharge, exclusions, tax rates and con-
dittons. It can be availed by all companies, asso-
ceations of persons and individuals only to
whiten their assets, expenditures and sales not
declared until June 30, 201K There 5 o provi-
sion for whiteming undeclared mmcomes, either
domestic and foreign,

Under the scheme, assets within the country

and abroad (except for real estate) can be
whitened afier paying a rate of four per cent. The
whitened cash assets will have o be kept in Pak-
1stani bank accounts.

For people wanting fo keep their whitened
maney abroad, a rate of 6pe will be charged.

For the declaration of real estate, its value
will be considered 1.5 times more than the FBR-
assigned value to bring it at par with the market
rate, Dr Shakh had saad.

The amnesty scheme also has the facility for
citizens to whiten their benami aceounts and
properties before the Benan Transaction (Pro-
hibtion) Act, 2017, 15 enforced.

The scheme was announced two days after
the government reached a staff-level agreement
with the International Monetary Fund about a
$6bn bailowt to mplement an “ambitious struc-
twral reform agenda™ over a peniod of 39 months.

In a vidco message on May 30, the pnime
minister had said that the scheme was a "chance
for [the people] to declare their benami proper-
ties and bank accounts” so they can become a
part of the tax net.

He revealed that only | per cent of the pop-
ulation pays taxes. "1pc Pakistanis are bearing
the burden of 220 million people. This is impos-
sible,” he said. "No country can serve its people
1f the citizens don't pay taxes.”

ISLAMABAD

PPl

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) has allowed the
expatriates to continue operating their bank accounts in the
country without biometric venification after proving thewr
identity as Owerscas Pakistanis in their local banks. This
was revealod by Special Assistant to the Pnme Minister on
Uwerseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development
Sayed Zulfikar Abbas Bukhar in a tweet on Thursday, He
cxpressed hope that the step would facilitate Pakistan
diaspora living across the globe. Eardier, the SBP had asked
Pakistani hanks to register their all account holders through
brometric venification in order to block fake bank accounts
and to discowrage money laundering and terror financing.

IMF hoard to approve
Pakistan hailout
package on July 3

BUSINESS DESK

The Exccutive Board of the International Monctary Fund
(IMF) wll grve final approval to the baslout package for
Pakistan on July 3. According to reports, Adviser o Prime
Mumntster on Finance and Revenue D Hafeez Shatkh wall
proceed to Washington along with his financial team to sign
an agreement with the IMF. The IMF board will approve
billion bailost package for Pakistan in three years under the
extended fund facility. Prime Mindster Imran Khan's
government and the IMF have already i principle signed a
staft agreement in this regard The government has already
fulfilled all the IMF condittons before signing of the
agreement. The government m s budget proposals for the
next financial year has added Rs357 ballion loan from the
IMF. An IMF team will visit Islamabad every three months
o review the economic indicators of the country. The
Economic Coordimation Commuittee { ECC) has given the
approval to increase the natural gas pnices, one of the
conditions of the IMF for os batlout package. The ECC
approved to hike the natural gas tantf for domestic
consumers by 190pe and on average 3 1pc for all other
categones. Mareover, fulfilling another condition of the
IME, the value of Pak rupec went above Rsl60 against the
1S dollar.

Senate body recommends tax
exemption for utility stores

ISLAMABAD
&FF

The Senate's Functional Commutice on
Problems of Less Developed Arcas in
1ts meeting on Thursday recommended
that the Unlity Stores Corporation
{USC) 1s a welfare organssation it must
be exempted from taxes.

The committee was deliberating
over the performance and chal-
lenges of USC, according to an of-
ficial statement,

USC Managing [Dhrector Omar
Lodhi informed the commuttee that the
coTporation was paying taxes worth
Rz billion annually to the Federal
Board of Revenue,

"The issucs that weigh the or-
gamsation down are taxes and Pub-
lic Procurement Regulatory
Authority (PPRA) rules, which com-
pel USC to zo for the lowest possi-
ble bidder,” he stated. "The trend of
hiring daily wage labourers is an-
other 1ssue that 15 affecting the cor-
poration, making it impossible to
nab corruption and hoarding.”

While discussing the implementa-
tion of recommendations made in the
Previous meetings, committee chair-
man Senator U'sman Khan Kakar en-
quired about the status of setting wp
mobile stores in remode arcas such as
Chitral, Musakhel, Sorab, Awaran,
Kachi, Bolan, Mastung, Achakzail,
Toba, Kakn, Qamadin, Karez,

O this, the USC managing di-
rector informed that the setting wp of

mobile stores at this point and time
would cause a further burden on the
budget, which 1s barely enough to
pay the salanes.

He sand that in the next few
months, the organisation would be m a
better position to begin this endeavowr.

e commutice encouraged the
lesporation to set up more stores m

developed arcas, especially im
Musakhel and Sheram distnet.

Omar Lodhi assured the commit-
tee that the UISC seeks expansion and
would open up a2 mew store In
Musakhel within four months. He
also informed that the criteria fol-
lowed for expansion was population
and distance.

The committee recommended that
the FBR and PPRA be summoned i
the nexd meeting so that more details of
that LISC tax may be obtamed.

The committee directed the cor-
peration that contract employees be

regularised and the recruitment
process pending for the last 5-6 vears
be completed.

It also stressed the need for a com-
putensed system across the couniry so
that USC records for inventory, stocks,
sales, purchase of products could be
maintamed and checks and balances
could be ensured.

The meeting was attended by Sen-
ator Kulsoom Parveen, Senator Sardar
Muhammad Shafig Tareen, Senator (-
anchand and senior officers from the
Mimstry for Industnes and Productions
and Utility Stores Corporatson.

Chinese envoy calls for ‘subsidising polices’ to attract investors at SEZs

ISLAMABAD

structural development,
INF provincial governments should introduce sub-

the federal and

were open for all.
"By the end of this month, onc of the mile-

Chinese Deputy Chief of Missions Zhao Lijian
on Thursday called for mtroducing "subsidising
policies” to attract the mvestors at special eco-
nomic zones {SEZs).

Zhao Lijian was heading a delegation from
the Chinese Embassy which participated m an
in-house mteractive session hosted by Islam-
abad Institute of Conflict Resolution {IICR).
The IICR chief executive welcomed and ex-
tended her gratitude to the Chinese delegation.

Later, £hao Lipan addressed the awdience
and shed insight into the China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Cornidor. He said as the second phase
of CPEC has staried with a focus on infra-

sidising policies in order to attract the in-
vestors at special economic zones.

“Another aspect which s on the CPEC
checklist 15 the development of the social sec-
tor,” he said, adding that the Chinese govern-
ment has launched a pilot project for poverty
elevation, through which a sagnificant growth
would be witnessed in the socio-economic fab-
nic of Pakistan,

Zhao expressed that there was a special
focus on the agnculture sector where the Chi-
nese government was willing to help Pakistan
with its expertise and technology.

The Chinese envoy sard that CPEC and Belt
& Road Initative were inclusive projects and

stones will be achieved with the completion of
a G60MW power plant at Thar. [ anticipate that
another power plant in Balochistan will be com-
pleted by the end of August this year”

Commenting on the trade war between Bei-
Jing and Washington, Zhao said that China has
no mtention to engage its potential and eneroy
on any sont of war with the United States. "We
want to normalise the tenswons as both countries
are mterdependent on each other.”

IICR Chairman Maj Gen Rara Muhammad
thanked Zhao for delivering an imeresting and
comprehensive session. He said that the people
of Pakistan, as well as the government, want to
see CPEC successful.

PKR plunges to Rs164.06
against US dollar

BUSINESS DESK

Pakistani Rupee (PKR) continued with its declining irend on
Thursday, as it depreciated by another Rsl.% agaimst the LS
Dwllar { LIS in interbank session, a private media house
reported. By the end of the day's trade, the value of PKR stood
at Rs164.06 per USD, as against Wednesday's closing of
Rs162.17. Within the open market, PER was traded at
Rs161/164 per USD. Meanwhile, the cwrrency gamed R=2.5
agamst the Pound Sterling, which stood at Rs208.35 per GBF,
as against the previous close of Rs205.55, On the other hand,
PER's value weakened by Rs2.3 agamst Euro, which closed at
Rs186.51 mn the nterbank market. This round of depreciation
turther weighs down Pakistan's external debt burden by
Rs199 86 ballion, which m dollar terms accounts for a $105 84
billion. Pakistan now owes external avenues a total of Rs17.36
trillion. Within the moncy market, the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) conducted an Cpen Market Operatson i which st
mopped up Rs105 billion for one day at 12.2pe.

Avanceon awarded
multimillion-doliar
contractin GCC

BUSINESS DESK

Awanceon has been
awarded a contract
fior the provision of a
statc-of-the-arnt
SCADA and busincss
mielligence-based
Diecsion Support
System (DSS) o a
leading infrastructure
& utli pany mn
the (:CC. For this crucial project, which aims to meet the
arowing demands of a water network, Avanceon will be
partnenng with the world's leading industnial software solution
providing firms. According to a notification sent to the Pakistan
Stock Exchange, Avanceon stated that the company will be
mtegrating all business and operational systems into a single
touch pomt DES. The solution will include designing,
engineenng, supphying and commssionmg of high-end real-
me SCADA system and 1ts integration with muluple support
systems such as customer management system, asset
management system, geographical information system, weather
system, buildmg management system, hyvdrauhic modelling
system, mtelligent command & communications systems and
CCTVs, A state-of-the-ant cybersecunty solution will also be
meorporated moverall network design. This project, once
fimished, will increase the handling capabiliics of the water
network. This will also help the customer in reducing operatmg
cost, optimising assct nvestment, providing rapsd incident and
CMETZENCY response, improving assct reliability and increasing
assct monttonng. The aim of this project 5 o improve
efficiency, reduce unit cost for end users and provide
uminterrupted delivery of services. The mega project is expected
to conclude by the end of 2023,
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PSX closes fourth
consecutive session in red

KARACHI

STAFF REFORT

The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PEX) continued with 1is losing
sircak for the fourth conscoutive session on Thursday, as the
indices that opened posiively soon gave into pressure o close
in the red zone. On the economic front, the Internatsonal
Monetary Fund (IMF) is scheduled to meet on Wednesday
{July 03} to consader the three-year extended fund facility of
$6 billion for Pakistan. Meanwhile, the foderal government
approved o increase gas tanffs by up o 190pe and electricity
jprices by Rs1.50 per unit to recover an additional R<334
hillion from consumers, fulfilling the remarmimg two maper
conditions. of the IMF. Moreover, the Pakistam Rupee
contimued with its downward journcy and opened the session
on Thursday at Rs164/164.35 in the mtcrbank market.
Diepleting by 567.18 pomis, the KSE-100 Index touched its
intraday low of 33 521.38. failing to find any positive triggers,
it closed lower by 314,14 points at 33,774 .42, The KMI-30
Index declined by 597.54 points toend at 53,907.03, while the
KSE All Share Index fell behind by 212 48 points, closing at
24, 876.55. The advancers to dechiners ratw stood at 129 o
156, The rading volumes contracted from 13968 mailhon m
the last session to 135.02 mullson, K-Electnie Limited {KEL -
0.48pc), Pak Elekiron Limuted (PAEL -2.40pc) and Faup
Fertilizer Bin (Jasim Limited {FFBL +{.50pc) led the volume
chart. The scripis had exchanged 24.99 mullion shares, 7.53
mullion shares and 6.4% million shares respectively. The
automohile parts and accessories sector lost -1 82pe from ns
cumulatrve market capitalization. General Tyre and Rubber
Company of Pakistan Limited (GTYR -4.%%pc) and
Baluchestan Wheels: Lmmited (BWHL -4.99pc ) touched their
lower lock, wiile Thal Limeted (THALL -1.79pc) and
Agrians Industries Limied (AGIL -1 48pe) also ended the
session m the red. The oil and gas explorations sector (-
1.500pc), tobacco sector {-1.4%pc), coment sector {-1.40pc),
cable and electrical goods sector (-1.23pe) and investment
bankmg sector {-L.21pc) all closed as losers.

Exports surge 22.9pc to
Rs2.86tr in 11 months

ISLAMABAD

APF

Exports from Pakistan, m terms of nupees, increased by 22,92
jper cent during July-May 2018-201%, compared with the
corresponding period of last year. The exponts from Pakistan
durng the peniod under review were recorded at Rs2 86
trllvon as compared to the exports of Rs2.33 tnllion dunng
the first eleven months of the last fiscal year (2017-18),
according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS). On a
year-on-vear bases, the exports from Pakistan during May
20149 increased by 24.06 per cent when compared to the
cxports of the same month of last fiscal year, The cxports
durmg May 2019 amounted to Rs306,303 mallwon as against

Rs246,907 mullion in May 2018, On a month-on-month basis,

the exports duning May 2019 increased by 3. when
compared to the exports of Rs295,541 mallon in April 2019
The main commuodities of exports duning the month under
review were knitwear (Rs39,914 mullion), readvmade
garments (Rs36,862 million), bedwear (Rs27,440 mullon),
cotton cloth (Rs24,376 million), nce (Rs20,495 million),
cotton yam {Rs135,552 million), basmati rice (Rs12,021
mullion}, towels {Rs10,570 million), fish & fish preparations
{Rs8,462 million) and made-up articles {Bs8,43% millon)

FBR BARRED FROM KEEPING
TAXPAYER'S AUDIT INFO SECRET

LAHORE
STAFF REPORT

UTTING the Federal Board of Revenue

in trouble, the Lahore High Couri on

Thursday declared unconstitutional the

FBR powers under 1A of Section 2140

of Income Tax Ordinance 2001, to keep
confidential the parameters under which the tax-
pavers are sclected for awdie.

The court also set assde all the notices issued
under sub-section 1A of section 214c to vanous
taxpayers selecied for awdit.

Justice Abid Aziz Sheikh partially allowed
all the writ petitions moved by the taxpayers
challenging the [A of section 214C of Income
Tax Ordinance 2000 by interpreting that the sad
law is a vielation of Article 10-Aand 19-A of the
Constitution of Pakistan, which guarantees the
right of a fair tnal to every citizen, besides pro-
vision of all information,

Advocate Muhammad Ajmal Khan, the
counsel of a taxpayer, argued that impugned pro-
vision of section 214C{1A) of the ordimance,
which required the board 1o keep the parameters
for selection of case for audit confidential, 15
ultra vires of the provision of articles 4, 8, 10-A,
19 and 19%-A of the constrtution.

He added that the decision of the board o
keep the parameters for audit sclection confiden-

'HOW CAN A TAXPAYER DEFEND
HIMSELF DURING THE AUDIT
PROCESS WHEN PARAMETERS
AND REASONS WILL NOT BE
DISCLOSED TO HIM?

tial 1= also aganst the law scitled by the court,

Khan argued that all the laws, including
anoon-c-Shahadat Ordinance, allowed the ac-
cused to know abowut the charges on them, but
anly the Income Tax Ordmance denied the infor-
mation under which the taxpayers get trailed.

"How can a taxpayer defend himself dur-
ing the audit process when parameters and
reasons will not be disclosed to him?" Advo-
cate Khan concluded.

MNaveed A Andrabe, an advocate for another
petitsoner, submitted that the provision of section
214C(1A) is a violation of the petitioner’s fun-
damental right of a fair trial and due process
puaranteed under Article 10-A of the Constitu-
tion. "Even the petitioner's night of business,
under Article 18 of the Constitution, has been in-
fringed as petitioners have unnocessanly been
forced into giving the details of their accounts

without any specific allegation "

The FBR. counsels on the oocasion opposed
the petitions by arguing that mere selection for
audit does not cause any actionable mjury to tae-
payers. "Submits that pmdelines for selechon of
audit are adminisirative in nature and meant ondy
for internal consumpéion of tax authoritics, there-
fore, no fundamental nght of petitioners has been
nfringed for not disclosing sard gudelines.”

The court, after hearing the detailed argu-
ments, held that the impugned orders for not dis-
closing the specific parameter applied to
petrttoners for sclection of thewr cases for audit
under section 214C of the ordinance are “de-
clared to be illegal and without Lawful autharity
and therefore set aside”™,

The court held that the impugned provision
15 comstrucd and read down to the effect that
under subsection (14) of section 214C of the or-
dinance, the board shall keep the parameters con-
fidential. However, once persons or classes of
persons are selectad for audit under section 214C
of the Ordinance, they shall be informed about
the particular risk parameter applied to them for
selectron of audit

The judegment directed the board to infiorm
the petitioners forthwith if requested by them, the
specific parameters on the basis of which ther
cases were selected for audit under section 2140
of the ordinance.

Govt urged to give clear pollcy on dollar

LAHORE

STAFF REFORT

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (LOCT) has sought a
chear policy statement from the gov-
ernment on the price of the dollar,
as heavy single-day increases
would ruin the trade and cconomic
activities, beswdes jacking up nfla-
tion to unmanageable levels,

In a statement issued on
Thursday, LCCI President Almas
Hyder said that within just two
days, the devaluation of Pakistam
Rupee has been recorded to be
over Rs7, which 1s a bad omen for

“*f

.‘;")

istan has to impont fertilizers,
food 1ems, oi1l, machinery and in-
dustrial raw mal:nal.

Almas Hyder urged the gov-
ernment, Ministry of Finance and
State Bank of Pakistan to ascer-
tain the factors weakening the
value of rupee and check the pos-
sibilities of undue speculations
end pamc buying.

"The government should take
immediate measures to arrest fur-
ther devaluation of rupee to avord
more damages to the economy,”
the LOCI president sad. "Al-
though the weaker rupee benefits
the expaorters, this benefit is neu-

&

the economy,

"Since the start of the ongoing
miomth, the rupee has been devalued
by Rsl6.41 approximately which in
turn has raed the country's exter-
nal debt by more than Rs1,400 bal-
lion,” he noted, lamenting that the
recent surge inthe value of the dod-
lar has shown that "market powers”
are playing freely.

The LCCI presadent sand that

the surge in dollar price would
badly affect the manufacturing
sector, as the price of raw material
and cost of doing business would
go up. He feared that Pakistan's
ranking i case of doing business
would sink further if remedial
measures are not taken.

He said that devaluation of
rupes would cause high inflation,
besides halting the growth by hit-

ting all the important sectors of the
economy. He said that dollar price
would lead to an increase m the 1m-
port costs as well as a hike i the
prices of petroleum products.

The LCCI president said that
the unchecked increase in the dol-

lar rates 15 multiplving the cost of

doing business and badly affect-
ing the industrial, manufacturing
and agriculiure sectors, as Pak-

tralised by the costly imporied in-
puts of the manufacturing sector,
mcluding textiles.”

LOCI Senior Vice President
Khawaja Shahzad Nasir and Vice
President Fahim-ur-Rehman Scehgal
said if the greenback continues its
upward flight, st would certainty m-
flate the import bill, besides fower-
ing the competitivensss  of
Pakistan’s business and industry.

Fitch revises down Pakistan’s GDP growth forecast to 2.7pc for FY20

‘HIGHER TAXES WILL ERODETHE PURCHASING POWER WHICH IN TURN
WOULD SLOWDOWN CONSUMPTION GROWTHTO 5.3PC’

BUSINESS DESK

Fitch Solutions, a US-based glohal rescarch house,
has revised down Pakistan's economic growth to
2.7pc for the next fiscal year 2019-20 from a previ-
ously quoted estimaie of 4pc.

Fuch Solutions, an arm of Fitch Rating Agency,
expects that Pakistan will adopt a tight monetary and
fiscal policy stance based on & condition that the
country is entering into an International Monetary
Fund {(IMF ) programme.

Consequently, this would curtail the cconomic
growth, determined Fitch, thus leading the state to
revise the GDP targets for the fiscal years 20158-19
and 2019-20 to 3.2pe and 2.7pe, respectively.

That being said, experts believe that investment
into the China-Pakistan Econome Corndor {CPEC)
will contimue to provide some support o the cconomy.

Fitch poamted out that following the agreement
on a $6 billion bailowt package to address the coun-

try’s balance of payment crises, the State Bank of

Pakistan {SBP) increased the policy rate by 150 basis
points, adding that shortly afterwards, the Mimstry
of Fmance of Pakisian also presented a budget with
the aim of tnmming Pakistan’s primary deficit to
0.6pe of GIDF in FY 1920, from 1.9pc of GDF in

FY1E/19 as per IMF's estimates,

I this regard, the report said that higher taxes
will erode the purchasing power which in turn woulbd
slowdown consumption growth to 5.3pc m FY20,
down from & 3pc in FY18.

The consumption currently stands at around 82 pe
of the GDE.

“(3ven our expectations for continued upside
PIEssUTe. on consumer prices over the coming
months, we believe that the consumers’ purchasing
power will contimue to fall over the coming maonths,
thereby weighing on consumption,” the report stated.

Intlation has been on the nse i Pakistan, in-
creasing by 9.1pc on a vearly basis in May, as com-
pared to 4.2pc in the previous vear.

“However, they haven't overlooked the possibil-
ity that some of the effect of pnice hikes wall be par-
ually offsct by the government’s populist measures,
such as providing electnicity subsidies to consumers
who wse less than 300 units of clectmncity per month.™

Following this, Fitch Solutions has also fore-
casted a government spending (around 12pc of GDP)
to slow in growth to 6.4pe in FY 1920, down from
14.2pc in FY17/18, as the couniry embarks on an
austerity drive.

“IMF bailout packages typically require countries

‘BUSINESS SENTIMENT WILL LIKELY REMAIN SUBDUED IN PAKISTAN,
LEADING TO SLOWER INVESTMENT GROWTH'

to undergo fiscal consolidation, which usually include
the IMF have agreed on focusing on tax-based meas-
ures to manage the fiscal deficst, according to media
reports, we believe that the Pakistani government wall
fall short of its ambitious revenue targets and will
likely have to cut spending tomeet the primary deficit
target of 0.6pc of GDP,” the report added.

Morcover, the report sees little improvement in
Pakistan’s net exports, which recorded a deficit of
around 11 percent of GDF in FYT7/18.

Analysts at Fiteh Solutions believe that despite
the mor ent’s efforts o expart compet-
itivencss, such as subsidising electricity and gas o
the industrial and export sectors, a global slowdown
will Iikely weigh on expaorts over the coming months,

“Dur view is for global growth to slow from
3 2pc i 2018 to 2.9pc by 2020, with growth i two
of the largest mamn export destinations, the US and
China, slowing to 2.0pc and 6.1pc respectively by
2020, from 2 9pc and 6.6pc in 2018, Morcover, we
beheve that imports could increase over the coming
months acting as a slight drag on growth.™

Criven that Pakistan's main imports are petro-
lewmn and its products (around 28pc of total imports),
nsing oil prices will likely weigh on net exports.
Fitch’s Onl and (Gas team forecasts Brent Crude oil

prices to average $T70/barrel (bbl) in 2019 and
£76/bbl in 2020, from a year-io-datc average of
$66.15/hbl.

In addition to this, it has been forecasied that the
impact of rising oil prices on imports will be exacer-
bated by a weakening currency.

Following the agreement wath the IMF, the
Pakistami rupee has been devalued by more than
10pc to around Rs157/US5D, at the time of writing,
from around Rs142/USD before the agreement
took place in May,

“We believe that investment, which accounts for
approxmmately 17pc of GDP, will slow in growth to
3.1pc in FY 1920, from 3. 7pc i FY 17/18, as tighter
maonetary policy mplemented by the SBP will hkely
weigh on investment,” the report siated.

Morcover, the government has commutted to bor-
row less from the SBP as part of the IMF deal, wiich
will improve the monetary policy transmission in the
country, believed Fitch. In addition, busimess senti-
ment will likely remain subdued m Pakistan, leading
to slower mvestment growth,

“With a slowdown of manufacturing activity, we
expect to see a fall in investment appetite related o
L5M industries, such as investment i capital
zoods,” concluded Fitch Solutions.
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Will Afreen’s Sibhlings Make
Her Life More Difficult?
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¥
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which products can be useful for it.

Whether you're a beauty beginner or just

and extending up towards
your temple. Next,
give the line one
more  pass, only
this time, taper
down below your
tear duct. To fin-
wsh it off, apply a
neutral-toned lip-
stick to really let 5
your ncw graphic
goddess look
shine, baby, shine.

NOT SO PLAIN AND SIMPLE

n your élmple{a:{}'t ways that yvou're not
sure where to start, this onc's for vou, As with
all makeup looks, it's super important to stan
with a solid basc. {Think of it as your beauty
canves.) Once your foundation 1s applied,
blended, and set, start lining each lower lash-
line at the inner corner and working your way
out, following the natural curve of your eye

BY MEHAK ZAHRA

MCE agmn, Abdullah

Kadwani and Asad

ureshe brings forward

a drama highlighting

social issue with a great
story and stellar cast. Althoush
Darr Khuda Se 15 just 2 episodes
old, it has already been success-
ful to make s mark. The cast in-
cludes the Khaani-famed Sana
Javed, Imran Abbas, Qavi Khan,
Al Ansan and Kiran Hag. Whale
Imran Abbas plays a womanmizer,
Sana Javed emerges as another
strong character who holds her
roumnd.

In this week's episode, Azhar
makes a scene m front of his par-
enis after sceing Afreen come
home with her colleagwe. His
point being that girls shouldn’t
take lifi from their male col-
league. After this scenano,
Afreen quits her job, although
her parents support her. On the
other hand, Shahwaiz is a philan-
derer and has an eye even for her
maid. Althouzh his wife supports

ham completely, he docs not fove
her and stays with her because of
her money. Meanwhile, Afreen s
havingz a hard time dealing with
her siblings and maintaming a
crvilsed relationship with them.

For a long time, Imran Abbas
has been playing the good guy
and domg it perfectly, However,
he has nailed the evil nature of

Shahnwatz and done full justice 1o
his character. Similarly, Sana
Javed has, once again, given an
exceptional performance as a
humble but strong headed
Afreen. As the story develops,
the characters® transformation
will also progress. It will be in-
teresting to see how Afreen and
Shahwaiz’s lives collide.

EXTRA, EXTRA!

All bets are off for this next look that
marmes two of this season’s most
coveted trends: eoloured highhighter
ives, it's sull gomng strong) and
graphic, cutout liner. It might seem
over-the-top if vou're not used to
going all-out with your datly routine,
but who says you can’t give it a shot
amyway? You do vou, girl, First, as
if vou were creating a standard cat-
eve, oll a mauve-coloured liner
along each upper lashline, extending
out towards vour brow and stopping
right after your crease. Next, arch
the line i towards your nose wntil
wyou reach the inner corner of yvour
ecye. Then, using a flat synthetic
brush or small domed brush, lightly
butf in a loose holographic shadow
to fill in the shape on your upper lid.
Drape the same highlighter formula
along your upper checkbones, the
bridge of vour nose, and wvour
Copid’s bow.

F.cep scrollimg fo see tips and eyvelin-
75 to create your next graphic look!

PAKISTAN TODAY

GRAPHICEYELINER: HOW TO PULL OFF
THIS SEASON'S COOLEST BEAUTY TREND

While we love a winged eyeliner makeup ook, the latest makeup trend has us swapping
our go-to eyeliner technigues for something that's a little more out-of-the=-box. We're
talking about graphic eyeliner. This trend involves getting c
think geometric shapes and striking colors. Want to try the graphic eyefiner trend out for
yourself? Keep reading to find out how to pull off this season’s coolest beauty trend and

tive with your i

WITH FLYING COLOURS

S0 now that we've covered the entry-level version,
let's kick it wp a notch for those of vou who aren't
afraid of a little colour. Expenimenting with colour
and shape isa fun way to play up vour eyes without
going too out-of-the-box. Plus, the negative-space
look 15 a major trend right now, so itf's a win-win.
Starting at the outer crease of each eye, roll the
limer out and up towards the edge of your brow —
stopping night above your crease to arch the line in
towards yvour nose. Next, leave
about a 1/2-inch gap, and
continue on the same
htpnth‘ curving down bo-
Q(( wards your inmer cye.
_;| Once you've reached
the level of your tear
duct, connect the
curved lime to vour wa-
terline. Finesh the look
with a pink-hued lip-
stick, and skip the mas-
cara this one time.

50501

TRY USING A FELT-TIPPED PEN
T ———

Invest m a good feli-tipped liqguid Imer. Bodyography's nontoocc
formula from On Point Liquid Liner gives the most precise line
every single time. And it stays put as well.

Bodyography On Point Liquid Liner Pen $17

APPLY WHITE EYELINER FIRST

£ A ternfic way to get a smooth and perfectly placed
line 1s to map out the shape with a white eyeliner pen-
cil beforchand. Once it looks good, go over it with a
gel or hquud liner,
Cargo Texasliner Liquid Eyeliner $20

CHANGE YOUR VIEWPOINT

Most women apply eyeliner looking straight mto the
mirror, this leads to crooked lines, gaps between liner
and lash line, and an overall sloppy look. Try looking
down into a murror instead; this way, you will make
sure your liner 15 as close to the lashes as possible.
Estée Lauder Double Wear Zero-Smudge Liguid
Eyeliner $26

Kabir Singh Box Office: Shahid
Kapoor & Team Earn 100% Returns
Before Week 1

Shalud Kapoor & Kiara Advani’s Kabir Singh 15 smashing
records at the box office and how! The movie which released
last Friday has already crossed the 100 crore mark and looks like
there’s no stopping to it amytime soon. The result of it all 15 that
the Sandeep Reddy Vanga drectorial has already gained 100%%
returns of nvestiments and here’s all you need to know about it

Till Thursday, 1.e, Day 6 of the Kabir Singh, it has
raked in collections in massive numbers of 120,81 crores.
Made on a budget of 60 crores, this means that the movie
has already made 101.35% RO (Returns OF Investments),
Gioing by our traditional formula, the amount of ROI here
will be 60.81 crores.

Shahid and team are mdeed entering the list of Profitable
Films Of 2019 like a boss! The movie has already gained the
“hat” verdict for nself. o far two movies have made ft to the
profit zone, Take a look!

On Completing 27 ‘Awesome' Years In
Bollywood, Shah Rukh Khan Thanks
Fans In A Special Way

Shah Rukh Khan completed 27 years in Bolhywood and on s
special day, the 53-year-old actor shared a special video on has
Twatter profile. In the video, SRK not only thanked his fans for
their love, he also came niding a motorcycle, just the way he did
m his debut film Deewana. The Raj Kanwar-directed film,
which clocked 27 years on Tucsday also marked SRK's debuot
m the Hindi film mdustry. SRK captioned the video: "Thank
wiou fior the awesome 27 years evervbody and Thank you Sharad
for the bikes.™ The video begins with a visual of SRK nding a
bike and m the |ster section of the video, he addresses his fans,
The actor can be scen dressed m a white sweatshirt and a par
of black trousers. In the video, Shah Rukh Khan addresses his
fans and says, "1 want to say a big thank vou for completing 27
vears in the Hindi film cimema, which is exactly half'my lifetme
on Earth, I've been trymg to entertain vou for that many years
and sometimes | have succeeded and many times [ have fasled.

+ cMm K

Billy Drago Dies: Hollywood ‘Bad
Guy’ Character Actor Was 73

Billy Drago, a character actor whose best-known roles were as
Hollywood villains, has died. He passed on Monday, June 24
in Los Angeles, according to his publicity firm. No cause of
death was given.

Bomn Willam Eugene Burmows Jr, Drago appeaned in more
than 100 film and television roles. His most well-known roles were
s hitman Frank Mat in Bnan De Palma’s 1987 film The Untouch-
ables and as the Demon of Fear Barbas m TV's Charmed.

A wersatile character actor whose career spanned four
decades, Drago worked with Clint Eastwood, Michael Jackson,
Chuck MNorms and Takashi Mike, among others. Hiz diverse
roles spanned action, comedy and horror films, television se-
rics, and music videos.

Drago was bom July 18, 1946 in Hugoton, Kansas, He
began his carcer in Kansas radio, first as an Associated Press
journalist, then as host of his own highly-rated program. A stint
with & touring theater group, along with acclaimed performances
n Mew York Uy, paved the way for lus armval m Hollywood.
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PRESSURE OFF AS OSAKA HOPES
FOR BETTER WIMBLEDON FORTUNE

'WIMBLEDON

AGEMCIES

ITH the burden of
being world number
one  lifted, Naomi
Ozakn will set her
=ights on Wimbledon,
buoyed by the support of Roger Federer
and praying for a decent draw this year.

The 21-year-old Japancse star saw
her hopes of a third consecutive Grand
Slam title end m a disparsting third round
exit at Roland Garros,

She admitted that loss to Katerina
Simiakova, ranked 42 at the time, was
"the best thing that cowld have hap-
pened” for a plaver so uncomfortable in
the spothght.

Since then, she has lost her top rank-
ing and will head into Wimbledon mext
week seeded at number two.

Osaka could not be more thrlled.

"During my cntire clay scason, it
kind of mattered and it showed because
I was kind of stressed out the entire

time,” she said when asked about the in-
tense scrutiny which came with being
the world's top player who was hunting
a Pans utle to add to her US and Aus-
tralian ODpen crowns.

"MNow, I'm just kind of having fun.
I'm kind of chifling.”

At the French Open, Osaka com-
plained that the pressures she faced were
causing her to suffer constant headaches,
stress and fatigue.

However, when the Wimbledon
draw is made en Friday, more headaches
could be on the way.,

Her last twio trips to the All England
Club have ended in back-to-back third
round losses agminst players at ease on
Erass courts,

In 2017, she was dcfeated by five-
time champion Venus Williams who
went on to reach the final.

Last vear, she fell to eventual cham-

pion Anzeligue Kerber with Osaka col-
lecting  just six
German on Centre Court.

cames aganst the

Dsaka has just ome win on grass this

summer although she did make the semi-
finals in Nottingham last vear, losing to
Ashleigh Barty, the Australian who has
since taken her world top ranking.

"You know, grass, I'm not really that

comforiable with it,” admtted (saka,
who said the challenges lefi her "scream-
mg mside” during her win in Birming-

ham against Mana Sakkan last week.

"It's yust really different to every-
thing | have playved on. As a Little kid, I
never played on grass.”

It has been a roller-coaster first half
of 2019 for Osaka.

Since winning the Australian Open,
she split with coach Sascha Bajin and
has yet to make another final.

However, she has powerful support
mn the shape of 20-time major winner
Federer who faced simalar bouts of fluc-
tuating form and self~doubt in his carly
vears, especially after winning a first
Slam at Wimbledon in 2003,

"After that I also didn't win every-
thing, From having nothing to lose it
suddenly changes, everyone now feels
like it’s an amazing win to beat you,”
said the eight-time Wimbledon cham-

pion.
"She has a head start with her two
Lirand Slams. Now she's done if, she

kmows she can do it again, | think she's
doing pretty well. You can't win every
week, nobody does that.”

Rooney smashes
winning goal
from inside his
own half

LONDON
BAGEMCIES

Wayne Rooney scored a sensational
moal with a blast from his own half for
his US club DC United that tnggered
social media storm of applause across
the globe on Thursday.

His "goal of the seasor” lifted United to
a 1-0 victory over Orlando Crty on
Wednesday and saw the veteran former
England striker dance an excited Iittle
g

The ex-Manchester United star ham-
mered a 68-yvard stnke over the head of
Urlando goalkeeper Bnan Rowe and
into the back of the net in the 10th
minute.

"I thought 1t was nice and it was special
to score the goal this evenimg,” Rooney
told the DC United web site,

Rooney was the most advanced DO
Uimited player as his team defended
depth. When the ball was hoofied clear,
two Crty men converged but only de-
flected 1t into Rooney's path.

Facing the Orlande goal and with the
ball bouncing in front of him, Rooney
saw Rowe was out of his 18 vard booc
and smashed a first-time shot.

As the ball swerved and dipped aver
the despamng goalkeeper, Rooney
broke into & brict dance. He spread his
arms wide in oclebration as the ball
curled inside the near post for one of
Major League Soccer’s goals of the
year,

"It's something that P've practised so
many times,” Rooney said, "Different
managers and teammates are, like, why
are you practising this, you won't score
from this position, but for nights like
tomight that's why [ do practise "

The traming had paid off in the past. In
2017, Roaney rifled a shot past Joe
Hart from his own half for Everton
against West Ham. In 2014, Rooney
lobbed a goal from just inside the op-
position half for Manchester United,
also against Wiest Ham.

The DC United stars zoal sparked a
Tweet-storm of applause across the
world and drew attention back m
Britain where Rooney's former Man-
chester United team mate Rio Ferds-
nand woke up, saw the video and
retweeted it along wrth the comment
"Morming Wazza..,” and a stnng of
cmoticons,

Rooney, along with former Manchester
United players Zlatan Ihrahimovec,
Bastian Schweinsteiger and Nani, =
part of the July MLS All-5tar exhibi-
tion squad to face Atletico Madnd in
Orlando on July 31.

Salah sends Egypt into Cup of Nations last 16

AGENCIES

Mohamed Salah scored his first goal
of the Africa Cup of Nations as hosts
Egvpt secured a place in the last 16 on
Wednesday with a 2-0 win over the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Ahmed Elmohamady prodded
Egypt ahcad on 25 munuies after a
wicked Salah cross and the Liverpool
star slammed in a second shortly be-
fore half-time to spark frenzied cele-
brations at a packed Caro
International Stadium.

Record seven-time champeons
Egypt rode therr luck at times as DR
Congo twice struck the crossbar in the
first half but the Group A leaders held
firm to poin Nigeria as the furst tcams
through to the knockout phase.

Egypt overcame the distraction of
Amr Warda being banished from the
squad earlier in the day over mounting
sexual hamssment allegations. The
claims surfaced earlier this week on
socal media platiorms.  Multiple
women posted sereenshots and testi-
monies of Warda's alleged lewd com-

ments. "] think the team s strong and
the squad 15 strong but we are not
happy to lose a member of our family,”
said coach Javier Aguirre. "The team
focused miore on our maich and played
the 90 minutes 1n a serious manner. 1
don't think the Egyptian team wall be
affected by the absence of anyone.”
Mexican Aguirre ficlded the same
sude that defeated Zimbabwe 1-0, with
centre-back Ahmed Hegazy sporting a
mask after breaking his nose in the
opening game of the toumament.

Salah was guilty of missing a hai-
ful of chances m the curtam-raiser and
this season's Premier League joimnt top
scorer again threatened inside five
minutes here when an interception
broke his way only for the E
skew wide under pressure.

After four days of small crowds,
another capacity 75,000 crowd turned
out to cheer on the hosts in the capital,
but they were nearly silenced when
Marcel Tisserand slammed against the
bar at a corner.

"We need four more
players', says Bayern
coach Kovac

MUNICH

ptuan to

BAGEMCIES

Bayern Munich coach Miko Kovac has de-
manded that the club sign four new play-
ers as they rejuvenate their squad ahead of
next season, Kicker magazine reported
Thursday.

The 28-time Bundesliga winners are un-
derzoing a major squad overhaul, and sev-
eral semeor players have left this year.
Veterans Arjen Robben, Franck Ribery and
Rafinha went at the end of last scason, and
defender Mats Hummels 15 set to make a
3 million euro return to Borussia Dort-
mund. Real Madnid loanee James Ro-
driguez will also quit Munich after the
club deceded not to sign the Colombean on
a permanent deal. The departures have lefi
Bayern with a squad of just 17 players.
"We can't do much with 17 players. We
nced 19 really,” Kovac told Kicker.

With defender Jerome Boateng and mad-
fielder Renato Sanches also expected to
leave ahead of next season, Bavern need to
sign several players if they are to reach
that mark.,

Federer was 'great draw' on 1999 Wimbledon
debut, says legend's first ever opponent

AGENCES

The 17-vear-old youth on the other side
of the Wimbledon net looked like an casy
match-up for Jin Novak, but the five-set-
ter made the grizzled Crech rethink the
man who would become "exceptional and
an icon”.

Movak could breathe a sigh of relief
as the scorchoard said he had beaten a
certain Roger Federer of Switzerland 6-
3, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 after two hours and
18 menutes m the first round m 1999,

Federer made his Wimbledon debut
that day 20 vears ago but few magined
that the youngster would eventually goon
to be widely regarded as the greatest
player of all tme.

"I was m the top 100, I had no prob-
lem gqualifying for Wimbledon and I
played against Roger who was a junior
and a wild card,” Novak told AFP.

"I was thinkmg - what a great draw,
1 wasn't ton good on grass so [ thought
this was a good chance to win a match,”
added Novak, who was 24 at the time.

He bowed out of that edition of Wim-
bledon i the second round, seen off by
Amencan Todd Martin in straight sets,

1 A "

and was never to make it past the third

round at the All England Cluh.
Federer, the world junior number one

in 1999 but 103 mn the ATP rankmgs dur-

ing Wimbledon, crashed out in round onc

in three of his first four appearances at the
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]

tournament. However, he made people st
up and take notice when he famousky
knocked out Pete Sampras on his way to
the 2001 quarter-finals,

Federer then won five Wimbledon ti-

tles in a row, and eight overall, his last

comimg i 2017,

"1 thought he wasn't bad but during
the match 1 never thought he could
achieve what he has" saxd Novak of a
player whao has gone on to win 20 majors
and 102 tithes in total

"It was a tough moment, the grass
used to be much faster so we dudn't play
much and | didn't like that, | kept strug-
gling for rhythm.”

"Then | met him at other tourna-
ments, on concrete and clay, and 1 couwld
see he's good,” added Novak, who won
seven ATP singles titles — four on clay
and three on hardcourt — and climbed o
fifth in the world in 2002,

"In total 1 played aganst haim mne
tmmes, including finals at Gstaad and Vi-
enna when he was already the world
number one.” Movak had a speceal rela-
tronship with Federer — not because of
that Wimbledon match, but through Fed-
erer's wifi: Mirka, born in Slovaka which
formed a single country with the Czech
Republic until 1993,

"We had traimmgs together, we were
a bt closer than normal because of Mirka
and his Czech physiotherapist Pavel
Kovac,” said Novak.
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SHAMI-BUMRAH, KOHLI PUT INDIA
ONE STEP CLOSER TO SEMI-FINALS

MANCHESTER
AGENCIES

India's bowlers nullified yet another mad-
dlmg hatting performance, pounding West
Indes ntos the ground long before they
could think about amy reasonoble come-
backs. Having elected to bat, India were
kept m check by some disciplined scam
bowling from West Indies, whose wickeis
through the middle overs gave Indea thear
second consecutive bout of existential
dread surroundmg theer middle order. But
a solud 72 from Vimat Kohli, whoe became
the fastest o 20,000 nternatsonal runs in
the process, and nmely, staggered atiacks
from Hardik Pandyva and MS Dhom gave
Ind; 268, Mohammed Shami then ook
four, Jasprit Bumrah was practically un-
plavahle, and the others chipped inas West
Indics became the latest team to crash out
of semi-final contention.
Shami, the hat-tnck hero from Inde’s
last game, was at his attacking best once
asam. He had Chns Gayle swipmg to mud-
on, and followed it up by nipping a length
ball past Shai Hope's defences to hit off
stump. At 16 for 2 m seven overs, West In-
dics had seemingly already gone off the
rarls_ A laboured 35-run stand for the thard
wicket between Sumil Ambns and
Micholzs Poorman took up 12 overs and had

the required rage breach run-a-ball termtory
carly in the mmings, To this context were
thrown India’s middle-overs bowlers, with
all thewr varmbions. Hardik, Kuldeep Yaday
and Yuevendra Chahal, and West Indies
were simply outdone. Ambris was trapped
m front, Pooran holed out at long-on,
Jason Holder was expertly done in by
Chahal, dniving to a siratcgically placed
extra-cover fielder, and Carlos Brathwaite
was taken by Dhont, diving one-handed to
hus nght, on what was a below-par wicket-
keepang day fior hm.

For the miost part, Dhoni seemed to be
having a below-average batting day as
well. Coming m at No. &, afier the pro-
moted Keodar Jadhav had fallen cheaply,
Dihon had time to play in his preferred pa-
ftient style. At 140 for 4, Kohli was at the
other end - a power pair. Bui with the
prospect of Shami at No. § and more than
20 overs to play, India were forced, once
agan, to play within themselves. Dhoni,
however, straved out of hi crepse and
looked to hoick Fabian Allen over mad-
wicket m the 34th over, ondy 1o miss and

erve up on getting back. But Hope spalled
the ball, massed the stumpeng chance, and
m his 1'unk from that moment, fuled to
gather the ball and run Dhont owt as well.
It would come back to haunt his team.

But the effects of Shikhar Dhawan's
mjury were clearty still m play for Indin
When India bat well, it = usually on the
back of a big parinership for at least one
of thewr fost two wickets, With Robhat
Sharma having fallen carly, KL Rahul and
Kohli were on their way 10 settng up =uch
a stand. But for the fourth tme in five in-
nmgs, Rahul was undone by his shot sc-
liection. Having punched, dnven straight,
and pulled with control, he went across the
line tor a length ball slanting mito himy and
was bowled for 48,

To their credit, West Indies dud have
eood controd at that pomnt. All short bowl-
mg had been pumished carly on, but
Holder quickly put a stop to the hitting
with a ssmple plan - bowl an off-stump
line. He began wath two maidens, and
barely bowled a single ball m line with the
stumps during has first few overs. Kohly,
cspecially, could do lithe agamest him, and
would eventually fall to hisopposite num-
ber trying to draLone mito the leg aide
from wide outside off. In the muddle,
thaugh, 1t was Kemar Roach who reaped
the rewards.

Uncle Lasith flames the haters to fire up Sri Lanka

LONDON
AGENCIES

In Sn Lanka’s most-recent match, agamst
England, Lasith Malinga swung the ball
an average of 1.1 degrees m his opening
spell. According to Cncviz, this was the
muost swing any bowder had generated that
day by at least 30%.
first sught, Malinga's 1s an action
that seems more suited to stming a caul-
dron than moving a ball through the ar. It
15 pretty much offensive to any punst
swmg-bowling coach. Yet, when Sn
Lanla's batsmen had put up a modest
soore and needed baling out, Malinga not
only outswung his own team-mates, but
also, Mark Wood, Chrs Woakes and Ben
Stokes, who have bowled m English con-
ditsons all their lives. Outswung them by
so rnuich, 1t was practically an affront.
Creating offense, however, = just
what Malinga does. What he has long
been domg. A guick tour through hestory:
at age 23, his new blonde-tipped curds had
antagonised  board  bagwiz  Arjuna
Ranatunga Soon after, when the world
was still mde-eyeing the IPL in ifs early
wears, Malmga was an ungrateful, cash-
chasing chariatan, as amy number of talk
shows of newspaper columns had it Be-

hund closed doors, he clashed with former
bowding coach and patron samt of Sn
Lankan scam bowling, Chaminda Vaas.
Dut in the real world, fans complaimed
that he was the only Sn Lanka player re-
fusing to pose for photos or dish out an
autograph. Sports ministers, sclectors, ad-
ministrators, senior players, junior play-
ers, probably is own reflection e the
dressing room maror - Malinga has an-
gered, and has been angered by, all. Nes-
ther side has been shy about expressing,
their feclings.

‘Where other players mellowed with
age - Kumar Sangakkam less mouthy i

later years, Racky Ponting becoming al-
maost cuddly by the end of his carcer - Ma-
linga has mstead felt himself evermore
wronged by life, the universe, and every-
thing.

Since being dropped for sevem
maonths last year, he has unapologetically
become a living, breathing, slingmg ***
ot haters. You think vou can't have a
paunch and bowl fast? Check yourself.
He 1= a force n the biggest T2 franchise
toumament on the planct - his over to win
the IPL contaming five delivencs at
140kph or higher, before he slipped that
lkaller slower ball m. But then he must be

priortising [PL over commitments to his
home board, nght? Wrong. He's flying
back-and-forth between Mumbai and Sn
Lanka, winmng matches at the Wankhede
and breakimg List A reconds at Pallekele
m the space of 20 hours. His injuries, then
- surely those battle knees and screwy an-
kles won't withstand an OD workload?
Thing 15, fellow hasn't sat out a smgle Sn
Lanka match on account of imjury smce
his recall last October.

Unfriendly selection panels? He's
outlasted them. Doubting coaches” He's
stll here - they're not. Cntics? Well,
havent they been been mighty quict mithe
last fiew weeks?

At this World Cup so far, he's been
driven so completely, so unadulicratedly
by nothing but gnevance, his ire is mpos-
sible 10 miss. There once was a glorous
poy to his bowling. His four-in-four m
Guyana m 2007, was a jubilant eruption
His dismissal of Sachin Tendulkar at the
2011 World Cup prompeed a crazy, arms-
spread, exuberant nun from the bowling
creasc to square beg, in a Wankhede sta-
drum that was silenced, rather than en-
livened, by a Malinga wicket. In the past
30 days, though, Malmga has been the
World Cup's grumpaest uncle: unsmiling,
aggressive, disiant, aggressive agam.
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Babhar surpasses
idol Viratto
become second
fastestto 3000

NEWS DESK

He came, he saw, he conquered. In a must-
win fiaure for Pakistan on Wednesday,
Babar Azam walked m, displayed nerves
of steel and stayed nll the end of the chase
to send his side over the line with a soc-
wicket triumph over the unbeaten side of”
the toumament, New Zealand. Green
shirts, who were 110 for three at the
hatfway point of 25 overs, achieved the
target in final over at the loss of four wick-
ets, all credits to Babar Azam’s undefeated
and marvelous 101-run knock. “This 15 my
best innings. the wicket was difficult and
turned a log m the second half. The plan
was to go through to the end and give my
100%,” man-of-the-match, Babar, smid at
the presentaton ceremony. *“When we
started, the plan was to see out Ferguson.
But when Santner came on, the plan be-
came not to give wickets to him and cowver
up later when the fast bowlers come on,
The fans support us here in Birmingham,
it’s great,”™ As Pakistan kept their hopes to
reach the semis alive, Twitterati took to the
socml media platfiorm to express their hap-
piness and, obviously, to compare the
young great Babar with his Indsan wdol,

ture, the growing legend took to Twitter to
dedicate his ton to “SoniDharti (mother-
land)”. Prime Mmster Imran Khan, 5
cncket legend himself, lauded the cncket
team, especially the man of the moment,
Bahar, for “a great comeback™

1992 all over again as Pakistan take identical World Cup route

LOKDON

AGENCIES

Twenty-seven vears and a generation apart,
Pakistan’s World C up bears ¢ strikimg similar-
ities with their 1992 campaign — when they
started slowly but ended op hifting the trophy
in Melbournc.,

An identical sequence of wins and losses
and other eerie parallels have struck a chord
with milhons of fans who believe that Pak-
istan could be set to come out on top once
again.

In both World Cups, Pakistan started with
a one-sided defeat to the West Indies, before
recovering to win their sccond game —
against Zimbabwe i 1992, and England this
time around. At both tournaments, their third
game was ramed off and they then went on
o Ior.e their next two games and win the fol-
lomving twa,

Not only that, but the final win m both se-
guences was against New Zealand, who were
unbeaten i both 1992 and 2019 until they
ran mto Pakistan,

“It was zame, the same sequence of re-
sults, points and then we wanted Australia to

beat the West Indies for us to qualify,” said
legendary fast bowler Wasim Akram, who
played for Pakistan in 1992,

“Then also we beat New Zealand —who
was unbeaten then too. A lot of similanites, 1
hope the end result is also similar now and
we win the World Cup,” said Wasim, now a
TV commentator.

In another similarty, Wasim was the
leading wicket-taker in 1992 with 18 and an-
other Pakistan left-arm pacer, Mohammad
Amur, 15 second on the bowler’s chart with 16
s0 far.

“1 am not sure if players are following all
these [discussions] but this should motivate
them,™ said Wasim,

But Pakistan skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed
played down any parallels with 1992,

“That’s history but after we won against
MNew Zealand someone told me that even in
1992 we chased down New Fealand’s target
with five balls to spare,” said Sarfaraz, whose
team reached their 238-run target in 49.1
overs on Wednesday.

Fans are now hoping that the similanties
don’t end there, and even that they continue
beyond the World Cup.
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NA UNANIMOUSLY PASSES
DEFENCE BUDGET

DEMAND OF GRANTS APPROVED |RUCKUS MARS BUDGET
SESSION ASSHEHBAZ CALLS | PREVIOUS GOVTS FOR

FOR POWER DIVISION AND
PETROLEUM DIVISION

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REPORT

HE National Assembly (MNA)

on Thursday rejected 323 cut

muotions presented by the op-

position while passing the

Rsl.163 tnllion defence
budget without any objcctions.

Munister of State for Revenue Ham-
mad Azhar presented Demands of
Grants worth Rs227.15 billion and
Rs25.62 hillion for the Power Division
and Petroleum Division respectively,
which were accepted by the House.

Meamwhile, ruckus marred the ses-
sion when Leader of the Opposition
Shehbaz Shanf called Imran Khan a
“selected” premier despite the usage of
the word being barred in the House.
Speaker Asad Oarser subsequenthy ex-
punged the word from Shehbaz's
speech but the opposition leader contin-
ved using the word whale critcising the
premicr for the hike in inflation and re-
cent devaluation of the rupee.

The speaker directed the media to
avoud reporting the expunged words
from the proceedings. (thjecting to Fed-
cral Mimister for Power Omar Ayub
Khan's statement about the previous
Pakestan Mushm League-Nawaz | PML-

IMRAN 'SELECTED' PREMIER

N} government abandoning renewable
energy projects to accommodate expen-
sive Liguefied Natural Gas {(LMNG)
plants, the opposition leader challenged
the factuality of has statement.

While criticising the previous
regimes on the floor of the House,
Omar had sasd that the incumbent gov-
emment paid Rs100 in electneity dues
of Prime Mmmster Office which had
been accumulated over the last five
years. He sawd that the Pakistan
Tehreck-c-Insaf (PTI) government is
paving the price for the “wrong paoli-
cies” of the previous governmenis and
blamed them for the worsening eco-
NOMmIC SHuation.

He saud that the government has de-
cided agamst renewmg agreemenis with

OMAR AYUB CRITICISES

CURRENT ECONOMICCRISIS

mdependent power producers as there
1= an extra burden of Rs200 tillion on
the natwonal exchequer.

The minister said that the previous
PML-M government had only focused
on winning clections which is why it
did not take action against power
thieves during its last year. “We regis-
tered 30,000 First Information Reports
(FIR} against power thieves and took
action agamst 500 officials who were
actively supporting it,” he sard, adding
that the mcumbent governmment is
“clearing the landmines laid by previ-
ous governments". He saud that the PTI
government had revived 250 renewable
energy projects which were blocked by
the previous governments,

Rejecting the allegations agamst his

government, former premicr Shahid
Khagan Abbasi said that the PML-N
government did not increase gas prices
and today the country was facing an un-
precedented increase in gas prices.
“There was surplus clecincity and gas
m the country during the PML-N
tenure,” he claimed, adding that the
main isswe facing the power sector is
power losses. “The word is that the in-
cumbent government wants 1o shift the
head office of the department to Islam-
abad but these measures will not re-
solve the problems,™ he added.

Simular sentiments were echoed by
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) MNA
Abdul Qadir Patel who sasd that Mm-
istry of Energy should renamed to Min-
istry of Price Hikes, adding that the
budget proposed by the government will
only add to the misenes of the people.

PML-N lcader Khawaja Asif op-
posed the capacity payment clause m
the renewable agreements with the m-
dependent power producers. He sad
that most of these contracts are ncaring
their expiration date and this clavse
should be excluded duning the renewnl
process. “We are paying them a huge
amount on account of this without get-
ting clectricity,” he said.

PPF MMNA Syed Naveed (Qamar
criticised the government for the gas
price hike and added that former finance
munister Asad Umar had facilitated the
expert sector by giving them conces-
stons but the current finance regimee has
withdrawn that support, He questioned
whether the government wants to shut
down the industrics of the country.

He also asked the MA speaker to
1ssue the production orders of Pashtun
Tahaffuz Movement {PTM) MNAs Ali
Wazir and Mohsin Dawar, saymg that
the budget would not have legitimacy
until they are present in the House. The
demand was backed by PML-N's Bar-
Jees Tahir, who sawd that the speaker
should immediately issue the produoc-
tron orders of the detained MNAs.

ISLAMABAD

FIVE MORE POLIO
CASES DETECTED

PM Imran denies violating ECP
code of conduct during Ghotki visit

the ECP to withdraw the show-cause

ap@

The National Emergency Operations Centre
(NEOC) for Polio Eradication on Thursday
confirmed that five more polio cases had
been detected in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
{KP). Two cases had been found n Bannu,
two from Torkham and one from North
Wazinstan, Prime Minster's Focal Person
on Pelio Babar Bin Atta smid in a statement.
He said that a fake drama was created
against polio vaccine in Peshawar and
advised the parents 1o avond considermg
any such propaganda aganst polio vaccine
and vaccinate their children to protect them
from polo vires. He said that due to this
fake drama, some parenis of far-flung arcas
were reluctant to vaccmate their children.
He wrged polio workers and provincial
health officials o pay special focus on far-
flung areas of KP and asked the provinee to
utilize all resources 1o eradicate polio.

He said despite the significant
achievements of the programme, the
cunning polic-virus was still surviving and
find a way for its survival, therefore
special iImmunization campaign was
planned in all core reservoirs to kil the
wild polio virus forever.

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPORT

Prime Minmister Imran Khan on
Thursday told the Election Commis-
=zion of Pakistan (ECP) that he had
mot violated any provisions of the
commussion’s code of conduct by
visiting Ghotk ahead of the NA-205
by-election next month.

According to Para 17({b) of the
ECP code of conduct, noe member of
parliament can visit a constituency
where by-clections are scheduled
after the dates for the election have
been notified.

The response to the ECP’s show
causc notice submitted through hes
counsel, Babar Awan, stated that ot
was a “matter of public record” that
a member of the federal cabinet,
mumister for narcotics control Al
Mohammad Mahar, had passed
away and the prime minister had vis-
ited his family in Ghotki on June 19
to condole the minister’s demise. It
was Mahar's death which had neces-
sitated the by-clection for the NA-
205 seat. By-clections on the seat are

scheduled to take place on July 18
“Chur chent (the prime munister)
has not participated in any political
programme or a mectingfrally mor he
made any political statement [or]
press talk which iz a proof of the fact
that Pakistan Tchreek-i-Insaf has
deep respect for the electoral laws
and code of conduct,™ the reply said.
It noted that Para 17(b) of the
ECP code of conduct forbids parlia-
mentanans and public office holders
from participating m ihe clection
campaign many manner after the an-
nouncement of the schedule but that
i “does not bar religious visit fior con-
dolence™ and the prime minister “has
not participated i the clection cam-
paign in any manner, whatsoever™.
The reply termed as “malicious,
scandalous and baseless™ the com-
plaint filed by a candidate agamst the
prime mimisier’s visit, alleging that
the candidate was attempting to “il-
legally influence the election cam-
paign in hus favour by bringing the
name of prime mimnster of Pakistan in
the local dirty politics of his party™,
The premuer s counsel requested

notice issucd to us client for being
“musconceived and without any
legal justification and reason™.

According to the reply, Prme
Minister Imran reserves the right to
file a complamt for the nitiation of
proceedmgs agamst the complanant
“fior makmg a false and dishonest
statement™ before the ECP, It sought
a copy of the complaint and the ac-
companying affidavit for appropriaic
legal action. While in Ghotka, the
prime mmister had assured the Maher
brothers that the PPP would not be al-
lowed o nig the by-election and that
he would issue directives to the au-
thoriies concemed to cnsure that.

According to the letter ssued by
the clection commission, a com-
plamt against the visit was registered
by Abdul Ban Pitafi, a candidate
from the constrtucncy.

The candidate had pointed owt
that Prime Mimister Imran’s visit to
Ghotk: was in violation of the ECP
code of conduct as the schedule for
the by-election had already been
notified.

PM directs
govtdepts to
implement
price controls

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REPORT

Prnime Minister Imran Khan on Thursday
saud that a special campaign will be
launched to ensure that government
departments improve their efficiency in
controlhng prices.

The annpuncement came via a siatement
released by the Pnime Minister's Office,
which also outlined a straiegy to implement
price controls. The nine-point sirategy
stated that a mechanism shall be devised by
all concerned stakeholders to implement
price control laws effectively from the
wholesale markets to retail shops; prime
and market comtrol committees shall be
made more effective and should take stern
actions agamst the perpetrators under law;,
field officers shall frequently visit the
wholesale markets and be present at the
time of auctions to determune realistic raies;
all the provincial secretaries shall
frequently have a surprise check in the
districts; Special Branch shall report daily
the implementation of directives to the
«chicf scerctary and the chief minster
concermned; mechanism be developed to
check unscrupulous clements which charge
disproportionate prices without sufficient
«cause; strict action shall be taken agamst
hoarding; price controd commuttees shall
notify the rates of essential commodities
regularly and the same shall be
mplemented effectively; a performance
evaluation mechanism, with reward and
punishment be developed to ensure success
of this campaign. The prime mimster has
directed that progress on the above
directions be reported to him within seven
days. “Lack of coordination amang various
stakeholders, poor
understanding/implementation and
indifferent attitude has cstablished
redundancy of these laws, thus increasing
suffening of the general public,” the PM
Office statement observed.

*“Effective implementation of local and
special laws concerning efficient service
delvery and relicf to the general public 1s
one of the prime responsiblities of field
admimstration,” it added. The FT1
government has been under mercasing
public and political pressure to rein in the
swecping price hike of utilities as well as
commodities such as gas, medicines, and
essential food items. The Economic
Coordination Commattee (ECC) of the
‘Cabinet on Wednesday approved an
mcrease n gas price and a withdrawal i
the subsidy on electricity. Resultantly, the
average increase in gas and electricity tanft
will be around 25pc and 12pe, respectively,

Trump hits out at ‘'unacceptable’ Indian tariffs ahead of G20 Summit

WASHINGTON

States and created an uncase over the depth of their se-

AGENCIES

Donald Trump on Thursday lashed out at what he called
“unaccepable”™ tanfls imposed by India as the US pres-
ident headed towards a high-stakes G20 summmat [kely

to be dominated by trade tensions,

“1 look forward to speaking with Pnime Minister
{ Narendra) Modi about the fact that India, for years hav-
g put very high Tanifs against the United States, just
recently mcreased the Tanffs even further. This is unac-
ceptable and the Tariffs must be withdrawn! ™ tweeted the  duty
president. India slapped higher tanffz on 28 US products
following Washington s withdrawal this month of key

trade privileges for New Delhe

India’s trade mimsiry did not mmediately respond

to a Reuters email seckmg comment.

Trump’s remarks could further worsen a trade row
that has led to tit-for-tat tanffs from India and the United

curity alliance.
L

trade and investment.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who was in
MNew Delhi on Wednesday, sought to reduce height-
encd trade tension with India, promising a rencwed
focus on negotiating better ties but giving few
specifics of how they would overcome disputes over

Trump scrapped trade privileges for India under the
{ieneralised System of Preferences (GSP), under which
MNew Dellu was the biggest beneficiary that allowed
-free exports of up 1o $5.6 billion.

India mitially issued an order in June last vear to
raise import taxes as high as 120 percent on a slew of
U% iems, incensed by Washmgton's refusal to exempt
i from higher sicel and aluminum tanffs.

But New Della repeatedly delayed raising tanfis as
the two nations engaged in trade talks. Trade between
them stood at shout $142.1 billion in 2018,
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