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OATAR ANNOUNCES $3BN
INVESTMENT IN PAKISTAN

= PAKISTAN AND QATAR SIGN THREE

= QATARI FM SAYS

ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP
BETWEEN QATAR AND
PAKISTAN WILL REACH SQBN

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REPORT

ATAR 15 making %3 billion warth of

mew investmenis in Pakistan, in the
form of deposits and direct invest-
ments, said Special Assistant to Prime
Mimnister on Information and Broad-
castimg Dr Firdous Ashig Awan on Monday.

The economec parinership between Clatar
and Pakistan will reach 3%bn, Qatar News
Agency gquoted Forelgn Mimister Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thami as saying.

"The (atan-Pakistani economic partnership
will amount to $9bn. Qatar affirms its aspiration
for further development in the relations between
the two countries at all political, economic, spors
and cultural levels,” said the foreign minister.

The announcement comes a day after Qatar
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Tham
wrapped up his visit to Palistan duning which he
held a one-on-onc meeting with Prime Minister
Imran Khan. Delegation-tevel talks were also
held between the two sides.

Prime Minister’s Adviser on Finance Dr
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh thanked the Emir for "an-
nouncing $3bn in deposits and direct investments
for Pakstan and for Olatar s affirmation to further
develop relations between the two countries.”

Dr Awasn, while talking to the media,
thanked the (atar Emir and his cabinet for the
announcement. She said that this amount will
help Pakistan overcome its cconpmic challenges,
adding that Prime Minister Imran's announce-
ment o grant visa on armval for Qatan cibizens
will develop tounism sector in Pakistan.

She also hailed Oatar lifting the ban on Pak-
1stani rice, saying it was good news for rice ex-
porters and the economy of the country,
AGREEMENTS SIGNED: On ‘salulda\ fol-

MOUS ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT,

COOPERATION ON FINANCIAL

lowing the Emir's arnival, Pakistan and (Jatar
signed three memoranda of understanding
{MolUs) on trade and mvesiment and cooperation
on financial intelligence and tounsm.

The sigming of the Molls was witnessed
by Prime Mimister Imran and Qatan Emar
Sheikh Tamim.,

The Mols related to the establishment of the
Pakistan and Catar Joint Working Group on
Trade and Investment, cooperation in the field
of tourtsm and business events and cooperation
i the exchange of financial intclhgence related
0 money laundering — associated offences and
terrorism financing. The last Mol was signed
between (atar’s Financial Information Unit and
Pakistan’s Financial Monmtoring Linst.

On Sunday, President Dr Anf' Al and Emar

INTELLIGENCE, AND TOURISM

Sheikh Tanmim held wade-ranging talks, particu-
larly the Afzhan issue.

Alvi landed Oratar’s role in promaoting efforts
for peace and reconciliation in A fzhanistan, whach
was a notable contribution to regional peace.

Whle thanking the government and leader-
ship of Pakistan for the gracious invitabion and
hospitality extended to him and his entourage
during his two-day visit, the Qatan emir ac-
knowledged the sacrifices made by Pakistan in
the fight against terronsm.

Takmg note of the progress achieved m Afshan
peace talks, the two leaders agreed 0 continue
working closely for regional and stabality.

President Alvi  conferred Nishan-i-
Pakistan upon Sheikh Tamim at a special in-
vestiture ceremony,

Opp protests
selective
censorship in NA
= PPP CHIEF BILAWAL SAYS
‘PM IMRAN'S EGO HURT BY
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PPP GHALLENGES LEGALITY OF BAN
ON USING WORD ‘SELECTED' FOR PM

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REFOAT

HE Pakistan People’s Party

i{PPP) on Monday vowed to

oepposc the ban mposed by the

Mational Assembly  deputy

speaker on the use of the word
“selected” for Pnme Minister Imran
Khan.

PPP Co-Charman Asif Ali Zardari
questioned the legiimacy of the move
and smd the PPP would hold consulta-
tions with lawyers to ascertam all pos-
sible legal options,

In an informal talk wath reporters on

the issue. *“We must ascertain whether
the government even has the authority
1o impose such a ban,™ said Zardan.
Smularly, PPP Vice President Sen

ator Shermmry Rehman said the ban on the
word “sclected” was a mamifestation of
the prime minister s insccunties. “PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardar: was
the first person to use the word “se-
lected” for PM Imran. It 15 quite telling
o sec that this word has now become a
part of Imran Khan's wentity; this sn-
gle word sums up his political journcy,™
she said. She said imposing such a ban
only serves to validate the asserbion that
PM Imran was handpicked for Pak-
“If the premier

word being banned ™

The scnator also called out what she
termed the premier’s hypocrisy on the
matter. “A little while back, Imman Khan
was clapping when the word was used
[m NA] but now he 15 endorsing this
ban. It 15 amusing to sce & person [PM
Imran] who used words such as dacoits
and thieves for political opponents be
thes afraid of a word as manc as se-
lected.™ She also took a swipe at the
Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaf’s performance
im government. “If Imran’s selectors
had first helped him become a council-
lor i Mianwali mn the past, maybe Pak-
1stan would not be in the condition it 15

clection is made the prime minister of a
country,” said Rehman. The senator
concluded her remarks with a vow to
oppose the PTI-led government’s at-
tempts to stifle coticism. “They [the
government| can impose as many re-
strictions as they want, but the public
will always know that their pnime mm-
ister has been selected for the post.™
The PPP's reaction came after NA
Deputy Speaker Qasim Swri directed
MMNAS to refrain from using the word
*selected” for Prime Minister Imran
Khan. “The members of the assembly
have been elected through votes and
the house will not tolerate any insult
to them,” he said during Sunday™s NA

Tusiclay, 15 Junw, 2018

PAKISTAN, UK MILITARIES
HOLD STRATEGIC
DIALOGUE FOR BILATERAL
COOPERATION

RAWALPINDI: The militancs of Pakistan
and the United K ingdom held on Monday
delegation level strategic dalogue to discuss
geo-strateme environment and bilateral malitany
cooperation. According to the 1ISPR, Chief of
Amy Staff General (lamar Bapwa, who is m
Britamn on an officeal visat, visited the Minstry
of Defience, where he was received by UKs
Chicf of Dicfence Staff General Sir Mick Carter.
‘Un Sunday, the amy cheef along with DG
ISPR Major Cieneral Asif Ghafoor was in
attendance af the Lord’s stadnm 1o support
Palkistan cncket team in ther World Cup match
against South Afnca. The ODAS, who reached
London on June 20, last visied the UK
{Uhctober 2018, “Gen Oamar will discuss matters
of mutual mierest including evolving goo-
strategic environment, defence and sscurty,”

Monday, the former president sad all
parliamentarians should deliberate on

1stan’s highest office.
haz not been selected, then why is the

today. This 1s what happens when a per-
=zon who cannot even win a councillor’s

SEESION.

Faryal Talpurs physical remand extended till July 8

STAFF REFORT

An accountability court on Monday granted the
National Accountability Burean (MAB) 14-day
physical remand of Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) leader Faryal Talpur to investigate a cor-
ruption case. Talpur, sister of PPP Co-Chairper-
son Asif Ali Zardari, was nominated in a fake
accounts case that s being probed by NAB. 5he
was arrested by NAB on June 14 for alleged
money laundenng through fake accounts,
During the heaning, a NAB prosecutor told the
court that Talpur had admitted that she transferred
maoney to one Owais Muzaffar throwgh the ac-
counts, which are allegedly fake. The PPP leader
had told the interrogators that she "did not know”

that the accounts were fake, he zaid.

The NAB pmam.utorsald that Talpur had told
them that the Zardan Group supplied sugarcane.
The anti-cormuption watchdog said 1t had to gues-
tion Talpur regarding the statements of owners of
land where the sugarcane was being grown.

The NAB prosccutor said that it was carlier
claimed that the Omni Group had transferred pay-
ments after Zardar Group supplicd them with sug-
arcane, but in recent interrogations, Talpur had
said that she did not know which sugar mull sent
her the money. According to her, she was aware
that sugarcane had been sold but did not know
which sugar mill had bought 1.

Talpur told NAB that she had recerved pay-
ments from those who bought sugarcane, the ac-
countability  burcau's counsel said. The

anti-accountability watchdog needs to ascertam
the validity of her statement by examiming the
records, he added.

Latif Khosa, who is part of Talpur's legal team,
said that her share in the Zardarn Group was
merely one per cent. Her lawver, Faroog H. Naek,
said that she had no role in the Park Lane cormup-
tion case erther and that NAB was "mbang cvery-
thing up”. Khosa also asked why NAB was not
taking action against Aleema Khan, who was
nominated in a case pernaining to assets beyond
known means.

"Make up [whatever cases] you want,” he said
in court. "We (PPP) have been beanng this fior 20
vears."

He also demanded NAB to provide a copy of

its findmgs from Talpur's interrogation so far.

the ISPR had said last week. STAFF REPORT

FINAL NOTICE FOR ALL
NBP ACCOUNT HOLDERS

BIOMETRIC VERIFICATION

in order to facilitate the Biometric Verification of your
bank accounts, NBP branches will remain open on Saturday
(29™ June 2018) and Sunday (30" June 2019).

As per the directives of the State Bank of Pakistan
(SEP), the last date to complete Biometnc Verification
of your bank account{s) is 30 June 2019. In case of
non 8, g services will be temporarily
biocked. Therefore, all NBP account holders are requested
to immediately visit any NBP branch or selected ATMs
having facility of Biometric Venfication of account{s) to
aveid inconvenience or any service disruptions.
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repaired properly.

construction buildings.

or sewers.

SPLETIG

* Vacate dilapidated residences .
before rainy season or get them

= Don't enter or lodge in under

* Keep roofs clean, get them repaired
and ensure proper drainage.

= Don't swim or bathe in rivers or .
flood drains in rainy season.

* Don't throw garbage in flood drains

|Ensure|Precautions
[For/a)Safer;Monsoon|

Take Precautionary Measures to Safeguard

Precious Lives and Properties in Rainy Season

on ground.

shift valuables to safer places.
Follow necessary precautions to
avoid waterborne diseases.

Stay informed about weather

updates.

wires and poles.

Don't touch soaked electrical
instruments or broken wires lying

Keep children away from electrical

Residents of low-lying areas should

N

3
In case of emergency, contact your

Respective DC Office or Call

PDMA’s Helpline

1129

Provincial Disaster Management Authority

Government of the Punjab
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DEALS THAT'LL MAKE YOU FALL IN LOVE
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BOOK BETWEEN
22" APRIL 2018 - 20™ JUNE 2019

TO STAY BETWEEN
7™ MAY 2019 - 31 DEC 2019
For turther information & bookings visit
www.pchotels.com
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QATAR MAY SECURE NAWAZ'S
RELEASE: ARIF NIZAMI

LAHORE

STAFF REFORT

ETERAN joumnalist, analyst
and Pakistan Today Editor
Anf Nizami on Monday said
that {}atar may be able to bro-
ker a deal between the gow-
ernment and former premier Mawaz
Sharif, thus securing his release,
Speaking on Channel 9275 pro-
gramme “He Kya Raha Hai?', Anf
MNizami said that (atar = an old friend
of Pakistan and was previously in-
volved i secuning Mawaz's release
when former mibitary dictator General
{r) Pervez Musharmaf arresied him fol-
lowang the 1999 coup.

_|_
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ing to his daughter Marvam, he has al-
ready suffered a stroke thnice,” he said,
addmg that the emir of Qatar wants to
pay the fine to socure his release so that
he and his daughter can live in England
while Shehbar and Hamza will stay
here to run the party affaurs.

- He sard that while Prime Minister
Imran Khan has vowed to give no
amnesty to Mawaz, there have been
many instances where he did not keep
his promises, so it s possible that he
may release Nawaz duc to international

; pressure.

“The National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) chairman once said some-
thing about a deal but he mentioned
Shehbaz Shanf instcad of Nawaz
Shanf]” he added.

“

-

“When Musharrat came mto power
and detaincd Sharif, the emir of Qatar
was the first person to imitiate the
process for his release,”™ he said, adding

munister of Lebanon also aided in this
task. He also said that sources have
claimed that the recent visit of the emir
was also connected to this task. ~1 have

been todd that the process has been com-
pleted by up to 80 to 90 per cent,”™ he
zaid. “Sources have claimed that
Mawaz's health i not stable and accord-

that Saad Hann, the incumbent prime

Talking about Qatar’s decision to
invest $3 bellion n Pakistan, he sasd that
Qatar may invest another $7-8 billion
later omn.

Govt to crackdownon |
, says Azhar |

country passing through right mow,

sugar mafia

State Minister for Revenue Hammad Azhar on Mon-
osed a tax of only
Rs3.30 per kg of sugar but 1t is bemg sold at excessive
rates in the market, *The price on which the sugar 15
being sold in the market 15 high,” he =aid whaile talking
to media. He said the government has presented a bal-
anced budget in difficult economic conditions, the

day said the government has imp

After the passage of the budget, we will conduct
a survey of sugar mills with the provincial govemn-
ments, Azhar sad and added the crackdown wall be
laumched against those, who will be found involved in
hoarding the sugar, State Minister for Revenue Ham-
mad Azhar while presenting the budget in the National
Assembly, on July 11 maintained that presently sugar
was subject to sales tax at 8 percent. He stressed that
there was huge economic potential, but tax collection

IHC DECLARES
ARBITRATION
COUNCIL'S
PERMISSION
NECESSARY FOR

ISLAMABAD

STAFF REPORT

The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Monday made the consent of the

marnage. THC Justice Athar Minallah
esued the detaled verdict wiuch stated
that the approval from the Arbatrany
Council is obligatory for the husband
despite getting a go-ahead from the first
wite. According to the 1961 Muslin
Family Laws Ordinance, “the person who
performs a marriage without permission
will be punished and fined”™. Furthermore,
the mndivedual “will also be penalized for
second marnage if the Arbetration Council
does not permit it in spite of the approval
by the first wife™. The IHC also nullified
the decsion of an additsonal session judge
who released a person namely Liagat Ah
Mir in the same case. The aforementioned
person mammied Dilshad Bibi im 20011,

Mir performed a second marnage in 2003
without the consent of his first wife as
well as the Arbitration Council. He was
handed over one-month jail sentence by
an Islamabad magistrate for his offense
and was fined Rs3,000.

An addiional session judge refeased Mir
afterward on the grounds that he was a
native of Azad Kashmir. The Islamabad
High Court — after annulling the decision
—sand in its remarks that all laws are
applicable to the person who possesses the
national identity card, The THC further
directed the additional session judge to
hear the case on merit. The second
marriage 1= registered in Islamabad and
the count holds the authonty to conduct its
heanng, the 1HC declared.

Arbitration Council mandatory for second

Afghan President
Ghani to visit
Pakistan on June 27

President of
Afghamistan  Ashraf

{iham will be visiting
Pakistan on an official
two-day trip in the
coming week.

The Afghan pres-
wdent will arrive in
Pakistan on June 27.

During his offi-
cial visit, Ghani wall
hald meetings with
high-level govem-
ment functionaries.

ident would travel to
Lahore on June 28
where besides mect-
ng top officials of the
province he will also
pray at the Badshahi
Mosque.

It 15 believed that
this visit holds too
much imporance as it
15 scheduled nght
after the first Afghan
peace conference bi-
tled “Lahore Process”

Bhurban Murree,
Around 50 dele-
gates, including heads
of all Afghan political
parties and the politr-
cal adviser to Afshan
President Acshrat’
Cihani, attended this
moot. Former Afghan
warlord  Gulbuddm
Hekmatyar, senators
and members of
Afghan  parliament
were also i atten-

lower than actual
and to harmonize its rate with other items, it = pro-
posed that the sales tax rate on suzar may be increased
o 17 percent,” the state minister contmued. As a result
of this measure, the price of sugar was expected to in-
crease by Rs3.60 per kilogram.

The Afghan pres-

held on June 22 in

dance. MEWS DESK

Former IB chief records statement
in bulletproof vehicles case

ISLAMABAD

Intelhigence Bureau's {1B) former
director gencral, Afiab Sultan, on
Monday appearcd befiore the Na-
tromal  Accountability Burcau
{NAB) to record his statcment in
an mvestigation into bulletproof
vehicle case. Sultan appeared be-
fore NAB’s Rawalpind: chapter to
record his statement afier being
summoned by the anti-grafi
watchdog body. Former prime
ministers MNawaz Sharf and
Shatud Khagan Abbasi have al-
ready recorded their statement in
the case. According to the NAB
34, bulletproof vehicles were pro-
cured from Germany for the guest
of the South Asian Association for

Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
conference. The vehicles were
bought without paying import
duty, it added.

[t may be noted that last week,
the Mational Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) had decided to trans-
form  bulietproof vehicle case
nquiry into the investigation
agamst former prime mimisicrs
Mawaz Shanf and Shahid Khagan
Abbasy. The approval was given i
an anti-graft watchdog body’s ex-
ecutive board meeting chaired by
it’s chief Justice retired Javed
Igbal, at the burean’s headquarters.

Talking on the occasson, Jus-
tice (retd) Javed Igbal had said tak-
ing the mega corruption cases to
the logical conclusion is the fore-
most prionity of the burcau.

+ cM K

from this sector was Rsl8 billion which was much

tential. “To maxomeze this tax gap

TENDER NOTICE
No. 03/2019-20/PIMS

In pursuance of PPRA Rules 2004, sealed bids are invited for the under mentioned

categories from reputed firms having vast experience in the relevant fields,
registered with income Tax & Sales Tax Department if applicable and who are on
Active Taxpayers List of the Federal Board of Revenue:-

Description

01 Purchase of PACS (Hardware, Networking & Software) for
Radiology Department PIMS (IH, CH, MCH, BCS)

Tender issue venue
Tender Fee (Non-refundable)

Box, available in Purchase Department
Tender opening date and time
COR Value:-

FBR during working hours.

Website www.pims.gov.pk.

Last date for issuance of Tender Schedules
Time for submission of tender / drop in Tender

PAKISTANTODAY

NEWS

LAHORE: Pakistan Mushim League-
MNawaz {PML-N) leader Ahsan Igbal sawd
that charter of ccomomy has become
neflective due to the attitude of Pakistan
Tehreek-c-Insaf {PT1). He further said that
PML-M 15 not interested in obtaimning
Mational Reconciliation Ordinance {NRO).
He asseried that everyone i the country
knows how Imran Khan was installed
through ngged clections and f this method
mets repeated in the future, democracy waill
become a blot. “Government of Pakistan
Tehreek-c-Insaf {PT1) has sabotaged the
charter of economy,” he added. He clanfied
his party’s stance on charter of economy
and sad that PML-N will only consader it if
the government 15 senious to address the
1s5ues of GEPOSIton. STAFF REPORT

Nawaz Sharif a 'certified
corrupt’ person: Murad

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mimister for
Communication and Postal Services Murad
Saced said on Monday that the government
has gathered all the evidence regarding the
illegal and lavish spendings of the
erstwhile leaders and each penny will be
recovered from them. While addressing
members of the National Assembly in
response to PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Fardan’s remarks, he said that we all are
well aware of the kind of language used i
Mawabshah and o becoming chairman of a
party on a chit 15 considered menit then he
salutes Bilawal. He also said that former
prime minister and Pakistan Mushim
League-Nawaz { PML-N) supremo Nawaz
Sharif is a certified corrupt person.

Murad further said that a total of Rs340
million had been spent on Nawaz's
treatment, while Rs280.36 millon had
been spent on construction of Ranwind
Road. A sum of Rs1 billion had been spent
on the security of Jati Umra.

He told the session that PML-N leaders
plundered the wealth of country
mercilessly while on the other hand, PM
Irmran: is bearmg all day-to-day expenses
from his own pockel. STAFF REFORT
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et

Opening Date
& Time

24-07-2019
at 11:30 AM

Purchase Department PIMS
| Rs.500/- each per schedule
| 23-07-2019 at 01:00 PM

24-07-2019 at 11:00 AM

| 24-07-2019 at 11:30 AM

| As mentioned in Terms &
| Conditions / Tender Schedule

» Tender schedule can be obtained from Purchase Department PIMS on written
request on Letter Head Pad along with copy of Income Tax & Sales Tax
Registration Certificate if applicable and proof of Active Taxpayer List of the

» The firms will adopt Single Stage Two-Envelope Procedure as provided in the
Public Procurement Rules 2004, vide clause # 36(b).

» No tender will be received after due date & time. Incomplete, conditional and
without deposit at call bids will not be entertained.

= Tender is also available at PPRA website www.ppra.org.pk as well as at PIMS

| Executive Director . |
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14 faint after consuming
unhygienic food

NAROWAL: Yet another incident of consumption of
low-quality foods putting several lives at stake took
place mm Narowal where 14 members of a famuly
fainted after eating such food. The incident took place
in a village of Narowal were children and women were
among the 14 who fell unconscious. They were later
shified 10 a hospital where Mediweal Supritendant Dr
Latif revealed that the family had consumed *stale
food”. He added that the health condition of all af-
fected family members was “out of danger”. e

Buzdar calls for inmediate
tiraining out of rainwater

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Lisman Buzdar on
Monday said that negligence will not be tolerated in
draining out the accumulated rainwater in the province.
Buzdar has ordered the concerned departments to be on
their toes owing ram in the parts of the province. “MNo
negligence will be tolerated, officers should go in the
field to monrtor draimming out of the rainwater in order
to save people from hurdles”™, he directed. Rain in
several cities of Punjab, including Lahore, on Sunday
afternoon, provided relief to the ressdents who were
reeling under the scorching heat for the past week and
turmed the weather pleasant. Ram with gusty winds was
reported from Faisalabad, Chinot, Bhalwal, Shah Kot,
Toha Tek Smg, Mindi Ghab, Quadsbad, Daud Khel,
Chasma, Kasur, Nankana Sahib, Sangia Hill, Sahrwal
and Murree m Punjab. Pakistan Meteorological
Department has forecast rain with gusty winds at
scattered places in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmer, and

silgit Baluistan, while at isolated places in Rawalpindi,
reodha, Gujranwala, Lahore, Faisalabad, Multan,
Chan, Bahawalpur, Sahm'a!, Mirpurkhas, }:al:n
an:l Zhob divisions and Islamabad during the next 24
hours. Hot and dry weather is expected elsewhere
the country. STAFF REPORT

Opp wants to curtail
fdevelopment, says Sarwar

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Chaudhary Muhammad
Sarwar has said that every step of opposition mcluding
all parties conference 1s nothing but a hurdle in the path
of progress and prospenty. On Monday while talkmg to
different delegations, he said that Ameer e Qatar Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hammad s successful vizit to Pakistan is not
being absorbed by our political opponents. The provision
of three illion dollars to Pakistan 1= manifestation of the
trust between (atar and Pakistan. “We have firmly
decided that we shall not tolerate any conspiracy against
the peace, progress and prosperity of the natron. Allah
Federal and Provincial budgets will get passed from: the
respective assemblies very soon”, Govemnor Punjab said
that unfortunately the previous governments pard no
heed to good governance, mstitutional sutonomy and
spending on human development. They pnimanity
focused on cosmetic development and had no plan for
long term sustainable economic stability. He said that
the flawed economic policies of previous two
governments caused inflabon, unemployment and
cormeption. Mow they are diverting the attentron of
people by calling for protests and organizing all parties’
conference. They should play constructive role both
within and outside the parhament mstead of creabing
chaos and disorder. He added that parliament is a sacred
plattorm for every Pakistani where the mterests of the
people of Pakisian should be promoted and protected.
Batt unfortunately, people are witnessing what they have
been dung n the Parliament-creating chaos and
disorder. He said that PTI has come into power by the
wvotes of the people and 1t 1s stnving hard to promote and
protect the interests of the people. People of Pakistan
have complete trust in FT1 and it wall contmuoe to
maintzim this trust. oRUNE

- SAY NO TO IJRU y -
ity Stores Corporation of Pakistan (Pvi)
Zonal Office Multan

PRE-QUALIFICATION NOTICE

PRE-QUALIFICATION NOTICE FOR REGISTRATION
OF THE FLOUR MILLS FOR SUPPLY OF ATTA FOR THE
YEAR 2019-20 TO UTILITY STORES CORPORATION
OF PAKISTAN [USC).

Usiity Stores Corporabon of Pakistan imles applications. | profiles
from registesed / aperabional ! repuled Flour Mills for regstration for
supply of Atta to Uity Stores of Multan Zone, The detail of requened
decumnants, peoforma / terms and condiions | selection critenia can be
ablainad from USC Zonal Office Multan an payment of Rs. 2000/
(Two Thousand non-refundabie) fof which recespl will be provided
Without receipt the appcation will not be entartained

2. Tha application | profile for pre-gualification should reach Zonal
Office on 11-07-2018 at 11:00 a.m., which will be opened on the
same day by the Zonal Commities in the Zonal Office at 11:30 a.m.
inthe presence of the parties of their authorized represantalives.
The: Pre-qualification Malice is also svailable ol PPRA website
wiww ppra 00 phoand USC wabsiie e www.USCOOMPR. st iaas

Zonal Manager USC Multan Zone, USC Zonal Office
Multan, 1-C, Industrial Estate, Sher Shah Road, Multan

Subject:

™

Ph # 061-6537412, Fax & 061-6539412
E-mail: zmuscmultani@gmail.com

WEATHER UPDATES
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AT ETPB TEAM IN PAKPATTAN

LAHORE

SHAMAS OMER

HE land grabbers of Pakpattan opened

fire on the team of Evacuee Trust Prop-

erty Board (ETPB) while the team was

scaling the properties under illegal pos-

session of locals whereas, the local po-
lice have registered an FIR agaimnst the accused
and started mmvestipations, Pakistan Today
learned here on Monday.,

An ETPB official told this scribe, A large
peece of land in Pakpattan 15 under illegal pos-
scssion of locals who have constructed houscs
and shops there. The team planned to take action

against the occupanis but when they reached the
site and started sealing the shops and houses, a
group of people opened fire and took the team
mio their custody for almost five hours. Later,
the team called the pulme who rescued them
from the angry people.™

The official further told that police had regis-
tered an FIR; however, the FIR was registered
against only one person named Rana Ahsan Khan,
acopy of which available with Pakistan Today.

It was further learnt that newly appoinied
ETPE Charman Dr Armur Ahmed had 1ssued strict
orders to vacate illegally possessed propertics
owned by ETPB to all admimsirators of different
zomes in the country. Curren the teams are col-

lecting and making a database of all illegally pos-
sessed properties.

According to sources, “Most of the teams are
working actively agamst the illegal occupants
after the orders of the newly appointed chairman,
Batt on the other hand, the same team & also ha-
rassmg mnocent and poor people. Most of the of-
ficials in ETPB are cormupt and it is only with their
conscnt that a large people have possessed the or-
samization’s properties illegally™,

While talking to Pakistan Today, PB
Spokesperson Amur Hashmi told this scribe, “The
mentoned incident happened when our teams were
doing their work., However, despite this attemipt, our
teams are ready 1o do their work agam™.

Rain turns the weather pleasant,
leaves several areas without power

LAHORE
OMLINE

Persisicnt rain in Lahore mmundated low-lying
arcas and several neighbourhoods in most arcas of
the city remamed without electneity due to trp-
ping of more than 150 feeders.

Besides, the scattered rain broke the prolonged
heat spell in Lahore and its adjoming arcas.

Pakistan Meteorological Department { PMID)
has also predicted rain in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(K P), Kashmir and (iilgit-Baltistan.

Meighbourhoods which were hit by prolonged
power outages included Bhatta Chowk, Chawbur:,
Multan Road, Samanabad, Saddar and the adjom-
ing regions. In the recent days, it was extremely
hot in Lahore, and the scanng heat was energy-
sapping and even the wind was markedly hot
under the blazing sum.

On the other hand, Punjab Chief Minister
Usman Buzdar has issued strict directives to the
concemned depariments to remain alert, and sub-

Court seeks challan in China
bride trafficking case

FAISALABAD
STAFF REPORT

A local court on Monday extended judicial
remand of Chinese nationals in a case re-
lated to alleged fake marmages with Pak-
istani girls.

FiA had launched a crackdown against
Chinese nationals following media reports
about mistrestment and sexual explodation
of Pakistani women in China after their mar-
nage with Chmese natwonals,

The accused were presented in the court
of Judicial Magistrate Aamir Raza.

At the ouiset of the heaning, lawver of the
accused Chinese nationals said the Investi-
gation Officer (10) has failed to produce
challan m the case.

“Myv clients landed on a legal visa in Pak-
istan and doing business here,” he s

The court ordered the 10 of the case 1o

present the challan of the case on next hear-
ing of the case and extended the remand of
the accused of 14 days.

The Federal Investigatson Agency ( FIA)
had revealed that fake religion certificates
were used for marmages of Chinese crtizens
with Pakistani brides.

According to FIA officials, it was found
that the gang member compnsing of Chmese
natsonals have prepared fake religion certifi-
cates to deceive Pakistan families. [t was re-
vealed that several fake mamage registratson
certificates were also rcn:ra.h:d n concerned
Umon Councils (UCs) of Christian girts who
had marricd to the Chincse men.

Earlier, the Lahore court had rejected bail
pleas of eleven Chinese nationals m the Pak-
stami bride traffickimg case on May 16,

Judicial Magistrate Amir Raza, how-
i ever, approved the bail of their local facil-
itators — Ansar and Shavkat.

sequently the workers have been ordered to per-
form the drainage work effectively.

The administrations of the relevant depart-
ments have been directed to utilise all available re-
sources to prevent strects from flooding, and
coordmate with cach other, Officers have been told
that neghgence in the drainage works would not be
tolerated, and that they must monitor the work ac-
tively in the field instead of *sitting in thew offices”,

Traffic police have been ordered to ensure
smooth low of traffic inside the city.
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NEW MEDIA ADVERTISING
POLICY ON THE ANVIL: FIRDOUS

BFP

PECIAL Assistant to the

Prime Minister on Informa-

tion and Broadeasting Fir-

dous Ashig Awan zud on

Monday the government
would soon launch a new media adver-
t1sang policy to make it compatible with
the modern requirements.

Speaking at a meetmg of Council of
Pakistan Newspapers Editors (CPNE}
here, she sand all the stakcholders
would be consulted for preparation of
the new policy.

She said the government was tak-
Ing measures to resolve issues of the
media houses so that the media workers
were not affected and they were paid
salarics timely. The Special Assistant
said changes would be introduced n the
role of the advertising agencies.

Firdous Ashig Awan said the gov-
ernment would make cfforts to create a
comfort zone for the media industry in
order to cnsure a conducive environ-
ment for media workers,

She said that Pnime Minister Imran
Khan would come up to the expecta-
tions of the media commumity. Media
workers were close to the heart of the
prime manester and during the present
media situation he had sympathees with

them. The SAPM said that the govemn-
ment was desirous of scitlement of all
issues related to media through consul-
tatron and dialogue.

She saud that she had advised Prin-
cipal Information Officer Tahir Khush-

nood o hold consultations with media
organizations and media workers or-
ganpzations and prepare strategy for
resolution of their problems.

She said that in the past anti-PTI
campaign was launched on the media
by the previous government from pub-
Iic sector funds and ironically payment
of that media campargn would have to
be done by the present government.

She sawd that fake news was a big
challenge and media help was required
to overcome this problem.

ALVI ASSURES SUPPORT: The
CPNE delegation also called on Presi-
dent Dr Anf Alvi

Talking to delegation, Alvi sand
that his office will continue to play its
constitutional role for bringing social
change in the country. The President
expressed his strong resolve to con-
tinue his efforts to create awareness on
the most vital social issues such as
malnutriton, nfant mortality, popula-
tion growth, and women's nght to n-
heritance and he has taken all
concemed stakchelders on board in
this regard, he added.

FIA probes alleged corruption in PIA aircraft deal

KARACHI
L

The Federal Investigation Agency (FLA) has launched
an investigation into alleged corruption in buying A
310 amcraft from a US-based company i 2012 for the
Pakistan International Airlines (PLA), i was leamt on
Monday. The deal was struck by the then chairman
Pakistan Intermational Aarlimes (PLA) Chaudhry
Ahmed Mukhtar in the vear 2012 with the cost of
$30mn and $15mn additional were spent over the ren-

ovation of the arcraft.

According o the FIA, the plancs despite the
heavy amount spent on their renovation were
arounded after one year, which cost Rs5 billion losses
to the national excheguer.

Mukhtar was asked to appear before the Federal
Investigation Agency {FLA) for probe into the matter
on June 20, but he skipped. Sources said former MDY
PIA Nadeem Yousutzai has also been summoned for
the probe into the scam. On January 7, the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) had initisted a probe into

alleged corruption in the Pakistan International Air-
lines {PLA) m the wake of the Supreme Court’s order.

As per details, a T-member investigation icam of
the FIA has started probing into alleged commuption in
the national flag carrier, n the light of 10 years™ audit
report, compiled by the government’s auditors.

According to the audit report of the last 10 years,
the national entity had suffered the losses of Rs360
billion since 2008, PLA mcurred the losses of Rs28
billion i 2001, Rs36 billion in 2008, Rs43 billion in
2016, and 44 billion in 20017,

Nigerian delegation
initiatives in Punjah
LAHORE: On the mvitation of Purgab Health
Mimsier Dr Yasmeen Rashid and Punjab Health
Services Director General Dr Haroon Jahangir, 16-
member Nigenan delegation visited Health Services
D's office on Monday. Dr Saced Ghuman, Dr
Shahnaz Macem, Dr Khalid and Dr Yad Ullah were
also there, Punab Health Services Director General
Dr Haroon Jahangir bricfed the delegation about the
inittatives of the Pungab government to facilitate
maximum patients. He also bricfed about healthcare

service delivery, anti-polio campaign, universal
healih coverage, the role of donor agencics, health

budget and specially health patlc):s The Migerian
appreciated the efforts of Punjab health
minister to take initiatives to facilitate mzoemum
patients in government hospatals. Nasir Deen Usman
leaded the Migerian delegation as well. Punjab Health
Services Director General Dr Haroon Jahangir saed

on this occasion that on the directson and viswon of the
health minsster, they are making hundred per cent
effort to ensure maximum facilitation of patients.

“We are trying to ensure faciltation of pattents m
government hospatals according to the international
standards,” he said. STAFF REPORT

Hamza llnlii:s
discord in
Sharif family

LAHORE

STAFF REFORT

‘Opposition Leader in Punpab Assembly
Hamza Shehbaz on Monday rejected reports
that serious differences had surfaced in the
Sharif family over the party’s affairs.
While addressing a press conference,
Shiehbax said that the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) belongs to Nawaz
Sharif and we all follow his narmative.
“There may be differences ansing inother
but PML-N 5 united under Mawaz
Shanf,” he further said. He said that PM
Imran is a sclected PM and if this title
bothers him then he should consider
covenng his cars. While speaking on the
economy, he said that the PTI government s
completely responsible for the mess and
very soon they Il face the public’s ire.
He told media that PTI has not fulfilled
even one promise and the day they would
be able to deliver half of what PML-N
delivered in its tenure, people will start
accepting Imran a leader.

KP gout
determined to
eradicate polio: CM

FESHAWAR
STAFF REFORT

Khyber Pakhiunkima Chicf Minister
Mahmood Khan said on Monday that his
‘sovernment is determined 1o eradicate polio
from the province and s taking concrete steps
m this regard, media reported. He saud, while
chamng a high-level mecting, that strice
action would be sought against those health
officers whose performance during the anti-
polic 1 remained v. He
also directed the related suthonties 1o
convince parcnts about benetits of polio
vaccination by educating them. Special
Assistant to Frime Minister on polio Bahar
Bin Atta slso addressed the meeting and 1odd
the partscipants that government has planned
to stant special socml media campaign to
create awareness among the general public
about polio. It was finahised in the meeting
‘that no legad action would be taken agamst the
parents who refused to administer ant-polio
vaccine to thear children carlier. On June 13,
another polio case had surfaced in Shangla, a
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sources told
that with addiion of this case the total number
of reported cases i KP now stands at 20,

China-Pakistan traffickers force brides into prostitution

FAISALABAD

STAFF REPORT

At first, in her desperate calls home to her
muaither m Palastan, Matasha Masih coudd-
n't bring herself to say what they were
doing to her. All the 19-year-old would
say was that her new husband — a Cha-
nese man her family sold her off to in
marmage — was torturing her. Eventually
she broke down and told her mother the

full story, pleading with her io bring her
home. The hushand had hidden her away
m a hotel 10 a remote comer of China and
for the past weeks had been forcing her
to have sex wiath other men.

“I bought you in Pakistan™ she said
her hushand told her. *“You belong to me.
You arc my property.” Her mother furned
to the only people she knew who could
help, her small evangelical church in a
run-down slum of the Pakistani city of

Faisalabad. There, a group of panishioners
began putting together an elaborate plan
to rescue the gifd from the hotel more than
1,100 miles away. Matasha was one of
hundreds of Pakistam girls who have been
married off to Chinese men in return for
cash payments to thew familics, most of
them Chnstians, a commumnity that 1s
among the poorest of the poor in the coun-
try. The Associated Press reported previ-
ously how Christian pastors and Pakistani
and Chinese brokers work together ina lu-
crative trade, aggressively pursumng Pak-
istam gerls who are tricked mto frandulent
marriages and find themselves trapped in
China with sometimes abusive hushands.
Since then, police investigations have
uncovered that many of the women are
forced into prostitution i China. A pic-
ture of the extent of the trafficking net-
works has emerged from a senes of
arrests and raids in recent weeks by Pak-
istan’s Federal Investigation Agency, as
well as testimony from victims, many of
whom were previously too frightened 1o
come forward. The AP spoke to seven
girls who had been forced into prostitu-
tion — four of them still m China,

Families are told their daughters wall
Ibe wed to well-off businessmen and given
good hives m Chma, and the mamage trade
15 depicted as a benefit for all sides — im-
povenished parents receive money, while
Chinese men find brides in a country
where men outnumber women. But inves-
tigators arc increasingly convineed that the
majority of the girls are sold mto prostit-
o, two law enforcement officials famil-
iar with the investizations told the AP
“The girls who are mterviewed say they
were tortured”™ — using a cuphemism for

rape and forced prostitution, said one of

the officials. “They are afrmid for their
familics and for the disgust they fear they
wall feel. ... Make no mistake, this 15 tral-
ficking.™ Howcver, cven as imvestigators
are uncovering the scope of the rade, the
Pakistani government has sought to keep
it quict. Semior government officials have
ordered mvestigators to remain silent
about the trafficking because they don't
want to jeopardize Pakistan's mcreasmghy
close economic relationship with China,
the two officials said, speaking on condi-
tion of anomymity for that reason.

Beying s nvesting billions of dollars

m Pakastan as part of its Belt and Road Ine-
tiatrve, a global endeavor aimed at recon-
stituting the Silk Road and linking Chmna
to all comers of Asia. Under a 573 hillion
project known as the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Cormdor, Beijing has promsed a
sprawling package of mirastructure devel-
opment, from road construction and power
plants to agriculture, The largest compo-
nent is a 3 200-kilometer (2,000-mule) road
linking China to Pakistan’s deep-water pont
of Gwadar on the Arabian Sca.

In Pakistan, it has been hilled as a
massive development program that will
bring new prosperity to the South Asian
nation, where the average citizen lives
on just $125 a month. Since 2013, thou-
sands of Chinese have arrived in Pak-
1stan to work on a multitude of projects.
China’s ambassador to Pakistan has
gone on local television channels deny-
ing zirls are trafficked to China and sold
nto prostitution. The ssue of human
trafficking was not discussed during a
wvizit to Pakistan this month by China’s
vice president, Wang Qishan, who held
talks wath Pnime Minister Imran Khan
end Pakistan’s president.
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WAR ON THE ROCKS

CATHAL J MOLAN

O generals matter” Well, of course they

do, on some level. But do they matter as

much as miltary hastory suggests they do,

or as much as most people believe? In

thinking about generalship and outcomes
while wrniting Allure of Battle: 4 History of How
Wars Have Been Won and Lost, | was surprised to
came o the conclusion that generals matter far less
in the history of war than 1s usually represented in
traditional military history. This 15 especially truc of
those generals prased by melitary historians as ge-
niuses of maneuver wartare, Superior gencrals may
win a tactical or operational victery by overmatching
an opponcnt n a day of battle or a campaign, but in
the protracted fightmg that marks mapor wars among
modern nations and coalitions, they do not deliver
strategic VICtory.

I didn™t al“avs think that. I was impressed by
histonies of spectacular battles and brilliant cam-
paigns said o be obvious fulcrum moments i war
— the ones where a genius on horscback found a
way to mansuver past stone borders, to isolate a
plodding enemy army and defeat it in battle ona red
day or in a summer Those rare, and rarn-
fied, “Gireat Captains w‘ﬁmﬂn whose mulrtary ge-
nius stand as exemplars for all tmes and wars, and
whose close study and emulation Napoleon recom-
mended as “the only means of becoming a great cep—
tain, and of acquinng the scoret of the art of war.”
The timeless generals who changed the face of war
for our tme with & unique coup d'oeil and highly
agpressive tactics that historians and theonsis cele-
brated ever after.

We have all read the too-common histories
wherein even the failed heroic on offense beats
stoic defense every time, at least in military his-
tory’s assignment of command “genius™ to dead
generals. Histories in which ladled praise tells us
how wars should be fought in imitation of the
“reat Captains,” ancient of modern, even if wars
are lost, msicad of telling us how they are fought
by those who win.

‘Wi are all familiar with natsonalst military his-
tones in which armies are led to mass slaughier, vet
scholars declare Marlborough the finest of English
generals. Or in which Prussia is wrecked and Fred-
erick contemplates suicide, saved only by a stroke of
fortuna, vet he 15 the greatest of GGermans. We have
all perused bookshelves stacked with adulation
whercin France fights for a generation only to lose
and be lefi in runs, twice, yet an age is named by
histonans for Lows XIV and another for Napoleon.

What 1 found more interesting, more telling
about real-world outcomes, s the far greater number
of generals and armees that never tried for, or outright
aveided, the modem ideal of Clausewitzian chmactic
battle. These generals knew they could not achieve
it, or were not allowed to iry — either by nations and
empires afraid of losmg their capability to a superior
cnemy, or just to vanity in the saddle of the man in
command of their own army. More ofien, the win-
ning side in modern wars understood that the opera-
tional doctrine of the modern aggressor, offensive
maneuver warfare heading to the decisive battle, was
not sured to the policy or micrests of a status quo
power. Nor was battle-secking actually decisive in
prolonged strategic contests between great powers or
cmpircs, or opposing coalitions provoked nto exis-
tence by the opening rounds of fightmg. Tactical and
operational dexterity almaost never brought the prom-
ised strategic victory as quickly as proponents prom-
1sed, or at all. Instead, it descended into coalition war
destined to be decided by atirition, or to be fought
over and agam under different names, resuming after
gencrational to recover and rearm. Clausewstz
recognized this more limited and endless character
of real war late mn [ife, but he never resolved the clash
between history and his younger sclf’s theory and
idolatry of batthe and nt'purpor!ed “military genius.™

DO GENERALS MATTERS

| WAS SURPRISED TO COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT
GENERALS MATTER FAR LESS IN THE HISTORY OF WAR THAN IS
USUALLY REPRESENTED IN TRADITIONAL MILITARY HISTORY

Wiser leaders, less aggressive ones, the ones
more likely to win, told their armses to sit behind
stonc walls or a riverine defense, behind 18th-cen-
tury fortified frontiers, inside 19th- or 20th-century
trenches, accepting acceleration of attrition that in-
termitient battles delivered instead of decision.
They said to their gencrals, “avoid rather than seck
decisive battles. Let the aggressor recklessly smash
his legions and expend his national treasure against
my strong, defensive positions.” Winning nations
endured defeat after defeat but kept fighting, while
activating latent military resources and assembling
a grand coalition to wage a long war that hlunted
the short war delusions of the aggressive power that
started it all. They did not always win: War s too
contingent and complex o predict or perfect. But
they won far more ofien than highly offensive-
minded aggressors, deluded that in decisive open-
ing campaigns and battles of annihilation, in their
WL O tional or national gemius, lay a short-war
solution to decades of unresolved geostrategic is-
sues and ambitions,

Attrition 1s not the only reason modern wars are
won and lost. There 15 no one thing that guarantees
victory or defeat in the most complex of all human
activities. But ane deep pattemn in history 15 that vie-
ftory gocs more often to those who resist the allure of
battle, which blinds us to the decper reality of great
powcr strategic balance, and hence to the far greater
likelthood of boggmg down in long wars of attnition.
Mare wars are won by digging m and enduning, by
grinding rather than by genius, by hanging on after
imitial defieat to recover and fight the slow war that
defeats the shon-war delusion of aggressors. Defien-
sive stratcgy, and with it acecptance of the necessary
role of attrition in the final outcome, has won far
more ofien than reliance on operational brilliance.
Endurance of defeat, recovering to fight on, tapping
mio long war acceptance of attritional outcomes, has
more ofien won than lost. Attrition stymied aggres-
sors {and would- be Iiberators) who rolled the mon
dice hoping for a short war, who crossed a border
looking to win fast m a great and decisive battle or
campalgn, only to tumble thesr nation into long and
losing wars of moiling resistance.

Milstary history and theory are still burdened by
an offensive bizs. We need to better understand those
who made war within the real limits of their time
rather than secking 1o overcome and redefine war for
all nmes. Accepting the limits of onc’s cra, fighting
within its technological and cultural constraints, mat-
ters a great deal. Humility about the possibilities for
offensc and the strengths of defense matters very
much, whether what one must overcome 15 stone and
cannon, skow fortification by long sicges, or compicx
trench systems supported by modem artillery, but far
maore importantly by the activated resources and
commitied will of whole nations and empires, This
15 what ensures attrition, rather than doctrine, decides
most wars. We should look past the handful of gen-
erals who sought to impose their will or the aggres-

histonans and mulitary theonsis, governments and
gencrals, aroused mations, and people who buy
books and watch war movies. Attritton docs not
pivat war on the fulcrum of genius the way battles
too often wrongly are said to have done. We despise
it as morally vulgar, without redemptive heroism,
We fecar we will find only indecision and tragedy
without uplift or morality in the trenches and roll
calls of dead accumulating over years of brutal effor
and endurance. S0 we elevate battles to summits of
herowsm and generals {and admirals) to levels of ge-
nius that real history cannot support.

Bluntly stated, we should accept the grim reality
that victory im modern major wars was most often
achieved by mass slaughter, not by heroics or the ge-
nius of generals. Winmng at war is much harder than
winming in batile. Cannae, Austerliiz, Tannenberg,
and Kharkov were all hugely lopsided battles that
did not ensure victory inwar. Hanmibal won at Can-
nae, Napoleon won at Austerlsz, and Hitler won at
Kiev and in many other battles from 1939 to 1941,
Then all proceeded to lose the wars they started —
and catastrophucally.

While there s much herotsm i battle, usually on
all sides, there are o geniuses in modern war, And
even if there are, war 1s too complex even for a ge-
nius to control. All the rest, the parlor game of com-
paring generals” reputations, or clevation of onc
tactic {=ay, redeoat musketry over French heavy col-
umn}, descends into armehair idolatry drvorced from
real explanation of victory and defieat. This explana-
tron comes from long-term preparation for war, from
strategic capacity 10 absorb defeats and endure suf-
fering, from waging war with national resources
marshaled by modemn burcaucracy, from effective
domestic and management of morale.

Major wars are won by strategic depth and
aroused long-war resolve, whether natural 1o self-de-
fense or whipped up by the modern state. Those fac-
tors are far morc important than any general or
admiral, even elearly superior ones. Strategie depth
and rezilience are what made Rome militanlby domi-
nant for conturics, saved Tsarst Russia m 1709 and
again in 1812, sustamed France m 1914, Britain afier
1940, the Soviet Unson in 1941, and let the United
States win in the Pacific rapsdly and certainly. Mas-
sive, early defeat of an enemy s army ina great, “de-
cisive battle™ did not avail Carthage in the Punic
Wars or England m the Hundred Year’s War. Early
victones did not bring final victory to overmatched
France by 1815, Success 1n the east in 1914 did not
rescue hubristic Imperial Germany from defeat in the
west in 1918, Two years of uminterrnupted triumph by
overstretched Naz Germany from 1939 to 1941 only
delayed the foresecable catastrophe of 1945, while
making the war both then and now look mone strate-
gically even than it ever was. The spectacular success
of overrcaching Imperial Japan in the opening
months of the Pacific War did not prevent todal war
defieat across the entire military spectrum in 1943,

All these losers of major wars lost because they

sive will of their nation with clever prog for short
offensive war. If we are to understand the major fac-
tors that actually decide victory and defeat in most
modemn wars, we should study spectacular plans and
offensive doctrine less, and the capacity for en-
durance and acceptance of atrition more.

Iznored and indeed belittled in traditional mili-
tary histories are the many successful gencrals who
fought their opponents to a stalemate because de-
fense and not aggression was their mandate. Mildary
history, or at least military historians, have tended
to favor the bold, apgressive few over the more
plodding, bt oficn more successful, many. Histori-
ans oo often pointed to strings of battles as the de-
cider of wars instcad of exploring the decper
complexitics and contingencies of war, which are its
greater truths. Why s there this deep bias toward of-
fense over defense in malitary history? One reason
15 the acsthetics of war, the “lust of the cyc™ and raw
excitement that accompanics any battle. The sheer
spectacle of a grand battle seduces many mulitary

d their own operational dexterity (and
aﬂ.l:n,also lad a clamm to superior moral or even spir-
rtual virtuc), and underestimated the strength of their
cnemy s defensive capabilities and resolve. Then
they faled to overcome their opponcnts” sirategic
depth, capacity for recovery, and wallingness o ac-
cept attrition until the tide of war reversed. Winners
absorbed defeat after defieat vet kept fighting until
they overcame initial setbacks m battle to win by
more effectively mobilizing their socicties, by form-
ing defensive coalifions, by committing to drawn-out
wars of material and moral forbearance.

I suspect the decpest problem in the way of our
understanding modern war 1s very old-fashioned:
vanity, The vanity of civilian elites who make short-
term policy and call it long-term strategy. The vanity
of generals {and admirals) who implement flawed or
mept war plans knowing the means they have cannot
achicve the goals for which they reach. The vanity
of nationalists and histonans (oo often one and the
same} who misrepresent how wars actually are won

and lost, so that the old pattern repeats. But above
all, the vamity of nations and empires. All that pnde
mn our short-war eapability, our supenor moral virtue,
our sublime doctrine and the fighting quality of our
armiy {or navy, or ar force), cometh before a fall into
unplanned wars of attrition. Civilian leaders promise

too-cager publics a “short and lively™ (kurtz und
vives) war, hand off the problem to their military,
then are surprised by and lament a rough parity
amaong the great powers that conduces to protracted
war. This 15 one of the major patterns of history that
ensured long wars of attrition followed from short
war delusions, including, afier 1945, proxy gucrilla
wars of attrition.

A national policy accepting protracted war as m-
escapahble 15 not pretty or exciting, or flattening to
military chauvinisis of any country. They would
rather assume their sule’s operational or cultural or
hestorical or racial superionty to the cnemy, cleaving
to the short-war delusion, rather than reconsider
whether the goals at stake arc worth the atintional
war that 1s surcly coming. And =o the allure of battle
persists, and we all walk along the knife’s edge in the
latest ermsis of cultural vanity in the Middle East, or
Kashmur, or the Koreas, or the Strait of Hormuz, or
some as-yet undeveloped and undiscovered locale of
future crisis and war.

As | have come to admire defensive warfare
more and offensive warfare less, 1 discovered a sec-
ondary theme [aced throughout miliary history that
irks. At least since Clausewitz, the idea of “mulitary
gemus™ 15 comparably prevalent m too much malitary
theory. Too many historians point to asserted rather
than defined genms (usually in a not-so-hidden na-
tionalist form) as decisive in war instead of explam-
mg how a grven war actually was won or lost by
logistics and finance, or by advanced bureaucracy
and mobilzation of national resolve. Among malitary
professionals we have scen nearly two centuries of
cffiort to capture the sunbeam of command genius
and bottle it, from eternal “principles of war™ 1o gen-
cral staff planning and officer traming, to doctrine
based on reams of “lessons lecarned.”™ Let us leave
aside talk about military genius as it pertains to gen-
erals and decision in and by war. It 1s wrongheaded,
superficial, and ultimately distracting from what 15
far more important. We need to reassess malitary his-
tory and opcrational doctrine that can flow from it,
‘Wi need to better understand those who made war
within accepted limits, rather than always praisc
those who sought to overcome the hmitations of war
with the lives of young men, and now young women,
too, spent bike pennies to service the vamity of ther
leaders and their nations.

Will we do 1it? Two summers ago, a vanety of
senior, active duty, and highly thoughtful Amencan
officers and civilian planners gave me a formal brief-
g, | asked onc group if they would accept that, afier
the initial crushing of the Taliban and “thunder un™
mio downtown Baghdad, we arc now engaged in a
mew Thirty Years™ War of protracted attrition in the
Greater Middle East. Many heads nodded affirma-
tively. So I asked if they would accept that it could
become a Hundred Years” War. The gquestion did not
shock them, and again many in the room agreed 1t
was possible. In a smaller bricfing the next day, a
supremely competent, sharp-as-a-knife colonel de-
livered “lessons leamed™ by the LS. miltary in
Afghanistan and Irag, I rather too checkily asked:
“Have you learned any lessons™ He replied, withouwt
missing a microsecond, “We have. The politicians
have not.”

Caihal J. Nolan ieaches muilitary history ai
Boston University. His most vecent book is the 4lfure
of Banle: 4 History of How Wars Have Beew Won
and Lost fOxford University Press).

A madrasa teacher thrashed for not chanting ‘Jai Sri Ram’ in Kolkotta

COUNTERCURRENTS TEAM

In & hate crime in Kolkotta, the capiala city of
West Bengal, a madrasa teacher, twenty-year-old
Mohammad Shahrukh Haldar was thrashed by a
mob for not chanting Jai Shri Ram. Haldar a
resident of Canning, a town in south 24 Parganas
was travelling to Hoogly on Thursday afiernoon.
A group of people, assaulted and bullied him for
sporting a beard and skull cap and refusing to
chant Jai 5ri Ram.

Speaking to eMewsroom over the phone he
said, *1 had boarded the local traim from

Canning, to reach my Madarsa in Hoogly, like 1
usually do. However, on Thursday, when the
train reached Dhakuria, a lot of people boarded
chanting religrous slogans. From their attire, it
seemed like they were going to atiend some ral
and seemed to be members of Hindu Samhin. We
were seated and kept quiet. Soon we heard some
ruckus, it seemed like there was some guarrelling
on in the compartment, just next Lo Ours.
However, we little realised that it would reach
our compartment soon.™

He took a pause and then went on to narrate,
“As the train reached Bally gunge, these people

then began harassing men sporting skull caps and
hbeard. They then asked me as to why [ was sporting
a skull cap and beard. They also asked me chant Jai
Sn Ram. When | didn’t reply to their questioning,
they began assaulting me. By this ime the train
entered Park Circus. Here they pulled me along
with others towards the train and pushed us off.
Some locals came to our rescue. By the time |
narrated my ordeal the train chugged aoay. 5o, we
went to the Topsia Police station and lodged a
police complaint, following which the case has
been taken up by the GRF. However, my assailants
are vet to be traced and booked.™
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POMPEO HEADS T0
SAUDI ARABIA, UAE
FOR IRAN GRISIS TALKS

WASHINGTON

AGENCIES

1S Secretary of Siate Mike Pompeo said
Sunday he will visit Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates for talks on the cn-
si1s sparked by Iran’s downing an Ameni-

can drone.

*“We'll be talkmg with them about how
to make sure that we are all strategically
aligned and how we can build out a global

coalition™ on Iran, he sa

id.

Iran shot down a US Global Hawk
dronc on Thursday, saying it had violated
its amrspace near the strategic Strait of Hor-
muz — a clam the United States dentes.

US President Donald Trump called off
a planned retaliatory mil tary strike Freday,
sayng the response would not have been
proportionate,” with Tehran warning any
attack would see Washington’s interests

across the Middle East go up i flames.

Pompeo said he would stop in the two
countrics on his way to India, where he be-
gins a visit on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters as he left Wash-
ington, Pompeo called Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates * _gl:cat allies in the
challenge that Iran presents.™

Pompeo denounced a map that was re-
leased by Iranian Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad lavad Zanf that purported to
show a spy drone encroaching its airspace
in late May and urged media not to find it
credible

“You've seen that child-like map that
Foreign Minister Zarif put out that con-
trasts with the excellence and profession-
alism of America’s malitary and
imelligence services,” Pompeo said.

Pompen sawd that Iran's map “should
leave mo doubt in anyone’s mind about

where that unarmed vehicle was — it was
flving in international arspace.”

“We shouldn't let the lranians have

one moment where any reporter would
write that there is even a credible response
to the data set that the Americans have put
forward,” he said, accusing Iran of “sow-
ing dismformation m lots of lois of
places.”™

But Pompeo reiterated Trump's offer

of dialogue to improve relations with Iran,
which the US administration has sought to
isolate through harsh sanctions.

“We're prepared to negotiate wiath no

precondilions. They know preciscly how
to find us,”

Pompeo said.
“And | am confident that at the very

moment they re ready to truly engage with
us, we will able to begm this conversa-
teon,” be said. *
day,”

*m looking forward to the
he added.

1.5 magnitude
earthquake hits
Indonesia

JAKARTA: An carthquake of magnitude
7.5 struck ina remote arca of Ind m

AGENCIES

the Banda Sea on Monday, the US CGeo-
logical Survey (UIS€iS) said, but there
were no indtial tsunami warnings. The
quake hat at a depth of 136 miles, the
UGS said. There were no immediate re-
ports of damage or injury. The Hawan-
based Pacific Tsunami Waming Center
said in a bulletin a destructive Pacific-
wade tsunam: was not expected afier the

quake, which was imhally recorded with a

magnitude of 7.2. AGENCIES

derailment canal

kills five, injures 100

DHAKA: A passenger train derailed in
Bangladesh on Monday, killing at least
five people and injuring more than 100,

and there could be more casualtics inside

two carmages that fiell into a canal, a po-

lice officer smd. The train was crossing a

bridge on its way to the capital, Dhaka,
from the castern city of Sylhet when it
went off the rails, police supenntendemnt

Miohammad Shahjalal =aid. He said there

could be mare bodies in the camages
that were submerged in the canal, he
saud. The derailment occurned near the

Moulav Bazar district, 130 miles cast of

Dihaka AGENCIES

A Yemeni rebel attack on a ewihian air-
port in southern Saudi Arabia killed a
Synan national and wounded 21 other
civilians on Sunday, a Riyadh-led coali-
on said, m a new escalation following a
senes of strikes on the site.

The attack on Abha arrport, whach the
coalition saud left a McDonald's outlet at
the site littercd with shattered glass and
damaged 18 vehicles, comes amud spiral-
ng regional tensions with Iran.

The escalation of attacks by Iran-
aligned Huthi rebels on Saudi citics
threatens a hard-won  UN-sponsored

Hodesda, war-ravaged Yemen's maimn
conduit for humanstarian asd.

“A terronst attack by the lran-backed
Houths malitta on Abha airport ... killed
a Synian resident and wounded 21 civil-
iams,” the coaliton said in a statement
carried by the official Saudi Press

ncy.

The wounded — from Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Indim and Bangladesh — also in-
cluded three women and two children
whio had been taken to a hospatal for treat-
ment, the coaltion sad.

It did ot provide details on how the
amport was attacked, but Howthi rebels
have repeatedly struck the civilian faciliny
thes month with drones and missiles.

ceasefire deal for the Red Sca port city of

Yemeni rebel attack on Saudi
airport kills one, wounds 21

Earlier on Sunday, the rebels”™ Al-
Masirah TV said they had targeted Abha
and Jizan airports in the south of the king-
dom with drones.

The coalition did not confirm the at-
tack on Jizan airport.

Abha airport authontics sasd on Twit-
ter that air traffic had resumed and oper-
ations were running normably, without
saymg how long they were disrupted.

On June 12, a rebel mussile attack on
Abha arrport wounded 26 civilians, draw-
g promises of “stern action” from the
coalition.

Human Rights Watch denounced the
strike as an apparent “war crime”, urging
the Howthis o immediately stop all at-
tacks on civilian infrastructure in Saodi
Arabia,

The |atest raeds come amid spiraling
regional tenstons afier Washingion — a

key ally of Riyadh — accused Iran of

shooting down a IS dronc and cammying
out atiacks on oil tankers in the sirategic
Gl of Orman.

Saudi Arabaa, the Umiied Arab Enu-
rates {L/AE), Britain and the 1S, in a joing
statement published on Saudi state media
on Sunday, voiced alarm over escalating
regional tensions and the “dangers posed
b Iraman destabilizng activity™. Saud:
Arabia has repeatedhy accused Iran of sup-
plying sophisticated weapons to Houthi
rebels, a charge Tehran denies.

i

US, Tallban aim to firm

up ‘date for foreign force
exit from Afghanistan

m:m:iss

Upcoming peace talks between the
Umnited States and the Taliban will
focus on working out a timeline for
the withdrawal of U.S-led troops
from Afghanistan and on a Taliban
guarantee militants won't plot at-
tacks from Afghan soil, sources smd
on Monday.

A seventh round of talks between
the warring sides begins on Saturday
in Qatar’s capital of Doha, where
U.5. and Taliban negotiators have
been trying to hammer out & deal to
end to the 18-year-long war since
Octaber. “Dnce the timetable for for-
cign force withdrawal is announced,
them talks will automatically enter
the mext stage,™ said Sohal Shaheen,
a spokesman for the Taliban's politi-
cal office in Doha.

“We don’t nced to wait for the
completion of the withdrawal, both
withdrawal and talks can move for-
ward simultanzously.™

The focus of the talks has been a
Taliban demand for the withdrawal
of 11.5, and other foreign forces and
all.5. demand the Taliban guarantee
that Afghanistan will not be used as
a base for militant attacks.

Two othcr main issues in the
process are a ceasefire and talks be-
tween the nival Afghan sides - the in-
surgents and the Western-backed
government,

But the Taliban have long refused
to talk to the Afghan government, de-
nouncing it as foreign “puppet”, and
fighting has seen no let-up.

Two other sources with knowl-
edge of the talks said the sixth round
in May ended with unecase on both
sides, but since then mformal meet-
ing had taken place to work out what
can be agreed on.

The U5, special envoy for peace

i Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad,
has also held inf&rmal meciings “Ilh
the Taliban leadership in Doha,

“Based on my recent visits to
Afghanistan and Qatar, 1 believe all
sides want rapid progress,” Khalilzad
said on Twitter.

Khalilzad, an Afghan-born
American diplomat has been leading
the talks to secure a political settle-
ment with the hardline Islamist group
that now contrals more Afghan terr-
tory than at any time since being top-
pled m 2001 by 1.5 -led foroes.

About 20,000 forcign troops,
most of them American, are in
Afghanistan as part of a U.S.-led
NATO mission to train, assist and ad-
vise Afzhan forces. Some 1S, forces
CArTy Oul COUNter-1eTTorism opera-
tons.

At least 3 804 civilians were
killed in the war last vear, according
to the United Nations. Thousands of
Afghan soldiers, police and Taliban
were also killed.

Meverthelesz, the Taliban leader
vowed this month to sustain the fight
umntil their ohjectives were reached.

In March, a draft agrecment was
reached on the withdrawal of foreign
forces inexchange for a commatment
by the Taliban to cut ties with mili-
tant groups such as al Qacda,

A Taliban source said both sides
were expecting some clanty and re-
sults on the prime issues in the new
round talks.

“A ceasefire and intra-Afghan
talks will not be discussed dunng the
scventh round,” said the Taliban
source, who declined to be identified.

Some Afghan government offi-
cials side fear the United States and
the Taliban will stnke a deal on the
withdrawal of forcign forces, enm-
abling the United States to get out of
an unpopular war but leaving gov-
ermnment forces to battle on alone.

Palestinians rally against Kushner's economic peace plan

GAZARAMALLAH

AGEMCIES

Palestinians burned portraits of President
Donald Trump as they protested in both
the Gaza Strip and the Isracli-occupied
West Bank on Monday agamst LS -led
plans for & conference on their cconomy

in Bahrain.

Many Palestinian business groups
have said they wall boycoit the June 25-
26 event, balled as part of Washington's
long-awaited Isracli-Palestinian  peace
plan and spearheaded by Trump's adviser

and son-in-law Jared Kushner.

“Down with Bahrain, down with
Trump, down with the Manama conter-
ence,” chanted crowds in Gaza, which s
ruled by the armed Islamist group Hamas.
Some burned large paintings of Trump
marked with the words: “Deal of the

devil™

Leaders m both territonies have ac-
cused Washington of pro-lsme]l bas and
railed agamst the conference’s focus on
economics, rather than their aspirations

for an independent state,

Kushner told Reuters on Saturday the
plan would create a million jobs, halve
Palestinian poverty and double the Pales-
timeans” GDP,

In the West Bank, hundreds marched
through Ramallah’s mamn squares, waving
posters m support of President Mahmoud
Abbas, whose Western-backed Palestin-
an Authority exercises limited self-rule
m the territory.

Protesters there burned posters of
both Trump and Bahrain’s King Hamad
ben Isa Al Khahfa,

The rallies marked a moment of
Irtical unity agamst the Bahrain confer-
ence, despite a [2-year political feud
between Abbas’s Fatah party and Hamas.
‘A WEDDING WITHOUT THE
BRIDE’: “The Manama conference is a
comedy show, a wedding withowt the
bride (the Palestindans) .. it will not suc-
ceed,” said a protester who gave her name
as Stham in Gaza City.

The Bahrain confierence will be at-
tended by Gulf Arab states as well as Jor-

dan and Egypt. Isracl 15 expected to send
a business delegation bat no government
officials.

Mehmoud Barhoush, 23, sawd he did-

n’t know whether to laugh or cry at what
he called Arab states”™ “treasonous™ par-
ticipatson,

“Enough of your running inte the

arms of Trump and (Israchi Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin} Netanyahu,”™ he said at the
Famallah protest.

Other demonstrators criticieed the
lone Palestinian businessman named as
an expected attendee in Bahrain, Ashraf’
Jaban. A ULS, official told Reuters that at
feast 15 Palestineans were expected to at-
tend.

“Wheoever atiends is not a Palestinian
and is not welcomed n Palestine. There
should be measures taken against them,”
said Maisoon Algadoomi, 32, a Fatah ac-
vist from Ramallah.

Palestinian leaders on Monday re-
newed their calls for a boyeott of the con-
ference.

“Thes workshop 15 simply a political
laundry for settlements and a legstimiza-
tion of occupation,” Palestimian Prime
Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh told jour-
nalists ahead of & cabinet meeting.

In (saza, Hamas spokesman Hazem
(assem said: “They (Palestimians) wall
not scll out their rights for all treasures
on earth™
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Pak-Qatar economic relations

P Where is the mega Qatari investment?

N Jamuary, PM Imran Khan visited Doha as

the head of a delegation to discuss economic

cooperation with the Emir of Qatar. Following the
premier’s visit, the Board of Investment organised a
Pakistan-Oatar Investment Forum between the business
communitics of the two countries. [n Apnl OQatar
Investment Authority head Sheikh Faisal Bin Thani Al-
Than came to Islamabad to hold talks with Adviser to
PM on Commerce Abdul Rarak Dawood and BOL
Chairman Haroon Sharif. The Qatari official was told
about the ficlds wheremn Pakistan would welcome
investment. A cautious Sheikh Faisal however made it
clear that Qatar was looking for a long-term partnership
and not “quick wins."” Interestingly Asad Umar
and Haroon Sharif, the two major figures closely related
to talks with Qutar were made to leave the government
after eight months creating questions about the
continuity of government’s economic policies.

One wonders which one of the several sdvisers fed
the idea to PM Imran Khan that Oatar was iching to
outhid the Saudi Crown Prince MBS by investing more
than § 21b in Pakistan. Khan is no doubt keen to bring
good news to the people of Pakistan in general and the
PTI followers in particular who are thirsting for it. This
leads those around him to feed stories based on hopes,
expectation and miracles thus causing embarrassment to
the PTI chief. Not long ago, the PM expressed the hope
that Pakistan was on the verge of hitting the jackpot by
discovermg a huge reserve of oil and gas m the Arabian Sca.

Qatar 15 keen to develop alternate sources of food
and items of daily use after the blockade « by
Saudi Arabia and UAE. Ths has helped India and
Pakistan increase expornts to Qatar. Qatar also signed
three Molls with Pakistan on Saturday on trade and
mvestment, cooperation on financial intelligence and
tourism. There are expectations of more Pakistanis
getting jobs as preparations for World Cup Football are
speeded up. Although Qatar has agreed to extend a loan
to Pakistan like Saudi Arabia and UAE, any large
investment is contingent on improvement of business
climate. A lot will have to be done before any big
foreign investment is committed in Pakistan.

Statistical discrepancies
P Government must clarify

ﬁ part from setting a record high tax collection
target another focus in the first federal budget
tabled by the PTI 15 austerity; a combination of
reducing expenditures and increasing revenue 1s the plan
to get the country back on its feet. One of the most
notable contributions to this belt-tightening was the
Armed Forces taking a voluntary cut in their allocated
expenditure by refusing the routine increase in the
defence budget. Considering the economic condition of
the country it was a reasonable decision that would not
only support the government in its efforts to plug the
revenue-expenditure gap but also in terms of optics,
displaying that every institution was doing its part.
However, the Finance Minstry has now informed
parliament that a total of Rs222 billion were spent by the
government without parliamentary approval of which
Rs36 hllion was spent by the army making it the
recipient of the largest supplementary grant last year. In
addition to this the documents also reveal that apart from
an increase of 1. 4pc over the revised defence budget
figure (Rsl.138tr to Rs1.152tr) a separate “development
expenditure’ for the defence division of Rs370.5bn for
the upcoming fiscal year translates into a combined
increase of 21.5pc in defence spending over last year.

A discrepancy of this magnitude requires
explanation on part of the government. If there 15
misrcporting of figures now, it 1s the government’s
responsibility to provide an acceptable clarification. If in
fact the budget cuts were imtially part of the plan and
there was a revision later then it again falls upon the
government o explain why such a reversal was
necessary, PM Khan himself through his twitter account
lauded the proposed expenditure cuts in the defence
budget and promised that the funds would be spent on
development i Balochistan and FATA. Details that are
now being reported suggest otherwise. Given the
regional threats that the country faces, especially the
recent escalation with India, any proposed increase in
the army's budget can be justified. But it would be best
that some rationale 15 presented by the Finance Ministry
in relation to these updated budget allocations otherwise
an unnecessary controversy will unfold very quickly.
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P How acquisitiveness shapes everything around and about us

SHAH NAWAZ MOHAL

E buy and consume, therefore we
are, We consume calores to live.
We consume heat to survive. We
consume water to exist. We con-
sume love to foel alive. We con-
sume information to make sense of the world. We
consume all we can lay our hands on. We aoquire
to consume. We consume to acquire more. We, dear
folks, are throush and through consumers from the
day we enter the world to the day we bid farewell.

Why do vou buy something that vou don’t
need but want to have? Why do vou buy impul-
sively? Why you indulge in so-called “shopping
therapy ™! Why, when you are not paying for
something yvou are the product? Why are social
media feeds mundated with sales and stuff you
showed interest in? Why do you crave and han-
ker after contentment of soul and seck it in deli-
crous fiood, designer clothes, expensive watches,
swanky cars and trips o exotic lands?

Dear folks, the answer to many of these whys
lies in our species” perpetual sense of incomplete-
ness, From cradle to grave, we strive for com-
pleteness  1n  relationships, achievements,
possessions, and *stuff”. Be it the modern man
with his mitless reservoar of distractions or an-
cient hunter-gatherer who had to use his fight or

flight instinets at the zpur of the moment, the jour-
nicy to fizel whole continues,

And here enters acquisitivencss along with iis
wvanous traps. AcguisHiveness is nerther evil in i
sclf mor worthy of hatred. The need to acquire
more, buy more, possess more, CONSUME more,
however, has tumed the majorty of us into folks
who solemnly believe that every ill, every evil,
every dilemma has its solu-
LN macquEring more, buy-
Ing MOre, POSSESSING more,
and consuming more. And
that, as most of us arc
slowly commg 1o realize, 15
certamly not the case,

You are what you own
is the mantra of our times.
Orwning maore things, own-
ing betier things, owning
what most don’t or can’t
own has reduced us to ma-
maes whose sole concern is
to fieed better throwsh acqui-
sitwon, The cars we drve
are messages. The clothes
we wear vell our position m
life. The houses we live in
are banners. The jobs we do
decide what social status
we possess. The people we
know decide where we
stand m socsety s hierarchy.

There are those who
manufacture, produce, cre-
ate and sell. And there are
those who buy, consume
and acquire. Then, there are
those who facilitate them
both 1.e. advertisers, They
facilitate the manufacturers by advertising their
product and buvers by offering them a chance at
happiness, contentment and fulfillment.

In short, an advertiser’s job is to sell things,
stuff and ideas packed, packaged and ready to
be delivered as bundles of joy and contentment
t0 consumers,

The folks in the advertising busmess invoke

The need to acquire
more, buy more,
possess more,
consume more,
however, has turned
the majority of us inte
folks who solemnly
believe that every ill,
every evil, every
dilemma has its
solution in acquiring
more, buying more,
possessing more, and
consuming more
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passion, manipulate emottons, ask a eelebnity to
endorse a product as a magic bullet, inculeate
fear of being lefi-out, promise fame and recog-
nition, and make many believe that happiness 15
Just a purchase away. They know that the average
Consumer 15 not 8 moromn; they also know he just
masquerades around donning a rational, logical
persona. And decp down, a consumer is as much
prone to calls of enticement,
excitement and adventure as
a kid would be.

If you ecan’t flaunt it
with wanion abandomn, it
does not matter. If i isn"t
better than others, it does
not count. 1f what you pos-
5238 is not unique enough, it
15 run of the mill. Cur quest
tor identity has taken us to
many places and given us
great men who were as-
tronomers, scientists, math-
ematicians, painters, writers,
pocis, leaders, prophets and
leaders. They sought their
identity through their deeds,
acts, mvention, preaching
and discoveries. The ho
pelloi, however, since time
immemorial sought pres-
tige, position and identity by
acquiring wealth, making
profits, grabbing posts and
posihions of influence and
carng for thewr progeny.

The Prince of Paradoo,
(K Chestertion may be of
some help here. Chesterton
wrote and | quote, *“There are
two ways to get enoughe one 15 to continue o accu-
mulate more and more, The other 15 to desiee less.™

To acquire more and perpetuate the craving
or to desare less and be at peace with ourselves?
The chowee, dear folks, is ours.

Shah Nawaz Mohal is @ law graduate and
mrember of siaff, {slamabad Buveaw

Transformation of Pashtun

P Through misrepresentation and biases

TAJ NABI KHAN

HE cultural landscape of Pashiun sock-
ety has undergone more drastic changes
during the last few decades than ever
before due to the fast changing geo-
strategic, geo-political conditions and
globhalization in the region. The arca has become
the battle ground for world powers which has af-
fected the overall socel structure of the society.

Furstly, the collective conters of culture that
held the Pashtuns strongly connected were tar-
geted by the colonizers, the Briish Empire with
peculiar oppressive laws when they were ruling
over the sub-continent. Secondly, after independ-
ence, excessive religiosity of the typical mullahs
has tangeted the creative ants and healthy actvitics
in the region.

Thirdly, under the Zia regime of Islamization
and Afghan war had changed the entire land-
scape of the Pashtun culture — replaced the
Pashiu licrature with Jchadi stuft of litcrature,
pens with weapons, and musical instruments
with loud speakers. Afterwards, the militant
oroups started targeting the artists {musicans and
singers) and the art centers along with historical
sites of hentage and tombs of saint pocts.

Islamization i the socicty was followed by
*Talibanic version of Islam” and their world-
vicws. Thus after redicalization of madrassah

students with “Jfehad namrative’, their approach
turned towards forceful assertion of religious
teachings i public domains. Resultantly, the
soctety was introduced to the kalashinkove cul-
ture. It has also witnessed imposition of Sharia
law with extreme acts of violence. Likewise,
media has also generalized and shaped the iden-
tity of the community more with the approach
of racial profiling — militants wearnng tvpical
Pashiuns® dress with turban. In the post-%/11
scenario, terrorists were identified and general-
1zed with Pashtun and vice versa —almost all of
the cultural peculiaritics of Pashiuns were at-
tached to the terronsts.
The community has
suffered and still continues
to suffer in reaction to Tal-
Thamization and terronsm —
a number of military oper-
ations were launched to ad-
dress the issue of nsing
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The process has also
dismantled the strongly
enacted combined

culture

browght about negative effects on minds of the
youngsters — with excessive display of 4-W's
{Women, Weapons, Wine and Wealth).

The poetry has also affected 1o a great deal —
imcorporated words from war, terror, blasts, and
trauma. The songs too tumed from rich thematic
to surface meanings with noise and music in the
background, The film industry could not survive
at all — the cinema too targeted with bomb blasts.

The creative artists and musicians of the arca
were targeted and criticized along with therr mu-
sical instruments. The concept of collective and
soceal lifestyle with umigue cultural institutions
of the community: Hujra, Jirga, Nanmear, col-
lective sense, celebrations, tradiiional and soceal
events were also criticized both by the religious
orthodox and modernists.

The religious seminar-
tes whose number mult-
plied i the wake of the
Afghan war in the Pashtun
dominated areas were de-
fended and supported by the
leaders of religio-political

militancy m the area has H parties who failed to under-
turncd a large part of the fam IIT 5¥Sten1 to nucleal' stand the international game
community internally dis- it H being plaved in their areas
placed. Consequently, thew fam“!es fm- adnptlng by the world powers.

businesscs destroved, n-
frastructure  dismantled,
and their cultural institu-
tions and entertainment ac-
trvities have affected to a
ereat deal,

The commumnity shel-
tered in other arcas for
seeking livelihood. The
process has also disman-
tled the strongly enacted
combincd family system to
nuclear familes for adopt-
ng mare urbanized
Iifestyle — some stll
searching from pillar to post to get peaceful and
sccure environment for their businesses in big-
ET CHICS,

The commercial Pashio dramas, a cheap
source of entertainment, had on one hand nega-
tively misrepresented the Pashiun culture and
way of lifc —most of the scenes reflect violenee,
drugs, weapons and abusive language. It has

more urbanized lifestyle
- some still searching
from pillar to post to
get peaceful and
secure environment for
their businesses in
bigger cities

2

However, throughout
the nationalist progressive
political parties remamed
loyal to the land and its peo-
ple in their narrative against
the foreign onslaughis on
Pashtun culture. As a result,
they had also suffered the
brunt of terrorism more than
others m the region.

The collective memao-
mes about the great Pashtun
heroes and their deeds of
bravery against the oppres-
sors and colonizers have al-
most washed away along with the old
generation, The Pashiun are aciually different
from the way they have been presemied to the
world — they are more misrepresented like Mus-
lims i the western world.

Tiay Naki Khan is Jowrnalisi based in [slamabad,
Email: tihant 7@ gmail. com
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Netanyahu's defunct strategy
to keep Hamas at hay

P One violent episode after another

A

DR ALON BEN MEIR

ETANYAHU has served as prime

mumister for the past 11 years, coin-

ciding with Hamas" rule over (Gaza

ever since it usurped power in 2007

from the Palestiman Authority afier
a brmef violent confrontation between the two
sides. Durmg this penod, Netanvaho has delib-
erately perpetuated the conflict with Hamas as
ameans by which to promote his sinister polit-
wcal agenda. At no point has he contemplated
finding a mutually acceptable solution that
could end the hostilities and gradually lead to
peaceful coexistence. Instead, he has portrayed
Hamas as an iredeemable foe commutted to 1s-
racl’s destruction, msisting there 1s nothing that
Isracl can do other than maintain the status guo
and handle Hamas with fioree.

The recent flareup between the two sides is
Just another violent episode in a continuing
hloody conflict, including three wars that killed
thousands of Palestinians and scores of Israclis,
naot to speak of the massive destruction inflicted
on Crazra and the social and economic disloca-
tiom that the Israclis endured.

Netanyashu often uses disproportionate
force to “teach Hamas a lesson”. He knows,
however, that the humanitanan crisis m Ciaza is
of such magnitude that it 15 impossible for
Hamas and the public 1o accept, as in the past,
incremental and temporary rebef while the
blockade remains in place and hopelessness and
despair continue to reign. Predictably, the vi-
cious cyele of violence continues, and manag-
ing rather than solving the conflict has been
Netanyahu's strategy all along.

Metanyzhu 1s resisting calls from his own
party, as well as from some of the oppositon
members, toinvade Caza and decapitate Hamas™
leadership—as Energy Mimster and Security
Cabinet member Yuval Stemitz described 1t to
Army Radio on Monday, “to get rid of Hamas,
we have to conguer Gaza,™ He and others foal-
1shly belicve that such a drastic move would
puaramee calm and lead to a peaceful transtion
from Hamas to the PA, which is nothing short
ofa ppedrecam. Unless Isracl occupees (aza per-
mancnily, a new cadre of Hamas leaders will risc
almost overnight who will be even more mattant
and resilwent than the current leadership.

Netanyahu objects to another incursion,
fearing that this time Hamas will not agree to

any ceasefire that does not permanently provide
rebief and lead to the lifting of the blockade,
which he vehemently opposcs.

He also refuses to reoccupy Gaza, as this
would force the Isracli government to care for
nearly two million Palestimans, which would
Ibe nothing short of a mghtmare. Not only would
such an ill-conceived move require the estab-
lishment of a massive security apparatus that
will constantly put the lives of soldicrs at sen-
ous risk, 1t would also cost hundreds of millions
of dollars snnually to sustain.

Netanyahu has constantly sinved to prevent
any reconciliation efforis between the PA and
Hamas, which allows him to claim that there s
no negotiating partner. And when the PA and
Hamas have agreed twice in the past to form a
unity government, Netanyahu refised to enter
jpeace talks, insisting that he won't negotiate with
a Palestinian government that includes Hamas,

Netanyahu often accommodates the Egvp-
tians in  dealing with
Hamas, given Egype's im-
portant role in mediating
between Isracl and Hamas.
Egvpt 15 imterested in
mainiaimning calm in CGaza,
but does not mind the pun-
ishimg blow that Isracl fre-
quently inflicts on Hamas,
As Hamas is an off-shoot
of the Mushim Brother-
hood, which Egypt has
designated as a terronst or-
ganzabion, it imposes sc-
nious restrictions on the
crossing of Palestimans
from Ciaza into EgvpL

Finally, Metanyahu
consistently opis to main-
taun pressure on Hamas by
SCIZING BITY OpPOrunity 1o
nterrupt the flow of goods
and building materials to
ensure that Hamas remains
wulnerable and dependent on Isracl’s goodwall.
He wants the Palestimans in Gaza to blame
Hamas and Islamic Jihad for their plight, hopimg
to instigate unrest—which has not matenalized
in any significant way. He skl fully led the ma-
jority of lsraclis o belicve that Hamas 15 a mor-
tal threat while igemoring the rreversible facts on
e grownd, which he must face in order 1o find
a permanent solution to the conflict with Hamas.

(Gaza 15 1n cifect a large open-air prison
with nearly two million destitute Palestimans
that cannot be wished away. Gaza is ternitonally
scparated from the West Bank and s governed
vy Hamas, which embraces a different ideclogy
than the PA_ There is no prospect that the PA
and Hamas will reconcile thewr differences;
Hamas will not relinguash power and surrender
their arsenals to the PA, which, from s per-

spective, 15 taniamount (o capriulation. Hamas™
prigrity 15 to end the Gazans’ *imprisonment”

and it will continue to fight and sacnifice 1o
achseve an end to the blockade.

It shoubd be made clear though that Hamas
has been its own worst enemy. Even thousgh it
kmows Isracd 15 here to stay and no power can dis-
ledge i, it openly calls for lsracl’s destruction,
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Netanyahu objects to
another incursion,
fearing that this time
Hamas will not agree to
any ceasefire that does
not permanently
provide relief and lead
to the lifting of the
blockade, which he
vehemently opposes
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which plays directly mto the hands of Netarmyahu
and a majonty of lsraclis. Hamas™ militancy and
buildup of military arsenals provides further proof
to mamy lsrachs that Hamas 1s an imedeemable
encmy that deserves what has befallen it.

The validity of this arcument, however, does
not change the reality that the Palestinians m
(iaza are largely living under subhuman condi-
tons. And regardless of Hamas" bellicose namra-
tive agamst Isracl, it oo wants io end the conflict
without bemg humiliated in the e55. The s0-
lution to the conflict with Hamas 1s not another
mcursion into (iaza, or raming destruction from
the air, or decapiating Hamas" leadershup, and
certainly mot re-pccupying Crara. Instead, lsracl
needs o treat (iaza as a separate entity from the
‘West Bank, as there is hardly anyvthing in com-
maon between the two sides,

Hamas has proposed time and agan a long
ceasefire (Huwdna) for 13-20 vears, during
which Isracl would allow Hamas to embark on

building  infrastructure,
housing, hospitals,
schools, scaports, and

other development proj-
ects. This would create
thousands of jobs and an
improved quality of life
that every Palestimian in
(raza yeamns for.

These projects should
be mplemented under the
supervision of a special in-
ternational commission to
ensure that all funds raised
from donor countries, in-
cluding the US, the EU,
and the mil-rich Arab states,
are channeled to these
projects. Hamas would
certamly develop a vested
interest in safeguarding the
new  development, and
would therefore refrain
trom provoking Isracl, and
rein in Islamic Jihad to maintain the calm.

Hamas knows that Israc] will always be able
to wreak havoc on (raza should it not fully ad-
here to the terms of the ceasefire. A long-term
ceasefire m conjunction with confidence-build-
ing measurcs will certaindy change the nature of
the bilateral relations between Isracl and Hamas,
which could gradually lead to lifting the block-
ade altogether. Furthermore, a resolution to the
conflict between Hamas and the PA can and
should take place, provided that it will not i any
way undermine Isracl’s national secunity, after
Israc] resolves its scparate conflict with the PA_

There are many cynics who believe that
peace between Israel and Hamas is nothing but
an illuston. On the contrary, anyvone who main-
tamns that the current situation is sustainable is
misguided, as they inore both the turmoil and
the bloodshed over the past 12 years, and the
reality on the ground that cannot be changed.

Dr Alon Ben-Meir is a professor of
international relations ai the Cemre for Global
Affairs ar NYL. He teaches courses on
international negotiation and Middle Eastern
studies. alowidalonben-meir.com
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INDIA has rejected media reports that it was no longer
abhorrent to India-Pakistan dialogue. India shrugged off all
efforts (including our prime minister’s lefters) to resume
talks. Even Indian president Kovind, in his address,
underscored national security as number one priority. His
declaration to focus *persecution due to their faith
neighbouring countries” [Pakistan| 1s alarming. He made no
mention of lynching of Muslims for weaning a prayer cap,
growing a beard, offering prayer on road because of mosque
being overcrowded, and eating selling or transporiing beef,

By October India would make reinvigorated ciforts to
et Pakistan blacklisted at FATF s meeting. By then, the so-
called operationalised “mtegrated hattle groups” would
mount 2 serses of “strikes” inside Pakistan’s territory. India
claims to have serzed heroine and sedative tablets along
Pakistan’s border. India 15 supporied by USA who s
infilirating defeated 15 clemenis from Gulf to Afghanistan
(to whittle down Taliban’s prowess).

The portents are that India 15 bent upon portraying
Pakistan as a narco-terronst —persecubions regime. We need
to soc through dark recesses of pugnacious Indian mind,

MARYUM MALIK
Rawalpindi

Cricket - Too many
cooks

IF memory serves me nght, when Captain Imran Khan was
playing a cricket match i Karachi, the Chief Selector
entered Diressing Room and the skipper told him you cannot
enter. Entry into Dressing Rooms are resiricted and other
than players, coaches, manager, Physio etc nobody
ncluding Chief Selector etc are allowed mside.

In any case the role of Chief Selector 1s to finalise the
squad and once that 15 done, the match selection team makes
decision for individual matches. May we know how many
other national team Chief Selectors, other than the host
team, were accompany g them on a tour wath all expenses
borne by their Cricket Board? What purpose was served by
the Durector International who 1s accompanying the team?

From Chairman PCRB, to MD and numerous other
officials, all were present in UK, although they had no role
to perform. This problem is not just with Pakistan Cricket
Board, but with Pakistan Olympic Committee, headed by a
retired general who has been at the helm now for almost 13
vears and during his tenure this country has hardly won any
medal worth mentioning at the Olvmpics. Similar s dismal
state of affairs with hockey, squash, football etc. Many
times, the number of accompanying officials to Olympics
exceed the number of players participating in various
events. It 15 tme Pakistan takes appointments in various
sports boards serously mstead of considening them as
dumping grounds for welfare of few,

G ZAMAN
Peshawar

THE increasing population is thoroughly an adversity for
the whole world. As the specifically targeted countries are
experiencing it even though the governments have faled to
maintain an effective law. On the other side, the populace is
aware of its consequences but do not practice of 1ts control
voluntarily. Population growth 1s now a chronic debate
which i1s not only a social but also a pehitieal obstacle.

The United Mations issued a new report, the world™s
current population (7.7 billion} 15 predicted to reach (9.7
billion) by 2050

Pakistan and eight others as India, Nigeria, Congo,
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the United Nations
are excesdingly contributing in this projected growth.
Pakistan 15 moving up to fifth from cighth position with
current 217 million of populations and at the end of
projected assessment, Pakistan will be with 403 mallion
inhabitants. Yet in 2019, 40pc of world’s population lives at
a point where women have 2.1 and four barths of fertility
over a lifeume,

The main reasons behind the overpopulation exclusively
in Pakistan are illiteracy, carly marmages, desire of male
child, polygamy and lack of governmental population
planning policies, Additonally, slliteracy 15 a major
problem. The illiterate familics are unaware of its impacts
and don’t consider it a problem exists. After this, early
marriages in almost all rural areas of Pakistan have become
a tradtsonal morm that’s how it causes high births rate. On
the same track, the desire of male child is considered a pride
and tomb of family in rural areas and this practice also
causes numbers of births rate. The impacts of
overpopulation are harsh for the county. These include low
cconomic growth, unemployment, poor management and
many social evils. Pakistan’s economy has nearly sunk with
plethora of obstructions including IMF loans and now the
problem of increasing overpopulation 15 also around the
cormner. The government of Pakistan must strongly look upon
the matter and take some concrete steps to avoud the malaise
of increasing population as expected it to restnct the
progress of Pakistan,

ASIF MURAD UMRANI
Karachi
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ETHIOPIA MOURNS AFTER ARMY

GHIEF, TOP OFFICIALS KILLED

ADDIS ABABA
BGEMCIES

HE death toll from two attacks be-
heved linked to an attempted coup
m Ethiopia’s northern Amhbara
state rose to five on Monday, as
flags flew at half-mast on what
was declared a national day of mourning,

Police were hunting for Amhara’s sc-
curity chief Asaminew Tsige, accused of
masterminding an attack on the leaders of
the state and suspected of playing a part m
the killing of the country’s army chief in
Addis Ababa.

The attorney general of Amhara state,
Migharu Kebede, died of gunshot injuries
from the attack on Monday, state broad-
caster EBC reported, making him the fifth
victim of the violence,

The unrest has delrvered another major
challenge for Etheopia’s young Prime Min-
ister Abry Ahmed, who has embarked ona
senies of reforms in abid to open up the au-
thoniaran state which have unleashed eth-
nic tensions and bitter political nvalnes.

The attacks, whose cxact motives re-
mam unclear, began on Saturday afternoon
when gunmen attacked ameeting of top of-
ficials in Ambhara, the sccond-largest of
Ethiopia’s nine autonomous states.

Amhara pressdent Ambachew Mekon-
nen, who was an ally of Abiy's, as well az
his adviser were kalled, while Mighar suc-
cumbed to his wounds on Monday after
what Abry described as an “attempted

coup™ in the region.

A fow hours later in an upmarket sub-
urb of the capital Addis Ababa army chiet
Seare Mekonnen, who was co-ordinating
the response to the unrest m Amhara, was
shot dead by his bodyguard. A vissting gen-
eral was also killed.

Abiy’s office said the kil
“seems like a co-ordinated attac!
ever there have been no further official de-
tails and ohservers point out that there were
no tefltale signs of a concerted national
COAED.
A statement from his office announced
that the bodyguard and other perpetrators
had been amested, while a police source on

Sunday told AFP that Asammew was still
on the run.

Asaminew was only last vear released
from almost a decade in prmon over a 2006
coup plot under an amnesty.

Analysts descnibe him as a hardime
Ambhara nationalist who was Iikely facing
remioval from his job over ciforts to form a
militia and rhetorse pushing for termtory in
neizhbouring Tigray to be reclaimed.

He recently appeared in a Facebook
video calling for civilizns to arm them-
selves in proparateon for attack.

A statement read on state television on
Sunday night from parliament speaker
Tagesse Chafo called for the country to

“stay together and united” as he announced
a matsonal day of mourming.

“All of us will remember the people
who lost ther Inves for our togetherness and
unity,” a televiston announcer said, readng
a statement from speaker Tagesse Chafo,

“It 15 a sad day for the whole nation
Wi have lost people who were patriotic.
They are martyrs of peace.”

The European Union in a statement
wrged “restramt from all sides of the
Ethsopian political spectrum, both at na-
tional and regional levels™

“The EU firmly resterates the need for
contmued peacciul and democratic reforms
n Ethiopea and #s support to the efforts of
the Prime Minster and his government m
this context,” saad the statemient.

Minister of Defence Lemma Megresa
descnbed Seare as “humble, a very good
colleague, a brother™, on national tedevisson
on Sunday night.

“The attack left the country n a diffi-
cult position. It i important for the army to
remain united i this diffscult ume” he
sand.

The internet remained completely cut
across the nation for the third conseoutive
day, after being severed for much of the
prior week without explanation.

In the capital Addis Ababa it was a
busy moming as people went about their
business a5 wsual, however security at the
aurport had been beefed up with the pres-
ence of special forces,

In the Amhara capital Bahir Dar there

was a significant presence of federal police
officers around government offices, resr-
dents told AFF.

Observers have said that the killings
underscore the tensions across Ethiopa
sparked by Abiy’s efforts since he came 1o
power in April 2018 to loosen the non gnp
of a state long run by emperors and strong-
men,

His effiorts to transstion from one-party
state to democracy have seen him embark-
g on economec refiorms, he has allowed
dissident groups back mio the country,
sought 1o crack down on nights abuses and
arrested dozens of top miliary and iniell-
gence officials,

His moves have been landed abroad,
but have made im cnemies at home, and
exactly a yvear ago he survived a grenade
attack at a rally which left two dead.

Long-sammermg cthnic tensons along
the borders of the autonomous reglons —
divided along ethnic lines — have burst
min violence, leavimg scores dead and more
than a million displaced.

Meanwhule the prospect of elections in
20210 has shaken up local polics as long-
standing regional partics find themselves
facing challengers to their power, while ob-
servers say there has been a surge of ethno-
nationalism.

The Amhara are the second-largest eth-
nic grouping after the Oromo, and both
spearheaded two years of anti-povernment
protests whisch led to the resignation of for-
mier prime mimisier Haslemanam Desalegn,

Turkish civil society leaders
on trial over 2013 protests

ISTANELUL

AGEMCIES

China ey
protect

BEIING

AGENCIES

es front against
ionism at G20

Sixteen leading Turkish civil society leaders ap-
peared in court Monday, accused of seeking o over-
throw the government during the “(iez Park™
protests of 2013, in a tral dubbed an absurd sham
by critics.

The group incfudes renowned businessman and
philanthropist Osman Kavala, whose detention

since Movember 20017 has made him a symbol of

what critics say 15 a crackdown on crvil society.

Kavala repected the “urational claims which
lack evidence™ in his opening statement, shortly
after the trial began under high security in the prison
and court complex of Silivir on the outskirts of 1s-
tanbul. He 15 accused of orchestrating and financing
the protesis which began over government plans o
buld over (iez Park, one of the few green spaces
left in Istanbul.

The protests snowballed mto a nationwide
maovement that marked the first serious challenge
to Erdogan’s brand of Islamic conservatism and
crandiose development projects.

The 657-page indiciment seeks to paint the
profests as a forcizn-directed conspiracy with links
to the Arab Spning, which, ironically, the Turkish

povernment supported.

*None of these actions were comncidental...
they were supported from the outside as an opera-
tion o bring the Turkish Republic 1o 11s knees,™ the
indictment says,

Amnesty Internatsonal’s Andrew (Gardner said
the irial “speaks volumes about the decply flawed
judsciary that has allowed this politscal witch-hunt
to take place,

“It 1= sbsurdly attempting to portray routine
el society activities as cnimes,” he said

(ne of the allegations 1s the clamm that a map
on Kavala’s phone showing bee species actually de-
picted his plans to redraw Turkey’s borders.

China said Monday it would seck backing for free
trade and multilateralism at the G20 summit this
week as it denounced protectiomsm while it fights
a tanffs war with the United States,

A meeting between Xi Jinpmg and his Donald
Trump on the sidelines of the gathening in Osaka,
Japan has fuelled hopes for a fruce in the increas-
ingly damaging standoff’ between the world’s top
Wo economics,

“Unilateralism and protectionism has damaged
global growth. .. undermined global value chamms
and dampened market sentiment,” Zhang Jun, the
Chinese assistant minister of foreign affairs, zad at
a bniefing to preview Xi's attendance at the summit,

*“China will work with others a1 the G20 to
firmly uphold multilateralism and an open, role-
based global trading order,” Zhang said.

But Japan, the European Union and other trad-
ing pariners have in the past echoed U% complaints
about the alleged thefi of intellectual property and
lack of a level playmg field for foreign imvestors in
China. Any attempts to build a united front with
China will be tempered by these concerns.

MNegotations to resolve the trade war stalled last

month resulting in both sides exchanging stecp tar-
iffs on hundreds of billions in expaorts.

Chinese vice minister for commerce Wang
Shouwen said teams from both sides are now *dis-

cussing the next step for commumnication™ ahead of
the Xi-Trump meeting,

The two should make compromises and any
tatks between China and the US have to be based
on “mutual respect, equality and mutual benefit and
comply with WTO rules”, Wang said,

The two leaders are also expected to discuss the
fate of Chinese toch grant Huawei, which has suf-
fered a heavy blow afier the Trump administration
banned US firms from working with it, citing espi-
onage fears,

Hong Kong activists renew protest against extradition bill

HONG KONG

AGEMCIES

More than 100 people blocked a Hong
Kong government buildmg on Monday in
protest agmnst proposed legislation al-
lowing extraditions to mainland China
that they want scrapped.

Hong Kong leader Cammie Lam, say-
ing she had heard the protesters “loud and
clear”, this month postponed the bill that
would allow criminal suspects to be sent
to the mainlend for trial in courts con-
rodled by the Communist Party.

The activists, mostly students, are de-
mandmg the hill be withdrawn, the zov-
ernment drop all charges agamst those
armrested in recent prodests and stop refer-
ring to the demonstrations as a reot, which
could potentially lead to heavier jaul
terms. “It's inconvenient bat 1 support o™
a South African businessman who de-

clined to be identified smd of the protest
at the skyscraper inland revenue buildmg
ncar the heart of the financial conter.

The former British colony of Hong
Kong returmed to Chinese rule im 1997,
since when it has been governed under a
“one country, two systems” formula that
allows it freedoms not enpoved on the
mainland, including freedom to protest
and a much-chenshed independent judi-
ciary.

The bill has seen millions of people,
feanng a continual, drip-drip erosion of
those freedoms, clog the sireets in protest
and plunge the city mio political crisis,
with many questioning the abilty of Lam
0 govern.

The protesters plan another demon-
stratwon on Wednesday to raise awarencss
amaong world leaders attending the Group
of 20 nations summit in the Japancse city
of Osaka this week.

Chmese Assistant Mmester of Foreign
Affairs Zhang Jun said on Monday that
China would not allow the (G20 natsons o

discuss Hong Kong at the summit,
“What I can tell you for sure 1s that
G20 wall not discuss the Hong Kong

issue. We will not allow G20 to discuss
the Hong Kong issue,” Zhang said.

The Civil Human Rights Front, or-
ganizer of the mass protests, 15 gearing up
fior an annual pro-democracy march on
July 1, the 22nd anmiversary of Hong
Kong's handover 1o Beiping.

The group has called on people to
turn out in force. Berjing has said 1t sup-
ports Lam’s decision to suspend the ex-
tradition ball, but has been angered by
criticism from Western capitals, including
Washington, about the legislation.

LI.N. High Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet urged Hong
Kong authorities on Monday to “consult
broadly before passing or amendmg™ the
extraditeton ball or any other legistation.

The extradition ball tniggered the most
violent protests in decades when police
fired rubber bullets and tear gas to dis-
perse the crowds carlier this month.
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PACRA maintains long-term
rating of ‘AA-' for Seneri Bank

Soneri Bank has maintained its market position in the
industry while strengthening its overall risk profile with
stable outlook. Pakistan Credit Rating Agency Limited
"PACRA" has accredited Soneri Bank with "AA-" (double A
minus) for its long-term rating and "Al+" (single A one
plus) for the bank’s short=term rating. Soneri Bank has
also maintained the rating of Unsecured, Sub=ordinated
and Listed Term Finance Certificates (2nd issue) of
Rs3,000 million at A+ (single A Plus) along with the
rating of recently issued Unsecured, Sub-ordinated,
Listed, Perpetual and Non-cumulative Term Finance
Certificates as Additional Tier 1 ("ADT1") Capital of

Rs4, 000 million at A (Single A), all accredited by PACRA.
Soneri Bank with its network of over 290 branches and
300 plus ATMs continues to work towards the financial
betterment of its customers and will continue to value
the patronage given by them. er

Automated system for
sales tax registration to
take effect from July 1st

BUSINESS DESK

The Federal Board of Revenue (FER) has announced that
the automated svstem for sales tax regstration will be
effective from July Ist, 2019, In a siatement issued on
Monday, the revenue authority explained the procedures
regarding the use of said the stomated system. According
o the statement, the applicant having NTMNARCome tax
registration shall, using his login credentials, upload the
following informationfdocuments:

= Bank account centificate issued by the bank in the name of
the business.

= Registrationfconsumer number with the gas and electricity
supplier,

= Particulars of all branches in casc of multiple branches at
varwous [ocations.

* (GPS-taggzed photographs of the business premises.

= In the case of a manufacturer, also the GPS-tagoed
photographs of machinery and industrial electricity or gas
meter installed,

On furmishing the above documents, the system shall
register the apphcant for sales tax. After registration, the
appticant or his authonsed person shall visit e-Saholat
Centre of NADRA within a month for biometric
verification. In case of failure to visit or farlure of
venfication, the registered person’s name shall be taken
off the sales tax active taxpayer hist. In the casc of a
manufacturer, the board may require post verification
through ficld offices or a third party authornzed by the
board. In case, the field office, during sorutiny after the
registration, finds that any document provided 1s non-
genuineffakefwrong, it may request through the system,
to provide the missing document, in 15 days, failling
which the registered person shall be taken off from the
active taxpayer list.
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SENATE APPROVES 63
REGOMMENDATIONS ON

FINANGE BILL 201

ISLAMABAD

AFF

HE Scnate of Pakistan has unani-

mously approved 65 recommendations

on the Finance Bill 2009-20 as well as

68 recommendations on the Public

Sector Development Programme
(PSDP) 2019-20, the Senate’s Standing Com-
mittee on Finance, Revenue and Economic Af-
faurs reported on Monday.

Commuittee charrman Senator Faroog H Mak
moved the recommendations, which were
adopted by the house unanimaoushy.

The Upper House approved the recommen-
dation by Senator Shibli Faraz to abolish Ribah
from the country's cconomy at the carliest.

Meanwhile, proposals by Senator Kalsoom
Parveen to give 10pe of basic salary as ad-hoc
relief to all federal government emplovees of
grade 17 and above, and 20pe to the employees
of up to grade 16 were also approved.

The Senate approved the committee’s recom-
mendation that ad-hoc relief allowances of 10pc
for year 2016, 2017, and 2018 should be merged
n the basie pay of crvil servants and armed forces.

The Senate recommended that the tax rate on
dividend income was 15pc for individuals, which
was very high and it should be reduced o 10pc
as provided carlier. It also approved the recom-
mendation to give tax exemption to those salaned
people that eam up to Rs%0,000 per month.

The Upper House approved the finance com-
mittee's recommendations to allocate Rs750 mil-
Ison for Maltar-Cilgst Power Plant, Rs300 mullion
fior Naltar Expressway, Rs302 million for Harpo
Power Plant, Rs200 mullion for a 5(-beded car-
diac hospital in Galgit, Rs100 milhon for a poly-
technic institute in Skardu, Rs3.85 billion fior the
sewerage and sanitary system for Gilest, Rs2.1
ballion for widening of 65-kilometre Botogah
Road in Chillas, Rs750 million for Karagah en-

ergy commidor roads, Rs2.7 billion fior a medical

college in Gilgit, and Rs300 mullion for a

9-20

women's unaversity in Crlgt,

The Senate also approved the recommenda-
ton of lowering the fiscal deficit target by Ipc
from 7.1pc to 6.2pc of the GDP and also of re-
ducing the fiscal deficit gradually to Spe m the
wear 2020-21, and then 4pc in FY 202 1-22.

The house approved the recommendations of’
freczing the exchange rate to Rs150 per USDy,
besides fixing the policy rate at 9pe and making
efforts to merease GDP growth rate up to 4pe.

The committee’s recommendation to place
all mponant debt agreements that make Pakistan
hiabie, such as IMF, should be placed before par-
hament immedately, was also approved.

The Senate cleared the recommendation that
PSDP allocation for the Mimisiry of Climate
Change should be enhanced minimum by 15pc.

It recommended the Mational Assembly
that an exemption of sales tax for three years
should be granted to the brick kilns who were
wpgrading their production to ensure environ-
ment-friendly standards.

FPCCI vows to support govt
in drive against tax evaders

ISLAMABAD

AFF

The Federation of Pakistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indusiry
({FPCCT) on Menday vowed to fully
support the government in.its crack-
down on tax evaders, as doing that
was imperative to broaden the tax
bhase and document the economy.

In a statement isswed by the
chamber, FPCCI President Eng
Daroo Khan Achakzal urged the
business community to avail the
government’s fax amnecsty
scheme by declaring their undis-
closed assets by June 30, 2019,
so that they could aveid any
scrutiny n the future.

He smd that the ammnesty
scheme would help put the econ-
omy on sound footings, besides

lessening the burden on the exasting
tapayers.

Achakzai noted that Pakistan
was the 6th largest country in the
waorld but hardly one per cent of the
population was paying taxes.

"Ome per cemt Pakistanis are
bearing the burden of 220 mullion
people. This s impossible,” he sad.

"Mo country can serve its people if

tax evaders are not brought under
the tax net.”

He sawd that the amnesty
scheme launched in 1958 helped re-
cover Rsl.12 billion from unde-
clared assets, followed by Rs%920
million in 1968, Rs1.5 ballion in
1976, Rs10 billion m 2000, Rs3. 16
billion im 2008 and around Rs120
ballion in 2018,

In comparison, he added, the
amnesty scheme launched by In-

donesia in 2016 had brought around
745,000 persons mto the tax net and
recovered over 5330 hillion from
undeclared assets.

Meanwhile, United Business
Group Chairman [fukhar Mahik re-
nerated that the government should
follow the Indonesian model of
amnesty scheme so as to extract
maximum benefits fior the economy,
adding that the validity of the
scheme up to 30th June 2019 was a
wvery short period for is success,

He smid increasing the tax base
was imperative for provision of
better economic and social serv-
ices o poople.

"Taxaton and growth showld zo
hand in hand, and it can only be
done through a fair and transparent
system, he remarked. "If the growth
of business and economy will be

choked, there will be no increase in
tax collection,™

He saud that the ratio of taxpay-
ers in Pakistan was even less than
Afghamistan, adding the broadening
of tax nct was the need of the hour
as it was the only option for the
country’s sustainablity.

Malik said Pakistan needed an
amnesty scheme because people
had transfierned their money abroad
due to terrorism and poor law and
order siuation in the past.

"The law and order situation 15
now fully restored in the country
and people can bring their money
back by taking full advantage of the
new scheme,” he added.

He urged the government to rec-
tify all anomalies in the budget on
top prionty in order to promote case
of doing busmess in the country.

Huawei's US research arm builds separate identity

The US-based rescarch arm of China’s Huawer
Technologees Co Ltd - Futurewei Technologies
Inc - has moved to separate its operatsons from
Its corporate parent since the US government in
May put Huawer on a trade blackhst, according
to two people familiar with the matter.

Futurewe: has banned Huawer employees
from its offices, moved Futurewei employees to
anew IT sysiem and forbidden them from using
the Huawe: name or logo in communications, a
Futurewel employee todd Reuters on condition of
anonymity. Huawer will continue to own Fu-
turewei, the employee said,

Milton Frazier, Fuiurewer’s general counsel,
declined to comment on the separation or the
strategy behind it, referming questsons to Huawer
spokesman Chase Skinmer. Skinner did not an-
swer questions about the effort.

The dmvision of operations, which has not
been previousty reported, comes as many US uni-
wersities have halted research partnerships with
Huawei in reaction to LS. government allega-
tion= that the company poses o national securty
threat. Many universities arc also rethinking their
parinerships with other Chinese firms.

Huawei 15 among the worlds largest
telecommunications equipment manufacturers.
The Commerce Department in May placed the
firm on its “entrty hist™ of organizations that pose
security i The Justice Department earlier
filed charges against the firm alleging theft of
trade secrets and other crimes,

Futurewei is Huawei's UJS-based rescarch
and development arm. The firm employs hun-
dreds of people at offices in Sihcon Valley and
the greater Seattle, Chicago and Dallas arcas, ac-
cording to its workers” Linkedin pages. Fu-
turewel has filed more than 2, 100 patents in such
areas as telecommunicatsons, 56 cellular net-
works, and video and camera technologies, ac-
cording to data from the Unsted States Patent and
Trademark Odffice.

Until now;, Futurewei s operations have been
largely mmdistmguishable from Huawei, the Fu-
turewel employee said. Futurewer had no sepa-
rate brand or even a website, the employvee sad,
and its staff’ often identified themseclves as
Huawel emplovees.

Both companies have conducted a wide
range of research parinerships and grant pro-
grams with U5, universities.

Last year, 26 members of Congress sent a
letter to Education Secretary Betsy De'Vos, warn-
ing that Huawei’s partnerships with at least 30
US universities “may pose a significant threat to
national secunity.”™

The fear 1s that Huawei 15 using university
partnerships 10 scoop up rescarch in areas such
as artificial mtelligence, telecommuncations and
robotics, which could be used in hacking or spy-
g operations or o give Chinese companies an
edge over UUS competitors.

Some umiversiies are struggling with
whether they can continue partnerships with Fu-

turewed - which = not on the government s entity
list - even as they suspend funding and research
arrangements with Huawei.

The University of California-Berkeley, fior
instance, 15 allowmng researchers to keep working
with Futurewei after suspending all funding and
information exchanges with Huawei in May, ac-
cordmg to gudance to faculty from Berkeley re-
search chief Randy Katz,

Berkeley also suspended funding from Fu-
turewel but continues to allow Futurewel employ-
@es o particpate in research reviews under certain
restmictions, Katz wrote to faculty, Berkeley staff’
and students now can work ondy with Futurewei
employees who are U5, citizens or legal perma-
ment residents and who agree in writing mot to
share certain sensitive information with Huawer.

Companies on the entity list are banned from
buying parts and components from American
firms without 115 government approval, Most
universitics have also consulted the list when
making decisions on grants or partnerships, said
Tobin Smith, of the Association of American
Unrversaties,

Katz said he 1ssued his gmdance on Fu-
turcwel out of an “abundance of caution™ to en-
sure researchers don't break laws that prevent
shanng sensitive 1.5, technology with entity-
histed companies. Afier consultmg with the Com-
merce Department, Berkeley determined that
Futurewe! was not covered by the same restric-
ons as Huawei, Katz wrote to feculiy. AGENCIES
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PSK plunges 653 points
amid low turnover

KARACHI

STAFF REFORT

Stocks bled on the first trading session of the week, as the
KSE- 100 index benchmark nosedived over 700 pomts
intraday amid low market turnover. Foreign mvestors
closed the previous week { from June 17 to June 20 as net
sellers with a net outflow of $5.89 million. On the
econemic front, Adviser to Prime Mimister on Finance Dr
Abdul Hafeez Shukh tweeted on Monday that Pakistan has
secured another ballout package of 33 billion from Catar,
Following the package, Pakistan’s total loans from friendhy
countries have reached 516 billion within one vear’s time.
Moreover, as per news reports, the government has
surpassed rts annual target of foreign loans i 11 months,
acquiring $9.5 tullion from mternational creditors for
repayment of previous loans and for failure m achieving the
$27 hullwon export target. Ciross foreign loan disbursements
from July to May of the outgoing I year were higher
than the annual budgetary target of $9.3 billion Declining
by 756.79 pomts, the KSE- 100 Index benchmark touched
its intraday low of 34 368 It settled lower by 653.30
points at 34 471,95, The KMI-30 Index sank by 1,561.87
points to close at 35,144.34, while the KSE All Share Index
plunged 346 39 points, closing at 235 275 81. Out of the 324
traded scripts, 47 advanced, 257 declined while the value of
20 remained unchanged. The overall trading volumes
remained thin and were recorded at 78. 12 mulbon (-28pc ).
K-Electnic Limited { KEL 0.00pc), TRG Pakistan Limited
(TR -5.52pe) and Faup Cement Company Limited (FOCL
-6.14pc) remained the volume leaders of the day. The
scnpts had traded 640 million shares, 5.40 million shares
and 4.18 million shares respectively. The ol and gas
marketing scctor chipped off -3.41pe from its total market
capitalization. Haseol Petroleum Limited (HASCOL -
4.%6pc), S Southern Gas Company Limated (8500
-4.42pc, Sui Northern Gas Pipe line Limuted (SNGP -
3.11pe) and Pakistan Seate (nl Company Limited (FS0
-3.42pc) closed m red. On the market front, the
management of Engro Foods Limited (EFOODS +0.18pc),
through a notification sent to the exchange, announced that
the company has changed its name to FrieslandCampina
Engro Pakistan Limited.

Gold reaches record
high at Rs79,200 pertola

BUSINESS DESK

The value of gold in Pakistan has hit a record high, as the
per tola price of the yellow metal reached 79,200 on
Monday after an increase of Rs600. The pnice of 10-gram
zold also witnessed an increase of Rs1,069 and was traded
at Rs6E 029, The price of 10-gram gold was recorded at
R=66,%58 on Saturday, In the international market, gold
climbed towards the ncar six-year high reached in the
previous session, driven by dovish signals from global
central banks and increased tensions between the United
States and Iran. Spot gold was up 0.5pc at $1,405 an
ounce by 1240 GMT, headed for a fifth straight session of
gains. Gold prices it $1,410.78 on Friday, their highest
since Sept 4, 20013, US gold futures rose 0.7pc to $1,410
an gunce. “The weakness of the US dellar, gold’s
technical picture and interest from investors themselves
have become self-sustmining factors, especially after the
massive inflows into gold exchange-traded funds,™
Commerzhank analyst Eugen Weinberg said.

STEEL INDUSTRY CRIES FOUL

ISLAMABAD

GHULAM ABBAS

5 the local steel industry was struggaling

to keep up with the regional competi-

tors, the budget presented by the incum-

bent government would further hamper

the already dwindling mdustry, it was
learnt on Monday.

Shanng how the budzet proposals were "un-
friendly” for the steel industry, officials at the
Pakistan Association of Large Steel Producers
(PALSP) claimed that some of the measures in-
troduced in the next budget would add to the
woes of the steel industry,

"Instead of facilitating/compensating the in-
dustry through remedial measures, the govern-
ment has introduced certain measures that would
not only cause revenue losses but would also re-
sult in the closure of steel units in the settled
arcas of the country,” they added.

According to the PALSP officials, during the
last six months or so, the local steel mdustry has
witnessed a severe crisis with many units being

closed down.

"Some of the leading players, who, a year
agn, were showing record performance and prof-
s, are cutting their productions, and are going
in big losses,” they mformed. "A year ago, all
those players whoe were planning to make huge
invesiments for fiurther expansions have put their
projects on the hold.”

They said unless the government takes con-
crele measures to rescue the local indusiry, this
siuation would result in rapid de-industrializa-
tion and closure of the local industry.

The officeals said that the steel industry,
through budgetary proposals, had requested the
SOVErnment to remove customs as well as regu-
latory duty on the raw material.

"However, the paltry relief provided by the
government with the removal of 3pc customs
duty 1= too small and it = not going to provide
any meanngful relief to the local steel mdustry.”

As per the official's, the most pressing issue
fior the industry was the government's decision
to allow duty-free raw matenal/scrap for the in-
dustrial units located in FATA and PATA. "This

OVER ‘UNFRIENDLY BUDGET

15 going to result in the closure of steel units in
the settled arcas, besides severely damaging the
natronal exchequer,” they added.

The PALSP members recalled that in the re-
cent past, a large amount of re-rellable scrap
made its way into the Pakistan market duc 1o
faulty duty structure of the government.

“In order to discourage such activities, the
tocal industry had appealed to the government to
increase customs/additional customs duty and
regulatory duty on the re-roflable scrap. How-
ever, contrary to the recommendations of the
local indusiry, the government has further re-
duced the duties on this intermediary good which
15 a substitute of the billets."

They further recalled that in the recent
meeting of Senate’s Standing Committee on Fi-
nance, members of the steel industry from all
segments — ship breakers, melters as well as re-
rollers, had pleaded the government to impose
more duties on the re-rollable scrap m order to
save the local industry from closure. However,
they added, the government failed to take the
much-necded measures.

Textile exports increase 2pcto $11.4bn

ISLAMABAD

AFF

The exports of textile and 1ts articles from the
country witnessed an increase of 2.17 per cent
during the first ten months of the current fiscal
wear as compared to the exports of the comespon-
ding period last year, State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) reported on Monday.

The textile exports from the country during
July-Aprnl 2018-19 were recorded at $11.419 bal-
lion agamst the export of $11.176 billion during
July-Apnl 200 7- 18, The textile commodities that
contnbuted positively in the external trade in-
cluded apparel articles and clothing accessories
(knitted), the export of which grew from $2.24
ballion last yvear to $2.50 hilhon duning the cur-
rent fiscal year, an increase of 11.87pc.

The exports of apparel articles or clothing ac-
cessones (not knitted ) increased by 2.22pc, from
$2.06 billion to $2.11 hillion, whercas the ex-
ports of other made-up textile articles increased
by 0.39pe, from $3.38 billion to $3.39 bilhon.

Similarly, the export of knitted or crocheted
fabrics grew by 235 56pc, from $23.33 mallion to
$29.2% mullion, while the exports of man-made
filaments mercased by 29.58pc, from $17.94 mul-
lon last year to $23.25 meilon.

Meamwhile, the textile commodities that wt-
niessed negativity in external trade mcluded cot-
ton, exports of which dipped by 1.57pe, from
$2.97 ballion last year to $2.92 billion

The export of carpets and other textile floor
coverings decreased from $649.815 million to
£65.929 mllion, a dechine of 5.56pc, whereas the
export of man-made staple fibres decreased by

3. 14pe, from $252 82 million to $244.86 mallion,

It is pertinent to mention that the country's
merchandise trade deficit plunged by 13.62 per
cent during the first eleven months of the current
fiscal vear compared to the corresponding period
of last year, according to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS)

The trade deficit contracted by 13.62pc to
£2920 bilhion dunng July-May 2018-19, as
agmnst the deficrt of $33.%1 billion recorded dur-
g July-May 2017-18.

Expaorts during the perod under review wit-
nessed a nominal decrease of 0.3pe, as u fell
from $21.33 hillion last year to $21.26 billion
during the ongoing fiscal year.

Un the other hand, the imporis declined by
8.47pc to $50.474 hallion dunng the period under
review from %535, 142 ballion last vear,

PM'’s aide urges UK companies to invest in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPOAT

The United Kingdom can promote trade
and investment opporunitics in Pakistan
by investing m competitive sectors, said
adviser to Pime Mimister on Commerce
Abdul Razak Dawood on Monday.
Talking to UK Trade Commissioner
to Pakistan, Afghanistan and Middle East
Simon Penney, the adviser said that con-
tinuation of preferential market access

under GSF Flus mn the post-Brexit sce-
nario would ensure sustainability to the
Pakistam excporters in the UK market,

Simon Penney on the occasion under-
limed the importance of post-Brexat bilat-
cral trade between the two countrics and
resolved to maintain the same market ac-
cess to Pakistan as it enjovs with EU
countrics since the grant of GSP Plus sta-
tus im 2004,

In this regard, he informed that the
UK companies were commitied to con-

tnuing their imporis from Pakistan,

Appreciating the bilateral invest-
ment relations through an improved
business environment in Pakistan, he
wrged the adviser to remove all the bot-
tlenecks being faced by the UK invest-
ment companies in Pakistan,

The trade commissioner informed
the adviser about the UK Export Fi-

nance Scheme which covers the sale off

goods to the tune of $1 billion m the UK
market through the provision of nisk in-

surance faciliy,

*“Pakistand exporters can et the benefit
of this finance scheme by supplving goods
1o UK companses that are availing thes fa-
cility,” he stated. “UK companics intend to
work pomtly with Pakistani companies to
enhance bilateral investment relations by
explonng the untapped potential in vanous
PrOMISIng investment sectors.™

The adviser stated that Pakistan has
launched a programme titled *Regula-
tory Giuillotine” to relax the buziness

regulations, adding that the couniry has
taken various effective steps to iImprove
trade procedures.

Dawood said that the UK investment
companics have a substantial presence in
Pakistan, as they have made exponential
mvestments in various sectors of the
cconomy. The adviser also invited the
UK trade commissioner fior a follow-up
visit in Sepicmber so that further delib-
erations on bilateral trade and nvest-
ment issues could be held.
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HUAWEI P30 lITE BEVIEW

I spent one week using the P30Lite and decided it was worth writing a review
about considering the impressive specs set in this price bracket.

ET me begin by saying the appear-

ance 15 slim and elegant - Huawei’s

P30 Lite mames accessible size with

fashionable styling. With its 6.15 inch

dewdrop display, the phone 15 much
better suited for smaller hands in compari-
son to the Iphone Plus or Huawei P30
Pro.With a resolution of 1080 x 2312, its
screen 15 exactly what we'd expect at the
price, retaiming the Full HDH resolution
tound in the flagship P30 Pro. To ensure an
uncompromised display the proximity/am-
bient light sensor | Whech 1s not available in
mast phones now) 1s lndden at the top of the
mid-frame. Covered with a black coating,
the sensor 15 tucked away to ensure a perfiect
symmetric look at the front.

The P30 Lite's frame is plastic, bt 1t
looks and fecls solid, emulating the metal of
the rest of the P30 tn.rnll:. micely. The fromt
glass is flat with minimum bezels, and the
back has a shght elegant curve and features a
rear fingerpnint scanner and triple camera
madule. Audiophiles repoice! What [ really
loved about this phone was the is that it had a

WIDE CAMERA LENS

headphone gack on board mext the the speaker.

Omi the top left you'll find the sim tray -
lo and behold, it's dual sim and supports a
MicroSD card! I"'ve been using the Peacock
Bluc with a glass finsh and the fingerprint
scanner 15 in a natural position fior an index
finger to fumble over. From a design point
of view;, everything works well.

The Huawer P30 Lues battery is
3340mAh making it adequate to last yvou for
the maponty chunk of your day. It also offers
a lot of optimization tools bursed into the
scitings that limat the process of apps run-
mng i the background. It tums off unused
connectivity features and alerts yvou when
apps to rogue and begin eating your battery.

Let’s talk about the impressive camera
now. Personally that 1s what 1 look at while
getting a phone, the features available and
whether the sclfie cam 15 up to mark. Iis
triple camera setup includes a wide 48 Mega
Pixel camera, one ulira wide & Mega Pivel
and & Monochrome depth sensing 2 Mega
Pixel Camera. The Camera quality was def-
inately impressive and what really caught my

eve was the wide angle camera and the por-
trait mode. It also features a bailt in mode
for you to make videos using varous cmop
filters - How cool is that? Beswdes that it also
features a Pro Camera mode and the might
mode. The dynamic range 1s impressive
when snapping in the dedicated HDR. Mode.

The P30 Lite runs on Kirin 710 com-

bined with a 4GB of RAM and 128GB of

storage. Compared to the Samsung C7 at
32GB and Oppo F7 at 6408, the storage ca-
pacity s beyond mpressive. The phone per-
forms well while taking pectures and
operating heavy applications. If vou're a big
fan of playing 31 games like PUB G then
wou are in for a treat. The P30 Lite supporns
GPU Turbo 2.0 which leverages it to opii-
mize GPL performance in games allowing
vou a stress free expencnce without a lag.

Oiwerall the P30 Lite 15 a great buy at the
price it comes for (Rs 44,000) and offers
more than phones in its bracket allow. It has
ample memary, a great front and back cam-
era and most imporiantly, it docsn’t lag. For
me that is a wWin win situation.

PORTRAIT MODE
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SCAFA EXPRESS OPENS
ITS DOORS IN LAHORE

SCAFA, a culinary brand mame
with an inmternational footprint,
launches s new Scafé Express
brand wath s first outlet at 201
MM Alam Extension, Lahore.
Renowned for 1ts Chef™s Table
and mnovative dining at the estab-
lished Scafé Bistro, SCAFA’s man-
agement are setting ouwt to widen
the exciting food experience with
Scafé Express that 15 associated
with its finc brands m a way that 15
more casual and informal to engage
with Lahore’s younger audience
that 1s looking for a café’s comfort
while offering excellent dining.
Offering an authentic interna-
tional experience ranging from
fresh, hand-cut sandwiches to
order, including their unmatched
London Salt Beef sandwiches, a
choice of classic pizzas to a full
repertoire of bakes and Vienmois-
enes. There's even a choice of local
favorites for the home souls.

Drrven by the talents of its cast of
international chefs including Rob
Burns, Micaela Pacheco, Shah-
nawaz Khan and Shine Mateo,
Scafé Express stnives to continu-
ously refresh and 1ts menu and ex-
press the seasons. Using the highest
quakity ingredients and mternation-
ally recogmized cooking tech-
miques, including bakery and
patisserie  delicacies which are
planned and prepared fresh every
day, Scafé Express plans to delight
the increasingly sophisticated La-
hon palate.

“People are increasingly look-
ing for gourmet food experiences
that were previousily only available
at fine dining establishments. With
Scafé Express we wani to offer
guality diming but accessible i a
much frendhier environment — that
the Lahore craves and s more than
ready for.™ zaid Zagham Haque on
the introduction of Scafé Express,

Arjun Rampal shares a
heartwarming picture to wish
daughter Myra on her birthday

Handsome hunk Arjun Rampal 15 a doting father to hus two
daughters Mahikaa and Myra Rampal. In his social media posts,
the actor 1s often seen expressing how blessed he feels to be the

father of two daughters. The actor is expecting & new bundle of
Joy wath South Afnican model and actress Gabniella Demetnades.

And his daughters have hus undivided attention. Today happens
to be Myra's hirthday. Anun's younger daughter tums 14 today
and on the happy occasion, the actor shared an adorable picture
of them both with the sweetest caption. Arjun shared a mono-
chrome pecture of him with Myra and both of them could be seen
shaning a laugh. Arjun's caption for the post read, "Happy barth-
day my darling i@myra_rampal my baby girl. My smile. My poy.
Thank you for being you. #Fhappybirthdaymyra® Have a look at
Arnun's post here: Such a heartwarming pecture, 1sn't it On Fa-
ther's day recently, Arun shared pictures of the father-deughters
trio and wrote, "The luckiest Dad in town,

Mehwish Hayat surprised everyone with
her appearance in upcoming Pakistani
movie ‘Baaji'and shuts down her critics

Actress Mehwish Hayat has once again come under harsh cn-
tigue for doing an item number. Mehwish surprised everyone
with her appearance in the upcoming movie *Baaj®.

Her appearance includes an stem number - *Gangster
Guriya’.

Adfter she shared the song on social medea, she received
heavy backlash and criticism for doing an stem number.

Shutting down all trolls, Mchwish responded, “To do these
dance numbers has been my choice.”

“As an actress and performer it 15 my job. As a woman I
find my work empowerning. Dance to me s acsthetically the
purest form of an,” she wrote.
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Sara Ali Khan And Kartik Aaryan
Know How To Have Fun Between
Work, And Their Pictures From
Shimla Are Proof!

Ever since Sara Al Khan and Karitk Aaryan have beenpamed op-
posite each ather i a film, the excitementfor the audiences have
known no bounds. Sara andKartik are not just two exdremely
good-lookmgyoungsters, but the fact that Sara already has a
crushon Kartik and that there 1s a good chance for a lovestory to
kindle dunng the shoot has made us keepeloser watch at every
step the two takes. That mightexplain why their leaked kissing
scene from the filmerenated such a stir amongst fans. The two
haveindeed bonded very well on the sets and have ofienbeen spot-
ted roamimg around together with therfaces covered. Sara and
Kartik, who are m Shimlaright now for a part of the shoot, are
also having a lotof fun during their free time. In fact, they seem
to bebonding really well. Honestly, ther peciures make uswonder
how great it would have been to sec the two date.
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MURRAY MULLS OVER US OPEN SINGLES

RETURN

AGEMCIES

DORMER world number one Andy

Murray says he could reswrrect his

singles career at this year's US

Open following a remarkable re-

turn to tennis with victory in the
men's doubles at the Queen's Club tour-
nament on Sunday.

The 32-year-old Scotsman teamed wp
with Spamish partner Feliciano Lopez 1o
take a T-6 (8/6), 3-7, 10-5 win over
Brtain's Joc Salisbury and Rajeev Ram
of the United States.

The three-time Grand Slam cham-
pron's triumph comes afier what he de-
seribed as "life-changing” hip surgery
carlier this year.

Murray said that while he had not
made up his mind about a return o sin-
gles, the US Open would be the touna-
ment where it could happen.

If so, it would be a remarkable turn-
around for a man who was tearfully pon-
dermg retirement in January and has seen
hizs singles ranking tumbie to 215 in the
world,

"1 mean, potentially, yeah," he smd

when pressed as to whether the US Open
—where he won his first Grand Slam tale
mn 2012 - could be the place to resume
s smgles career,

"But I don't care, really, cither way.
Like, it would be nice to play at the US
Open, but 1if 1 don't — look, 1 got so much
enjoyment and happiness after winning a
first round doubles match here that, you
know, that's enough.

"I don't have to be getting to the US
Open this vear and be really competitive
and have to win the tournament for me to
cnjoy &."

Murray, alse a two-time Olympec sin-
gles champion, said he had to be mindful
about his hip, although he came through
the week at Queen's pain free.

"It's not just to et hack on the court

aying singles,” he said.

"It's 1o protect my hip for the longer
term to make sure that my muscles are
the correct balance so that 'm not impaci-
ing the hip in the same spot all of the
e,

"I necd to improve the range of mo-
tion in my hap as well so that when 'm
changing direction that there 1s a bit more
freedom for it to move around,

L =

Murray — watched by his wife Kim
and mother Judy on Sunday — may be re-
gretting deciding not to play with the 37-
year-old Lopez at Wimbledon.

The Spamiard produced a Herculean
effort, winning the singles ttle in three
seis earlier in the day against Gilles
Simon of France before playing sub-

limely m the doubles.
IT'S MENTAL REALLY: Mumay
praised Lopez for his extraordinarny feat
of endurance which saw him out on court
for over 15 hours duning the week — and
added the title meant more than some of
the singles titles he has won.

"Thas is very differcnt for me, and if's

AFTER QUEEN'S DOUBLES TRIUMPH

more special than a lot of the singles tour-
naments that | have won for a lot of dif-
ferent reasons,” he said.

"I yust won the doubles here with Feli
(Lopez), you know, with a metal hip. It's
mental, really.

"That's a coo thing to be able to have
done, and yeah, just because of probably
where | was a few months ago.

"At tmes, cven as far as just two
months ago, 1 just wasn't thinking about
this."

Murray will now move on to East-
bournc before playing at Wimbledon
where he will be parinered by Frenchman
Prerre-Hugues Herbert

Lopez paid 2 handsome tribute to
Mwrray and said if he continued on this
trajectory he should be back playing sin-
gles,

"This happens only once n a hifetime
to win here at singles and doubles,” said
Lopez reflecting on his own extraordinary
week.

"1 hope that he's {Mumay) gonna be
playing singles soon. But I'm sure that if’
he keeps progressing the way he's doing
right now, we're gonna sce him playing
singles again."

Ex-1AAF chief Lamine
Diack to stand trial
in France: seurces

SWEDEN

AGENCES

Lamune Diack, the disgraced former head
of world athletics’ ruling body the TAAF,
and his son Papa Mas=sata Diack are to
stand trial m France on charges of cormup-
tion and money laundering, sources told
AFP. Dhack was IAAF president between
199%-2015 but his reign ended in chaos
amid charges he and his son obstructed
sanctions agumnst Russia for dopmg i re-
turn for payments.

Papa Massata Diack, who has never been
guestioned by French officials, 1s one of
trve others who wall face trial on the
same charges.

The French investigation ito Diack
began in 2015 when Britam's Sebastian
Coc took over from the B6-year-old Sene-
galese as LAAF president.

Fremch prosecutors took up the case be-
cause they suspect money was laundered
in France,

The backdrop o the investigation is the
system of state-sponsored doping uncoy-
ercd in Russia by the World Ant-Doping
Agency (WADA).

Prosecutors allege that Lamine Deack
was prepared io accept funding for po-
litsical campaigns in Senegal m return
for TAAF anti-doping officials turning
a blind eve to Russian athletes caught
doping.

CANBERRA

AGENCIES

Australia hailed "humble and inspira-
tronad™ Ashleigh Barty as the new queen
of tennis Monday afier she pomed Evonne
Goolagong Cawley as the country’s sec-
ond woman to reach weorld number one.

The French Open champaon clarmed
the top spot by beating Julia Goerges to
win the Birmingham WTA title on Sun-
day, capping a remarkable nse by the 23-
year-old who once guit tenmis to play
cncket.

Along with Goolagong Cawley, who
briefly held the top rank m 1976, she em-
ulated John Newcombe, Pai Rafler and
Licyton Hewitt in the panthcon of Aus-
tralians to reach world number one.

Tennis Austrelia chief Craig Tiley
commended a "remarkable histonical ac-
complishment®. "It's a really hard thing to
do and to achicve, that is just fantastic,” he
told the Channcl Ninc TV network, "1
know her, she’s humble about it. She just
wants to get back on the tennis court and
have a good hit.™

Goolagong Cawley, who like Barty
has an indigenous heritage, said her nse
had been "almost unstoppable”.

"Ash 1= a very worthy number onc

and winning at the French will have
gmven her even more confidence,” she
told reporters.

"I am so prowd that another Aborig-

inal player sits on top of the rankmngs n
women's tennis, particularly a young
lady who conveys such happiness in all
she does.”
PUT YOUR HANDS TOGETHER:
Sydney’s Daily Telegraph crowmed her the
“new queen™ of tennis, with her down-to-
earth approach a refreshing change for
Australian tennis fans. more used to the
histrionecs of Mick Kyrzios and Bemard
Tomic.

"Watching her win a maich is like
watching those old-fashsoned black and
white news recls where an Evonne
Goolagong or a Rod Laver graciously ac-
cepted their win without huge fuss or fan-
fare,” it wrote,

"She makes Australians fieel prowd she
15 one of us. Long may she reign.”

National broadcaster ABC said her
nse was "nothing but deserved™ after
bemg unranked m 2016 when she returmed
to the game from 2 stint playing cricket
with Brnishane Heat, while Fox Spors
Australia tweeted: "Put your hands 1o
gether for your new queen.”

Billic Jean King was among the tennis

greats offening congratulations to Barty,
who displaced Japan's Naomi Osaka to
reach number one, "With incredible ver-
satility, perseverance, and focus, Ash
Barty 15 an inspiration to the next genera-
won of young players in Australia. Well
done!™ she twected.

Barty, who began playing tenms as a
child n the Queensland state capatal Bns-
bane, has her eyes fimly on Wimbledon
and todd reporters her close-knit tcam
would not be getting carred away with
what had been achieved.

All hail the 'new queen': Australia
piles praise on top ranked Barty

“Wie'll just be very borng, to be hon-
«est,” she said when asked how they would
celebrate. "We've got a big couple of
weeks coming up; make sure we're ready
to go, bt we'll certamly be having a beer
or twi” Tennis Queensland chief Mark
Bloomticld sad children "have a role
model now”™.

*They have scen one of thewr own start
as a five-year-old, leam here in Brisbane,
go nght through the ranks and come out
a5 waorld number one proving that they can
Al do it," he told reporters.

Copa Amerlca starts anew in quarters, says Argentina's Messi

AGEMCIES

RGENTINA wall start from

afresh in the Copa America after

averting disaster with Sunday's 2-

0 wvictory over (Jatar that sent

them into the knock-out stages,
star Lionel Mess: sad.

Goals from the Barcelona wcon's for-
ward partners Lautaro Martinez and Sergio
Agucro were cnough to propel Argentina
trom bottom: of Group B to second and into
a guarter-final meeting with Venezuela on
Friday at Reo's Maracana stad nm.

"The imporant thing was to win to
keep going m the Copa, to get through the
group stage,” sad Messi, who wall turn 32
on Monday. "Thiz will be an important
boost for what's to come .. another Copa
egins nonac

"Thisvictory must grve us strength and
make us grow as a team "

Arpentina’s performance was far from:
piich-perfect, but they were good enough

to beat a himited Catar side, who gifted
them the opening goal after four mimates
when Bassam Hicham played a suicidal
ball across has own box straight to Mar-
tincz, Messi admitted, though, that there
were nerves m the Argentina camp.

"It's tough playmg this kind of game
due to the necessity, the obligation (1o win),
the fear of missing out.

“But beyvond that we played well and
went through, which s what matters.™

Aguero, who was recalled after he was
dropped for the 1-1 draw with Paraguay,
had a mived game alongside Messi and
Martinez,

He worked hard to create chances for
himsel § but lacked sharpness and precision
m his finishing, until his brilliant goal
whene he burst past two defenders before
shootmg high mto the far comer,

"Luckaly I was picked to start and Juck-
thy at times the three of us worked well to-
gether and we won,” he smd.

Argentina will now play a side who
beat them 3-1 in a fnendly in Madnd in

March. "They're quite tough opponents
who counter-attack really well and we'll try
o be wise to that,” said A guero,

Coach Lionel Scaloni gave a sober as-
sessment of Argentina’s form after a thard
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straight maich in which they struggled for
long perods and faled to entirely con-
vince. "We're satisfied becawse we're in the
mext round ... but we have to improve m
every aspect,” he said.

"Today at tmes the tcam played well
and rid #self of fear.”

And Scaloni hit out m claims back
home that the squad was divided. "As long
as we're playing in the Copa, everyonc's
pudling for the same side. There must be
total unanimity,” he said. "Mamy plavers
aren't even 25 yet and it's a positive thing
fior them to have played in this maich.*

However, he was scathing about the
state of the Arena do Gremio pitch in Porto
Alegre, which will host a both a quarter-
final and a senu-final.

"You can't play on this pitch. Even so
we tned to play, fo pl'css E‘HJL. we played
very well in the second hall

He had kind \mrdshxﬂem, who head
home after a draw and two defeats from
thear three group games.

"They're a very worthy tcam with a
great future, with voung players,” he said,
The Asian champions, who wall host the
2022 World Cup, have been invited back to
next year's Copa Amenca, which will be
playved in Argentina and Colombaa,
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UPER SHAKIB KNOCKS AFGHANISTAN
OVER WITH BAT AND BALL

SOUTHAMPTON
AGENCIES
HAKIE AL HASAN came,
spun, and congquered, carmying

Bangladesh to a comforiabic
62-run win over Afghanstan
that kept their semi-final aspi-
rations alive at the 20019 World Cup.,
Shakib made n to the record
books on the way, most signif-
cantly becoming only the
thard player - after Kapal
Dev and Yuvra) Singh -
o have a century and a
five-wicket haul in the
same cdition of the
World Cup, and the
second, after Yuvray, to
score a S0-plus score
and retumn a five-for in
the same World Cup game.
He first extended his good bat-
ting form to hit & fifth S0-plus score
in six inmings in the towrnament, and
then broke the back of Afghanistan’s
chase with 5 for 29 in ten overs -
Bangladesh's best Warld Cup figures.
Bangladesh now have seven points
with two games in hand. Those two
games are against India and Pakistan,
but the manner in which Bangladesh
have been playing, they will have the
behief that they can continue to upset

BANGLADESH
262 FOR 7 (MUSHFIQUR
83, SHAKIB 51, MUJEEB 3-
39) BEAT AFGHANISTAN 200 [t
ALL OUT (SHINWARI 49*, el
NAIB 47, SHAKIB 5-29)
BY 62 RUNS

pre-tournament
predictions. Against
Afghanistan, form-
wise, Bangladesh were
heavily favoured to win, But
they have had a pnickly history wath
Afghamistan and the head-to-head
record is a lot closer than they would
want. They did look tentative in the ini-
tial exchanges, but on pitch that
gnpped, and a ground with long bound-
aries, that wasn't catastrophic.
Gulbadin Naib made the surprising
decision to bowl first on winning the
toss, & move that made Mashrafe Mor-

taza happy because he wanied io bat
first in any case.

Afghamstan’s game plan while
bowling revolved around therr spinners
- making the decision to bat first seem
maore mexplicable - and Bangladesh
prepared their tactics accordmgly. They
broke wp the successful opening com-
bine of Tamim Igbal and Soumya
Sarkar, sending Liton Das at the top m-
sicad of Soumya to counter Mujech Ur
Rahman. The move didn't work, with
Mujech accountmg fior Liton with a car-
rom ball. He would later get Soumya,
who came in 8t No. 5, too.

In the muddle, he struck another
crucial blow by trapping Shakib [bw,
which allowed Afghanistan some meas-
ure of control m the middle overs, Mu-
jeeh's 3 for 39 was just rewards for his
cxcellent show. He had bowled the
tough overs and kept Bangladesh's bats-
men quiet. Mohammad Nabi and
Rashad Khan too had good outings, with
Mabi taking out Tamim.

But Mushfigqur Rahim stayed put,
moving the score along. Bangladesh
had a phase of more than 12 overs -
from 24.1 to 36.1 mnclusive - without a
boundary, but Mushfiqur didn't lose
patience in that phase and opened out
after that. He had a shot at emulating
countrymen Shakib and Mahmudullah
in hitting back-to-back World Cup
tons, but fell for an 87-ball 83 in the
penultimate over.

However, Bangladesh did get the
finishing kick courtesy Mossadek Hos-
sain's 35 off 24, and once they had put
on in excess of 230, it was always poing
to be an wphill batile for Afghanistan,
who didn't help themselves wath a
sloppy display in the ficld - ESPN-
cricinfo's data had them saving three
rens and conceding 19,

The chase needed one top-order
batsman to play a big innings, batting
throughout, but Gulbadin's 47 was the
only substantial score in the top five.

Pakistan 'alive and kicking' as team
eyes unlikely World Cup survival

LONDON

AGENCIES

Pakistan find themselves "alive and kicking”™ in the
World Cup despite a disastrous start as coach Mickey
Arthur warned his unpredictable team were sull gun-
ning for the semi-finals.

The 1992 champions were on the brink of elimi-
ration after losing three of their first five games, in-
cluding a brutsing defeat to arch-rivals India.

But Sunday's 49-run win over South Africa has
kept alive Pakistan's chances of qualifying for the last
four. They now need to win therr remaiming three
matches against New Zealand, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh, and hope other results go their way.

New Zealand are top of the 10-tcam table ahead
of Austrahia, India and England, followed by Sni
Lanka, Bangladesh with Pakistan in seventh place.

However, England, smarting from their upset
against Sn Lanka, will be out of the running for the
last four if they lose their remaiming three games
against Australia, India and New Fealand.

Even table-toppers New Zealand can lose their last
three and not qualify — a scenano that i giving Pak-
istan hope. "We are alive and kicking, without a
doubt,” said Arthur, "Yes, we are banking on other

teams doing us a favour. It probably 15— but we've got
to win three games.” Arthur said Pakistan, who stunned
England earlier in the towrnament, can beat amy team
if they play to their potensial.

"When we play our best game, we can beat any-
body. Whether that's New Zealand, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, our remaining games, or England, we
showed, "We put our three disciplines together, we
are as pood as any team in this competition, We are
very firmly in the World Cup. We win our next three
games, we'll qualify.” Arthur said his players came
out fighting after their defeat to India in Manchester
last week.

"Our boys hurt, all of us hurt, incredibly. Guys
didn't sleep much, bui they came to the traming
every day and put in {hard work) in order to try and
turn it around, and we got some just reward against
South Africe " Pakistan still need to hugely improve
their sloppy fielding, dropping as many as five
catches against South Africa — three of them by Mo-
hammad Armir.

"Ohur problem is we haven't put three disciplines
together yet in any game,” said Arthur whose team
scored 308-7 against South Africa before restricting
them to 2559-9. "We bowled well;, we batted well; we
didn’t field well {agamst South Africa). So when we

put three disciplines together, we'll be exceptional.

"The closest we've got was when we beat Eng-
land.” Underlining Pakistan's mercunal nature, the 14-
run win over top-ranked England followed their
seven-wicket defeat against the West Indies, when
they were shot out for 105 in their opeming game.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s hesd coach Mickey
Arthur believes that Pakistan’s performance against
SZouth Afnica on Sunday at Lord’s will silence the
critics for a bit. I just think the guvs were burnt out
last week. The guys were incredibly hurt by media,
public, social medea... And hopefully, we got a proper
reaction from them today that can just shut some peo-
ple up for a Iittle while,™ he said.

“Owur guys need to be built up all the ime. The
minute they are bashed, like they have been the last
weck, our guys don't respond to that in a very kind
way and hopefully, we got a performance out today
that vindicates the talent the boyvs have on the team,”™
he added.
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WORLD CUP
MATCH SCHEDULE

England VS Australia
2:30PM

Langer backs
Australia’s under-fire
batting gameplans

LONDON

AGENCIES

Justin Langer has hit back at eriticism of
the Australian side's approach during the
World Cup and backed his players' form
and game plans as they prepare to face
England at Lord's on Tuesday. Australia
have lost one game - against India - i
thewr campaign, compared to England's
two defeats at the hands of Pakistan and
5n Lanka, but despite thes Langer be-
licves the hosts arc still favourttes. "Just
look at their team,”™ Langer smd at Aus-
tralia's training session at Merchant Tay-
lors School. "Nothing has changed ina
week.” "We have seen how they played
for four years. They are the best team in
the workd. I'm not really womred |about]
what England are doing. It sounds hike a
coach's chehé but it 1s the dead truth. We
are concentrating on what we are doing.
We are doing okay but we can get better.”
A win for Australia at Lord's would heap
added pressure on England, who are yet to
face the two undefeated sides of the tour-
nament, India and New Zealand, and
Langer expects the match to be decided
by which team can best deal with ther
nerves. "You can ook at it bvo ways"
Langer said. "W all have a bit to do.
They have three games. They will be
tough games but it wall be like that m the
semi-final. They should be welcoming
that. 1f you are mice and battle hardened,
then you might be weary, but you will be
ready for the contest. For both teams, 1t is
a good thing, We have England, New
Zealand and South Afnce, tecams we have
had good contesis with. It 1s a positive fior
whoever makes the semis, if they are
playing tough cricket going nto it. "This
towrnament 15 going to be about who can
hold their nerve in the big moments. We
have got to concentrate on how we hold
our nerve in the big moments. There are
going to be plenty of them m the next
three games and hopefully the semi-final,
"I have said for 6-8 months, when it
comes to a World Cup there is a lot of talk
shout statistics, but it comes down to
match play and we have to play England
on Tuesday better than they play us.®

England's World Cup nerve faces Australia test

LONDON
AGEMCIES

Are England just a bunch of "flat-track bul-
lies™? That's the uncomfortable question
facmgz Eoin Morgan's side as they look to
get their World Cup campaign back on
track agamnst arch-nivals Australia

Tuesday's match at Lord's was always
gming to be a showpeeoe occasson, but it has
been given sdded spice by England's 20~
run loss 1o Sn Lanka,

Faced with a relatively modest target
of 233 on a tncky Headingley pitch, Eng-
land slumped to 212 all out.

Despite their seeond defisat of the pool
phase follovwang an earlier loss to Pakistan,
the tournament hosis remamed n the top
four and on course for a semi-final spot.

But England, edding to win the World
Cup for the first ime, cannot afford many
more ship-ups in their remaining pool fix-
tures agamst fellow title contenders Aus-
trahia, India and New Zealand — teams they
have not defeated at a World Cup since
1992, England's nse to the top of the ome-
day mternational rankings since ther woe-

ful first-round exat at the 2015 Wordd Cup
s been based on aggressive batting.
They have twice posted a world record
score at this level in the intervening four
vears, including the current mark of 481-6
agamst Ausiralia at Trent Bridge just over
12 months ago.
DUME CRICKET: Doubis, however,
persist about England's ability to bat in less
than ideal conditrons for shot-mak ing.
Their problems were summed up
agamst 50 Lanka when Moeen Al marked
s 100th OI by hitting a soc, only to try
1o repeat the shot next ball and hole owt 1o
leave England 1 70-6. Former England cap-
tain Michael Vaughan was urimpressed,
writing in Britan's Daily Telegraph: "He
{Moeen) was there to win the game but 1t
was dumb cnicket taking on the man at long
off having just hit the ball for six."
According to research by cncket stat-
isticians CncViz, on the 11 toughest one-
day pitches for battmg England have
played on since losing to Pakistan in the
2017 semi-finals of the Champsons Trophy
on a slow Cardiff surface, they have lost
five. By contrast, on the 11 best pitches for

batting they have played on since then,
Morgan's men have won nine.

England’s problems have been com-
pounded by the absence of Jason Roy from
ther past two matches, with a torn ham-
siring threatening to sidelne the in-form
opener from the Australia clash as well.

Vet while former players swch as
‘Vaughan bemoaned England's lack of nous
agamst Sn Lanka, Jos Buttler said the prob-
lem was they were not aggressive enough.

"1 think we were a little bit passive as
a group,” said the usually big-hitting But-
ther, who made just 10 before becoming the
last of four wickets for veteran paceman
Lasith Malinga "That docsn’t just mean
hitting fiours and sives, that means showing
intensity and irying to put pressure back on
the bowlers,” he saud,

By contrast, Australia have been
buoved by the productive opening partner-
ship between captamn Aaron Finch and
David Wamner and are second in the table
after five wins from six matches.

Mitchell Starc 15 the jomnt-leading
wicket-taker at the World Cup — s tally
of 15 putimg him level with fellow pace-
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men Jofra Archer {England) and Moham-
mad Amur {Pakistan) — but Ausiralia’s
bowling in support of the left-armer has
looked vulnerable.

Allan Border, Australia’s captain when
they beat England m the 1987 World Cup
final in Kolkata, belicves st will be the
bowlcrs who are decisive.



PPP CHIEF BILAWAL SAYS ‘PM IMRAN'S EGO HURT BY WORD‘SELECTED;,
SAYS CENSORSHIP WOULD ONLY UNDERMINE PARLIAMENT, DEMOCRACY

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPORT

day after the usage of the word “selected™

‘was barred in the House by MNatonal As-

sembly {NA ) Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan

Sun, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Char-

man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardan on Monday
claimed that the ban had been imposed because “the
word hurts Prime Minister Imran Khan's ego™.

He =aid this while speaking on the floor of the
House during the budget session. The PPP chief ques-
tioned why only one particular word had been banned
in the House, “None of the government’s words arc
censored in this House and by imposing this ban, the
deputy speaker s ondy adding fuc to fire,” he added.

He saud that i 1s a disgrace that the premeer could
not handle “even the slightest bit of criticism™,
adding that the same premier who had appreciated
his maiden NA speech a vear ago, 15 now objecting
o the usage of a word.

Bilawal expressed disappomtment at the increas-
ing trend of censorship in the country, saying that the
space for democratic nights and human nights s re-
ceding. “We respect this House, but it 1s being held
hostage at the moment,” he said, adding that the
problems do not simply drsappear by barring people

LASTDATEFOR
BALLOT QUALIFICATION
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from speaking about them rather “they return to
haunt you later™. He said that there was no freedom
in *MNaya Pakistan” of the incumbent government as
Journalists and lawmakers alike were facing censor-
ship. “We will not accept such censorship,” Bilawal
marntamed,

“This House is the custodin of the nghts of the
people and if it is not given fs due respect, the cir-
cumsiances would change to the situation depicted
in Greorge Orwell’s 1984, he said.

Talking about the budget, Bilawal lashed out at
the government for imposing “economic censorship”™
in the country & three provinces suffered budaet cuts
this vear. He said that the government was quick to
take charge of Sindh’s hospitals but did not increase
any allocation for the same. “This budget 15 usurping
provincial rights,” he said. He said that the budget
shows that the government has bowed down in front
of the International Monctary Fund {IMF), “The pre-
micr made too many promeses and the average citizens
are paying the price for his incompetence,” he sand.

Bilawal also repected the debt commission
formed by the government, terming it unconstitu-
tional. *“How can the collective wisdom of the par-
liament be guestioned by institutions such as the
National Accountability Burcau (NAB), Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (IS0} and Military Intclligence

MARRIYUM SUGGESTS USING WORD
‘HANDPICKED' INSTEAD OF ‘SELECTED'

(MIJ?™ he asked, adding that these very mstitutions
were answerable to the parliament and not the other
way round.

He said that the whole nation respects the armed
forces of the country and in order o sustain their
credibility, they should be kept away from politcs,
He alzo asked the government to reverse the decision
of mncluding Chiet of Army Staff {COAS) General
Qamar Javed Baywa in the National Development
Council as it harms the credibility of state instriu-
trons, adding that there should be some “insaf” in the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FT1) tenure.

He also criticised the government for not issuing
the production orders of lawmakers from Morth and
South Wazmstan and once again reiterated the same
demand. “If they arc not allowed to participate n the
session then it would not be short of reeging the budget
and it would go down in history,” he said,
FREEDM OF EXPRESSHON: PPP MNA Nafisa
Shah said that there must be frecdom of expression in
the House, “You must bar the usage of words “thieves”
and “robbers” if you are really impartial,” she said wiile
addressing the deputy oer. She also sought an ex-
planation from him over the ban mposed on Sunday.
Responding o Nafisa’s crticism, the deputy speaker
said that he had requested the members of the House
to “Iet this beautifid democracy remain as | is because
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they had all been elected because of democracy ™.
‘THIRD-CLASS PERFORMANUE": Addressing
the House, Palustan Mushm League-Nawaz (PML-
N) leader Marnyum Aurangzeb lashed out at the
government, saying that the budget presented carlier
this month was an outcome of 1ts “third-class per-
formance” and “incompetence”.

She said that the government wanis to crush the
salanicd class of the country and snatch cvery marscl
out of the commaon man’s mouth. She alleged that the
government had come imto power after being “se-
Tected™. On this, the deputy speaker ohjected, saving
that all members of the House were elected represen-
tatives. Marrivum said that she did not use the word
for the premmer and referred to the government as
“handpicked™.

She sand that the achievements PM Imran boasts
about were the collective achievements of Pakistams,
“The 1992 World Cup was won through collective
efforts and Shaukat Khanum too was buwili through
the natronal spirt of the country,” she said.

Register now, pay taxes
later, PM Imran tells nation

NEWS DESK

Prime Mimster Imran Khan on Monday
made yet another appeal to the nation to
avail the tax amnesty scheme and declare
their undeclared assets, pleading them to at
least register for the scheme if they could
not make the payments by the deadiine.

“Installments will also be given [but]
no extension after June 30,7 Imran smd
while speaking in a TV programme on a
private channel. He added that no extension
will be grven but Sunday will be open to fa-
cilitate people. *We pay the least tax. In the
past 10 years, we took many loans™ and a
lot of the expenditure “goes i the mterest
omn those taxes,” said the premier.

“We need to get out of this quicksand.
‘We have to change ourselves,” the premuer
sawd. “In the 60, Pakistan was on the nse,™
he sand, but “we don't pay taxes. There’s too
much corruption here.” Commenting further
on the hesitance of Pakistanis regarding
paying taxes and how their taxes would be
used, Imran said: “People think their tax
won't be spent on them. They believe 1t'll
be stolen or won't be spent on them.

“However, | promise it would definitely
b spent on them.™ The PM gave two assur-
ances dunng his comments: That “nobody
will be allowed to harass the tax-payers™
and that the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) “will be reformed™.

Further, he clanfied that non-custom-

paid vehicles were not included in the
scheme but those vehicles that were cus-
tom-paid but not declared can be declared.

Speaking of the Pakistan Tehreck-e-
Insaf { FTI) leadershup and its accomplish-
ments, Khan said: “The information the
government has today, no government had
it previoushy. “Benam: Junnamed| property
will be confiscated m addition o other pun-
ishment,” he siressed,

At present, there is “money-laundering
of $10 billion each year™. The prime mn-
ister also took questions from the chambers
of commerce from around Pakistan, with
that of Lahore roguesting Khan to case the
condrtions for businesses by bringing down
the mterest rate. “Our am 15 simple. Wi are
connecting citizens with their governors
and representatives who will answer the cit-
zen's connections. We are the facilitators
and the middiemen whose job is to conduct
people,” the premeer sud.

“Here guestions will be asked by the
people. We can only encourage them to ask
questions and avail the opportunity to clear
their understandings and also encourage the
representatives and the governors of the
country to take the chance and clarify the
solutions you have created for the problem
m the hope of saving the country.

“Umne this s for sure: our tax collection
rate 15 the lowest in the world and Pakistan
can’t contmue as a state with this current
state of affairs! ™

Donald Trump imposes new
economic sanctions on Iran

WASHINGTON

AGENCIES

United States President Trump announced
on Monday that he is imposing new sanc-
tions on Iran, afier saying for days that he
pcrcf:m:d tightening the pressure on a crip-
pled Iranian economy to launching an im-
mediate military stnike in retalistion for
what American officials have said are re-
cent aggressive acts by Tehran,

““Wie will continue 1o INcrease pressure
on Tehran,” Mr. Trump said as he sat at his
desk in the Oval Office preparing to sign an
executive order. “Never can lran have a nu-
clear weapon.™ He added that the order will
bar Irantan lcaders from access to financial
instruments. The admimistration did not im-
mediately elaborate.

The Trump admimstration already
moved this spring to cut off all revenucs
from Traman o4l exports, the hifeblood of the
nation’s economy, and the new sanctions
are expected to be aimed at shutting down
additional sources of income with the goal

Mr. Trump and his top foreign policy
mdes arc gambling that continuing the
squeeze on Iran will compel its leaders to
buckle to demands to limit their nuclear
program in ways that go beyond the land-
mark agrecment that major world powers
forged with Iran in 2015 — and that Mr.
Trump withdrew from last year.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who
met with the rulers of Saudi Arabia on a
last-minute tnp on Monday, also insists
Iran must curb its regronal military activity
and cnd support for pariner Arab mulitias,
The imposition of more sanctions could
provoke further actions by Iran to add to
the crisis that has unfolded since carly May
in the Perstan Gulf and Gulf of Oman, an-
alysts say.

American officials have blamed Iran
for two separate sets of explosions on six
ol tankers around the Strait of Hormuz,
saymg Iran is trying to show s capabilitics
and merease global ol prices in retaliation
for the admimstration’s “maximum pres-
sure” campaign. Iranian officials have de-
mied responsihility,

of forcing political change in Tehran.,
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